T H O . G H T 8 
e 


PUBLICK SPIRIT. 


Conſider d under the 


"Heng HEADS, 
"FI 


1. Companies in Trade IV. Corragitiava in the 


IT. Stock-jobbers. |Law and Public Offices. 


- by > s * 
2 = : * a , PE + * 3 ; N 
4 r 1 1 n a e 1 * << 1 — f 


e Dedicated to all dere of their] | 


n e 3 


— 
* 


III. Haas. IV. fd 4 Public W 


SY . . n 
** ' 2 7 it: 


Tran 


Printed for the Author. 1716. 


jo 
4 
þ 
„ 
; 
got 


* 
6 * 
4 7 
, 21 
. . 
bY 
, 
. 
> $ $ 
* * 


K 


N 
* Low 


I 


+ Ad. at 2% A, 


SL." 34, 
* 


* * 4 4 
2 
I 
0 * 
* * * 
* 
a * N 
4 


—_— * of 5 
. — * * 
wo 2 bk © 40 
4 
TI. 
4 N » 
; 4 
3 7 


# * 3 
5 "In 
= 

—_— ' 
Rs y 
s X * 

* A : 

* ” 

* 

12 2 


re ere 


— —} 
„ n 3 — —— 
— 4 * 3 2 4 3 4 FF Rs 1 oy, 
„ a £ 3 


n 
N 5 
6 is 8 
1 N 

* * 


© HT 


Werne © 


* 


tf 
5 R E FAC E. 
WAving a paſſ onate Lott 
for my Country, a Zeal 
for Honeſty, Vertue, and 
Religion, and a Deteſta- 
tion for Knaves of all 
Kinds, 1 cou'd not help communica- 
ting the following Thoughts; but yet 
having as mean an Opinion of my 
own Performance as any body, and 
never before venturing to appear af- 
ter this Manner in the World, 1 firſt 
gave a fight of the Manufcript to ſe- 
veral Friends, who perſwaded me 
to print it, as a Treatiſe which might | 
be of Serviee to the Publick ; yet not 
depending on their Judgment alone, . 
I apply'd- my ſelf to a famous Aus \ 


a] a Member of Parliament, that 
\ N 2 Jos of 
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The PREFACE 
of late Years has made himſelf | 
very Remarkable by his Writings, | 
Who after a mature Conſideration, 
the Book (at his earneſt Requeſt) 
being left ſome Weeks with him, 
ſeem d very much to approve of the | 
Work, not only in bare Werds, hut 
in a more extraordinary WAY | 

taking great Pains in making an A 
ſtiract of it, which he ſheu Ane; Fit 
what, Uſe he will make of that A 
.  ftrat, or Copy of the Book, which 
J believe he has, except ſome few 
Additions ſince, whether in the Par- 
liament Houſe, or out of it, I can- 

EF not tell; however, this for fome 
FF F- Reaſons necefſitated, as well as en- 8 
| courag'd me to let it ſee the light. 
. Theſe were the Motives for pub- 
+, liſhing this little Book, very fittle 
in relpect of the copious, ufd 
weeighty Subjects it ventutes to treꝶt 
5 off. But now for the Objecti( 
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H verſal Degeneracy, or Corruption of 
8, Pour. Manners, and Morals, that the 

e has no taſte of, or will reliſh aby 
Thing of this Nature. 1 


claim againſt, ſuch as Knaviſh 


Power, that tis great Vanity to think 
ſuch a feeble Effort as a little Pam- 
phlet, writ by a poor obſcure Au- 


Foundations they are fixt on. ; 
' Thirdly, That tis alſo as great A 
Folly, . for any one who. has a mind 


Ixous and powerful Part of deport 
b. I his 1 ee and the 988 
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at Nyers, Stock- jobbers, Oc. are ſo for- 
y midable for. Number, Riches, and 


thor, can any ways ſhake the firgng 


to be an Author, to chooſe ſuch 1 
Subject as will make the moſt nume- 
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Fi rſt, That there is ſuch. an uni- | 
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in Writing, And moſt Pape will al. 
fow no other Ends but either ang 
Money by the Sale of their \ 
or Frater dnene, and Cometimes'bathy 
ſo the Aim of theſe Writers muſt not 
be fo much what is beneficial to their 
Country, as what will anſwer the 
Ends befofementioned; therefore 
thoſe in Power muſt be com liments 
ed, their Vices ſooth'd, and all Things 
faid to go very well. nk he 
Notwithſtanding theſe Diſedyae 
tages, I had a' ſeeret- Impulſe, that 
was my Duty (let others chink and 


act as they pleaſe) to declare what I Ni 
wat bf pur 7 ers; as 1 as 
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en d, fon if he pleaſes, he can now, 
ments bring great Events to paſs, to 

hoſe — — we . Jen - 
te Succeſs of all our Endeavours. 
This Book being writ in loſe Pa- 
pers, ſome of which were through 
areleſneſs omitted in the printing; 
herefore the Reader is defired to 
urn to the Appendix at the later end 
of the Book, when he comes to each 
the following Pages; Page 39, 
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falle Botton , by! ſelfidefighing Perſons: 

For” Example, the rica Trade, which n 

was firft diſcover'd ge —— Afr 


* 


a Trade that” brought us Got, I 07g dee Trade 
Naben, &c. for ſuch Trifles as Bends, Bus 
„ gles, 
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Of Companies in Trade. 
les, and fooliſh knick knackt; but preſent- 
y this rich Trade was veſted in a Compa- 


ny, and ſuch a vaſt Reputation it had, that | 
from a Hundred Pound a Share, it riſe to 


| Four Hundred and Eighty, and this was 
the time for the ſg to get Eſtates 


on e 


Hundred and Eigbty, to Party Shillings,. to 
e, and, many 


jet has any intrinſick Value in it, or no; 
ee ee 


© banal 
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Of Stock-jobbers. 


of them ever had) the Conſequence of Il Conſe- 


Stock-jobbing it is, that inſtead of carrying 
on the Deſign by Art and Labour, which 
is wholly neglected, all the wicked Artifice 
is us'd (of which theſe Gentlemen are great 


Maſters) to put a counterfeit Value where. 
there is no real one, and ſo in effect pick the 


Blind, Unwary, Ignorant Peoples Pockets. 


If a Deſign was never ſo ſolid to promote 
Jobbing will 


Induſtry and Trade, 
effectually damn it in its Infancy. 


Again, if a Trade was ure proſperous, 


and long ſtanding, Stock. jobbing will at laſt 


8 
pop fatal to it; for when 2 
ick-pockets have the handling i 
no farther need of venturing their Money in 
Ships and Cargoes to the 
the World, but to Cruiſe and Pyrate in Ex- 
change Alley, where they meet with vaſt 
Numbers of Prizes: Tis abominable to ſee 
the Royal Exchange, the nobleſt Burſe in Eu- 


rope, which ought to be a Palace for Princes, 
for ſo may the Honourable Merchants be 
call'd, turn'd into a Den of Thieves. 
the Kingdom, 


What chiefly — 
are thoſe honeſt Trades, and fair way of 
Merchandize that the Stoch: jubbers had 
never the handling df, vis. the Turkey, 
Weſt India, Spaniſh, Portugal and Baltick, 


but if any one wiſhes the Deſtruction of 


theſe Trades, and this Country into the 


eſs Nationa! 
„there is 


rtheſt Part of 


* 


quences of 
Stock- 
jobbiag. 
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6 Of Stock-jobers, 
Bargain, let em contrive to erect dem in. 
to Companies, divide them into Shares, 
And 6 conſequently Stock. jobb *em, and 
then they will do their Buſineſs effectually. 
: 5 the Newcaſtle, or Colliery 
Frade, which is a Nurſery for our Navy, 
and the beſt Scams in the World, had been | 
erected into a Company, 7 ſo Stael b 
— would have come of it ? 
uuds, w theſe Companies, Funds, and Stock. 
— m_— ie have ruin'd perſonal C redit, ſo ne- 
obhing te ceflary for the Support of Trade, and ma- 
Job of ny Families, let all the World judge; for as 
| Gat. 4 e Body Politick may be compar'd to the 
Body Natural, fo the Coiz of a Kingdom 
may be compar'd to the Vital Blood in the 
Body of a Man, which if it lodges only in 
one part, and does not duly circulate 
throughout the whole, neo Pluriſies, 
| Apoplexies, Convugſiont; and, in ſhort, 
endangers, or deſtroys the Conſtitution ; 
for before theſe unchriſtian Ways of Frick- 
ing and Cheating our Neighbours were 
us d, and People were not tempted to let 
their Money run in e Channels, 
| there were ſome Compaſſion — nin wen 
. to be fou und, or at leaſt moſt le, rather 
than let their Money lie dead 4905 Abend en 
venture to lend it 8 ſome * Fradef- 
man, or any hopeful Fellow to ve for 
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wem, which was of thar genera x] took 


.- W:- * 
: | o, 
— 


T ; 
that the Perſon to hem *rwas Tent, was 
often made by it, and the Lender had 5% 
neſt hpereſt for his Mone But no the 
Caſe is Ib» alter d, Aar is Ridiculous to 
_ of brite wing Money on Perſbtial Se- 
, If » ſmall v wou'd five 4 Mut 
— S Family utter DARFUR, | 
and th eie n cer ng R 0 
Let all Mens 22 - io dhe 
Truth ef theſe Har Misfor- 
tunes brought upon the 25 Induſtri- 
ous, 4 hefe Muck- 
Wonne; eder with th nie Number 
of Bark ts, and broken Trad defmes ; the 
Gol in the Kingdom cramb'd full a 
e %% Debtors, ate too many mournful * 
in Wl dences. © dal 
te fis Horeaible to coticeive the Wealtl 
„ chat ſbou'd be emplop'd in Bonet Trade, 
t, — into this ma 3 Da ks 
; om to this curſed way of 7 | 
4 What hm Arts they ſopport 
e i, to the EE Joverninent as d rel ; 
ot - the e like the late Herr 
87 i rin raiſing the Value tk 
y hi oin, Fuddering bis Md — 
F _ 977 5 the Stot | Me +1 
q I = — | 


f bers, ' 

e the d e Cottitod 
r for when niit Hands are 
3 are | pleas? to _ * N 6 very goodef Stock- 


it | N ews, 


deal th Fals br 
| they rm of the ot | 


„ 
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and ſo fall Stocks Five or Six Cent. more, 
ſome of theſe Fellows have the Confidence. 


Stock - 
jobbing 
rade 


＋ wt Nation is in a Ferment, in times of Mar, 


in ”= 0 
ar, Re 
lian, 

— pubs 

lick oo 


mity. 


Publick, by. SIR ee the Stocks. 
abe tub are low, or run down; Ys. Vittuolling. 
E and other public. Cre Ge 


Of Stock-jobbers, 
News,. and ſo raiſe them as high as ever 
they can, and then diſpoſe of them; in a 
Day or two afterwards there is a ſudden. 
Turn of Affairs, and we have diſmal. Ti. 
dings, for which they never want Vouchers, 


or leſs, for them to buy in again: Nay, 


to deal for. Thouſands f Pounds in theſe 
Socks, tho? they have not a Groat of their 
own, beyond the Impudence of a. Levant- 
ing, or ſharping Gameſter, who ſets a great 
Sum of Money: on a Throw of the Dice 
without a Penny in his Pocket, only. ven- 
turing a kicking againſt a round 8 Sum. 

But what is more aggravating, is, that 
theſe wretched Men thrive beſt when the 


Rebellion, and Publick Calamity , which, 
they make. 4 Market of, to vent their Lies; 
and Cheats j in, which are of that malignant 
N ce x as it poiſons the People, ſo it has 
a very bad and dangerous Effect on the Go- 
vernment, becauſe as moſt weak People take 
Stocks to be the Weather, Glaſs of the State; 

and as they Ebb or Flow, Riſe. or Fall, ſo 
they judge of the Health, or Sickneſs, of the. 
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Of Stock-jobbers. 9 N 
pernicious Influence, for they who have 
hoſe Bills, and want their Money before 
heir Bills come in courſe to be paid, or 
doubt by the ill Situation of Affairs they 
vill never be paid, oblige, or frighten them 
o; as to ſell at great Loſs ; and when the 
agree upon any ze Contract, make this 
iſcount as an Argument to enhance the 
Price of their Goods, and ſo the Govern- The 
eat ſuffers conſiderably, beſides the diſ- 


Go - 


— — 
a 2 


: 
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bad 


1 
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Obbing, 
© 
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414 of fruitful of them ; for Inſtances, the Ry 


Projed.. 


| Egyptian Locuſts, ſet up Lotteries; and 
Loyeries Offices for the by 27 of Fr" Sams 
ces e . of Money for t he of the Pbor; And 
Improve- they had ſuch gs of each other; 
ment 0 


Poor. 


| out, and putting 5 in again, a Man ſhbu'd 


10 of Projodlors. 


| Japanning, the Venetian Mettal, and gteat 


of that ſtriving who ſhou'd offer the larpeſt 
2 Advantage To the ignorant People; in or- 
der to gull them of their Money, they came | 


at laſt to propoſe, that whoevet put in but 


dings to be thus hortidly impos'd on; but 
fo it was, for by a modeſt Calculation, 
& within the Bills of * Mortality , the = 

| Mil 


Ctrkants of above a Hundred | Thinfund 
©  Poands;' and they had Hot been down to 
„ this Day, but the Coar 


 ſuchasProje#s calculated only to amuſe the | 
Publick, which of late Years we have had | 
plentiful Crops, and every Seaſon is doe 


„ 
Linnen Mannfattory Project, the Sm Is 
tre, the Paper, the Mine Ad venture, the 
Late-ſtring, the Diving, the Dipping; the 


tres. more; but lately, as if the Devil 
had a mind to deel with us by wholeſale, 
a vaſt Number of "Ur th — the 


Ten Shillings by prudently withqrawing it 


get Five Hundred Pound in one Texy, — 
groſs they thought the Peoples Under 
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ple were in a manner rob 'by 1 


ene 
n i hard on the Pophlacy, that t 
Were 


* go 
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great Figure, opens Boo 
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were gong to ſet Fg to all their Houſes ; 
therefore the Devil was reſolv d for the fu- 7 Fe 
rure to appear more like a Gentleman, and 
now has begun to /iquor his Boots, and ſets 
up for an Oil Projector, and has writ ſeve- 
ral learn'd Treatiſes on this Subject, and 
very modeſtly calls every Man a Foo! or 
Krave that has not a mind to let him fin- 
ger their Money; but till this laſt Cheat 
is blown up, as all the reſt have been, 
perhaps we may not have a new one, tho? 
we us'd to have ſeveral at a time upon 
the Azvil, * but the Times now will not Meng 
admit of above one grand Cheat in a Year, — A 
which is ſufficient, with the help of the en — $6 
Devil, Companies, Stock. jobbers, and o- dell to 
ther Retailers, in Miſchief, to ruin the . 
Nation if not timely remedied. 
It ſeems worthy of Obſervation to ſee 
how theſe Projectors Manage their Mat- 
ters. 
- Firft T Proje cor finds out ſome fair. he Mer 
facd Project, ſuch as getting Silver out of jetors | 
the Mountains in Wales, Salt Petre from mize - 
Bun- hill, or Tom-Turds-fields, Oy} from? py Mate 
Beech. maſi, and many ſuch like. _ 61. 
Secondly, 'He dope an Act ＋ Porlia- „ 
F Houſe, up? „ 
Takes a ouſe, ma a 1 
155 os for Subſcri iptions, 0 | 
2 * and incredible —— : 
tage 


3 Cryin Theſe are ſome of the general Methods 


A 


_- Of Bran, | 
tages to all that will venture their Money 
to carry on his Project. TR ll net ahn ig 
Ihe Fourth Thing the Projector does, is 
to engage ſome tof ping Dons to ſubſcribe 
large Sums : Theſe topping Dons are made 

| Uſe of as the Projector's Decoy-Ducks, to 
draw in other People; but they ſeldom pay 

| Six-pence, or venture Six pence; or if they 
do pay any Money openly, tis privately 
return'd to them by the Projecto. 
"Theſe Deco Ducks ſet the Wheel a go- 

ing; they generally employ Brokers on the 
Exchange to cry up the Reputation of the 
Project; if the Shares ſell well, the Decoy · 
Ducks (ell out, pay the Projector what they 
ſubſcribed for, and often get Hundreds, or 
Thouſands of Pounds by Virtue: of Pimp: 
alle Pimp; or at worſt, whatever the Shares | 

| fell for, they can but divide the Spoil with 
the Projector, for *tis all clear Gains. 


12 


R and Rules Projectors ſteer by, beſides many 
42% ?) other Tricks and Rogueries, as Publiſhing: 


* I Wo | o | X , . 1 
beazz and Books and Advertiſements, which, tho 


Ws _ are ſtuft with monſtrous. Abſardities,. 
' Hyberboles, and Lies, yet with ſuch a. 
Quac kiſi Cant as always deludes and car- 

ries away great Numbers of ſilly People to 

a Credibility, as proves often fatal to them; 

but as this weak and unthinking Part of 
Mankind are commonly dazled with 

2 85 Hs > „ _— 


hn, dd 5 = FLA , Frei g Hd fa e Func. »» „ A me tn a AA. 


B eb & oP 


„ ˙¹ U 


a 7 %V -$- 


* 1 WS. 


* 


0%/ Prader. 


vaſt Profit, without examining into the 


Probability or Poſſibility of the thing pro- 


poſed; ſo a Stop, in my humble Opinion, 
ought to be put to this vile Way of Cheat - 
ing the Vulgar ſort. of People. I know tis 


often ſaid, That if People will be ſo fooliſh 
and credulous as to be gull'd out of their 


Money by knaviſh and ridiculous Projects, 
and Stoc kijobbing, and never be warned, 
let them take it for their Pa ins; yet this, 
with Submiſſion, is no right Way of Rea- 


ſoning z for tis our Duty, Arſt, as Chri- Our Dury 
dünne ee ae we love and value che rene 
» 


Publick Good, to hinder thoſe; by all 


She w, eaſily impos'd upon by a View of 


1 


a We we can, 


ful Ways and Means, Who are not ſo wiſefron being 


as: our. ſelves, from, ruining, or running . 


themſelves to Deſtruction. We ought to 


take the Knife out of any Man's Hands 


that is going to cut his on Throat, or pre- 
vent him from hanging himſelf, which Po. 


verty and Deſpair are the firſt 85 to. A 


Mens Hands muſt be tied, that they might 
not do themſelves a Miſchief, as well as 


endanger others. The Publick Good, and 
Private, muſt be conſider'd jointly together; 
for inſtance, A Man has certainly a Right 


to his own, Money ſo far that his Prince 


cannot touch à Farthing of it, much leſe 
his Fellow Subject, but in a legal Way,,and 
diſpoſe of this Money as he thinks fit with. 
ED 4 5 E ho = out 4 
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out Controul ; Mi, this Rule is 80 
without Exception 2 Man ſhall not 
Game extravagantly, 15 ſhall not mel} 
drwr, nor otherwiſe deſtroy this Money, 
or above ſuch a Sum carry it out of t 
Realm; for tho? he has the Property of 4 
tis in one Senſe the Vation t Moiey, the 
King's Coin, ſo it ſhould have as little 
Maſe made of it as poſfibie; for this No. 
_ ney is not only to do him goed, but it is | 
to be handed to others for t em to reap a 
like Benefit by, in the honeſt Way of Com. 
merce and Trade; fo that well-meaning, 
working People , lo by their J 
ank Labour have got à little before-h Y 
co Keep them in a Fir of Sickneſs,” or other 
Caſualt ies, ſhould have as mue Reſtraint 
as ſults with Juſtice and their own Good; 
laid on them, not fooliſhly to throw away 
that which they have been long g 
hard Labour, A once, in a vill, — 1 4 
jelt, calculated only ro impoſe on theif 
| Weaknefs and Ignorance, © 
But tle But the main Buſineſs, and chick Cate 
chief Bu of alt, ought to be taken to put don (as 
lu the Parliament did the Lotterits): or dill 
put aftop courage the knaviſh Projectors; at leaſt to 
fo 1s, prevent them from ſetting up their 5 
which ore and Chimeras, with no other Defign than 
3 ge upon and rob, fooliſh” innocent 
4 People; and get Eſtates on the * 
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Publick. Bus forſooch, the Auvocabos for | 
che Projeftars and Stock-jobbers þ 
gat dis not in the Power of the Parliament 
to ſuppreſs Projects and Stock-jobbing ; for 
Gay they) tis againſt Magus Charta for a- 
ny Man, te. be hinder'd from diſpoſing of 
his Property as he thinks fit; but the Bar- 
haniewt did (as beforemention'd)put down 
0 Lott erias, Which had encreaſed to ſuck 
Numbers, and roſe to; ſueh a Pitch, as 
yould have been the Ruin of Trade, and 
many poor Families, if a Stop had not been | 
put o them. But with alt Mumility and 
unable Subcniſſiom to, that Ag, A W.:. 
uh lit hetter and more effect ua Means 
are- not! found out): Þ here propoſe Three, 
none of which/are-again(t Mage Charts 
Firfts; In regardthoſe & Arts before Ib 
deſcribe were: unknown: to our Fore-fa- bum 
thers,, and; therefore our Ancient Lows arte, 0 
either defeAtive therein, or ſo far doubtful,«bo/eevile. 
as not to reſtrain, or ſufficiently diſcouragg 
uch Prachces. That therefore the Legi Neef, 
lature will be pleas d (as ſoon as convenient) Proje#: 1 
particularly to diſtiaguiſn them by ſome . %, 
criminal Stamp, and more effectual Law em ori- 
than is now generally known, or under. ginnt. 
ſtood to be id Force aga inſt them. Ack 
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Duty: it is to enquire into, and Preſent afl mes te pre- 


Frauds amb Nuſancor; will no longer over. J r 
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16 Of Projectors. EC 
look thoſe groſſer ones, and upon Detectio 
thereof, both the Projector and his Proje& 
to be ſtigmatiz d according to their De. 
merits, N 0 . en 


Secondly, That if any Trading Company 
be ſet 95 by Virtue of a Charter, wes | 


Proje& by Virtue of a Patent, and, offe 

to be carried on according to the Modern 

Mode, by Opening Books, Taking in Sub- 

ſcriptions, dividing it into Shares, in ordet 

to be traded for in Exchange Alley, that grand 

Mart for Cheats of this ſort; let there be 

No Trans- no Transfer allou d: but if any Perſon, ei. 

fer t ther Ruave or Fool, will venture his Mo- 

ney in theſe Projects, let him take it to him - 

ſelf, for better or worſe, and not transfer 

his Trick or yy from himſelf, and lay it 
upon another Man of a weaker Capacity; 
nd, tis but reaſonable; he ſhould only reap 

the Fraits of his own Adventure, whether 

in Profit or Loſs; let him be contented 

With the Hazard or Gain that axiſes from 

the Trade, or Project he has embark' d him. 

ſelf in. This would effectually ſinle or 

daamn Stock: jobbing, of Courſe; this would 

male all Men very careful how they 


launched put into theſe Projects, to let Gd 
VvVernorg, Deputy- Governors, and Dinettors Nat 
have the Fingering and Management of d 
their Money. And if there were any intrin- re 
fick Value in the Trade or ane 
0 | 85 wo 
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imaginable, to make the Trade, or Proje, 
by honeſt Labour turn to Account: But 
on the contrary, Buying and Selling of 
Shares, Transferring, or Stock-jobbing, ru- 
ins, and is a Bane to all Honeſty and In- 


duftry. Eh. | 
The Lacedemonians were ſo Plagu'd and Lacede-* 
peſter d with theſe Projectors, that they 30,104. 
made a Law, that all Proje&ors ſhould be prevent 
obliged to bring their Projects and Schemes Neis 
to the Senate in one Hand, and a Halter 
in the other, that if their Project was not 
ru wear of, or found prejudicial to the — 
lick, to be hang'd with their own Halter; 
but if Beneficial, to be rewarded according 
to the Benefit that might accrue to the Peo- 
e by it: This brings me to the Third and 
laſt Head, to proceed by the Lacedemonian 


— 


Method, except ing hanging, 9 
. That if any —_— us Ingenuity, Stu- The Go | 
dy, or Travels, niakes 


Nation have the Benefit of it: As fac Ex- 402 15. 


diſcover'd the African Trade, had been well —_ 
rewarded by the Government, and they it, 
had immediately r s and _ 1 


N v o wn. CY. Üꝛ̃̃ f è d 8; .. r 


15 
would uſe all the Endeavours and Induſt 77 


* 


a new Diſcovery arr: AR 4 
in eArt or Nature, or produces any Scheme t r 
of Trade, &c. beneficial to the Publick, let v oo 44 

the Government nobly reward him, and ia 
then let it be made common, and all the %% f- 


ample, if Sir Nicholas | Criſp, wh firſt Pullick to  \, 
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als to build Forte, and ſecur'd this Cogfh, 
and ſo let all Men that would, have tra- 
ded thither, the Wealth that they had 


brought into the Nation, with the Duties 
N to the Government, would very well 
= enabled it to defend this Trade againſt 
the Encroachment of Foreigners, or the 
whole World, for then we ſhould ha ve 
Millions of People, the united Stre 4 of | 
the Nation to ſupport it, inſtead of a few 
Covetous Mercenary Creatures, who have! 
nothing farther in their View, than by the 
vileſt Ways and Means to entich them- 
ſelves and Families, let it be at the Nations 
or whoſe Coſt it will. 
The ſame Method would have prevent- 
ed the aboveſaid Cheats, and Loſs of the 
Trades before-mention'd, nd would have 
gain'd Us other vaſt Acquiſitions which we 
dio not now paſſeſss. 
Obſerva- The Dutch have no Companies except 
| ABer the Eaſt- India Company, which is almoſt 
8 * univerſal ; the whole Republick i is in effect 
but one Company, which trades every 
where: They are more Publick Spirited 
than We, and chiefly. conſider the General 
LET Advantage: Thoſe wiſe People are not a- 
bus 'd or eheated . Projettors and Stock- 
| hae jabber o. b 915 x 
I] hey da not in their Wee or A 
em bly of Merchants, tolerate a. Wes ol 
Oun- 
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„ Mountebanks to run up and down, and 

. cry, Who buys Stocks, or Moon: ſbine 7 No, 

d they compaſs the Globe by Trade and In- 

55 By duſtry, and in the Space of a little more than 

can hundred and twenty Years, from a Par- 

t cel of poor Fiſhermen, have, by their Wiſ⸗ 

dom and Publick Spirit, not only freed them- 

'c BY ſelves from the Tyranny of the greateſt 

of Monarch then in Europe, defended them - 2 
ſelves many Years from him, and after 
beg wards from the greater Power of France 7 
1c BY and Us together, but by well managing 

their Induſtry and Trade, notwithſtanding 

NS 


all theſe heavy Wars they were continually 

involv'd in, without inlar arging their Terra 

Firma, have rais'd themſelves from a poor, 

diſtreſſed, and ſmall Beginning, to a great- 

er Pitch of Wealth and Power in ſo ſhort 

a Time, than the whole Spaniſh Monarchy, 

than any State or Common-wealth that is, 

or ever was in the World, and is almoſt a 

ſufficient Match for the greateſt Potentate, 

and all this with the Extent of a very little 

Territory, no Manufacto o of their own 

Produce' worth ſpeaking z nor even ne: 

ceſſary for Life, to be found 1 in their Coun- 

try for the tenth Part of the Inhabitants, ' 
Batavia, (if I miſtalte not) was former. 

ly called Facatra, and was once ours. W 

had the = e Trade, the «African Trade, the 

IR and, and le, Fi * | 
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under the Sun? But all theſe Jewel were | 


Remarks 
upon the 
French 


_  Prote- 


ſtanta. 


Tbe General Benefit of Trade. 


 Hudſow's Bay, gc. Now I ſubmit tothe 
Judgment of all the thinking Men in the 


Nation, the immenſe Value of theſe Trades, 
and whether the Poſſeſſion of them at'thig 
Day, with what we have, had not made 
us the moſt Rich and moſt Powerful People 


or are in a great Meaſure ſunk or loſt, for 
want of a Publick Spirit, or, rather, in o- 


ther Words, by Folly, Avarice and Kna. 


Ll 


very. | 


1 ſhall here take Notice of the ſenſeles | 


Clamour againſt the French Proteſtants a- 
mongſt Us; I do not mean by. thoſe pre. 


tended Proteſtants who are Enemies to the 
Reformation, as well as to their Country, | 
I mean miſtaken People, who do not conſi- 


der that the Number of Inhabitants of any 


Country is the Wealth and Strength of it, | 
' eſpecially Ingenious, Induſtrious, and Tra- 


ding People; ſuch as the French Proteſtants 
enerally are, How have our Manufa- 


ories been encreas'd and improv'd fince | 


they ſettled here? for Inſtance, Hats, 


Silks, Stuffs, Fc. which we formerly had 


from their own Country; and ſo far have 


they been from being a Detriment to us, or 


under work ing our Handicrafts and Tradeſ- 


men, that the Price of Labour has encreaſt 


eee 


to our Improvements; our 
een much augmented; and 
So being 


venue has 
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Made e a, 


being in a Manner ba niſh'd and made ir- 


reconcila ble to their native Country, have 
made this their natural Soil; where they 


enjoy the Freedom of their Religion and 
Liberty equal with Engliſomen; ſo that in 15 


Intereſt, Inclination, and Gratitude, for 


the Sanctuary we have afforded them, they 


are as Loyal Subjects to King GEORGE, 


and our preſent Settlement, as any Enghſh- 


man, and ready upon all Occaſions, in Time 
of Danger, to ſtand by, and ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the Government with the Hazard 
of their Lives and Fortunes, which in ma- 
ny paſt Inſtances they have demonſtrated, 
and in the late Rebellion were ready to do 
again, if the Word had been given. 
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Before I have done with this Head upon Wy 


Trade, I ſhall quote the Thoughts of a 
Learned Author upon that Subject 
beautiful Deſcription of our Iſland, and the 
Advantages given us above others, by God 
and Nature, vis. 4 „ 
Since Trade, the Converſe with the 


* World, is the honeſt Way to ſtrengthen _ 
© and enrich a Nation, and the — Diſ- 


* courager of Idleneſs and Debauchery, Ic. 
* We being ſituated by, Nature, and Geni- 
* uſles proper for it, ought to make it our 
study to manage it to its higheſt Capacity 
of Improvement; which it we would in 
« earneſt purſue, War it ſelf would be of 
1 32 C3; _ © fuch 
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© ſuch Advantage and Security to us, that 
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ve ſhould not only be out of Danger from 


our Enemies, but command the Trade of 


the World; and on the contrary, if that 
be neglected, all the Miſer ies Attendants 
on Slavery and Poverty, that ſhall happen 


to the Nation, may be aſcribed to our 
own Improvidence and Inactivity. © 


We contradi& the received Maxim, 
That Men will attempt any thing for Ad. 


vantage, whilſt we neglect proper Me- 
thods for improving and encouraging 


Trade; for no greater Advantage can 


flow from any Fountain, or proceed from 
any Faculty upon Earth, than from that; 
for where Trade is there will be Imploy- 
ment ; where Imployment is, thither will 


People reſort; there will be a Conſump- 
tion of Commodities, and thereby the 


Publick Revenue will be increaſed : So 
that would we once make Trade to flou- 


riſh, we need not doubt but People from | 


all Parts of the Univerſe would reſort hi- 


ther to enjoy themſelves, and improve 


their Stocks. 8 

We ſee every Day, that the convenient 
Situation of any Eſtate gives an Eſtimate, 
and raiſes its Purchaſe; and without Con- 
venience, Life it ſelf would be but a meer 


Spiration, ſcarce worth the Valuing; then 


ſure England ought to be valued and pre- 
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e ferꝰd to all Nations on Earth, having both 4 Deſerip- 


n MW to © much Advantage. is an Iſland ds 
placed as a Center to the Circular Globe, 

t towards which, Trade may draw a Line 

s from the whole Circumference; tis 


© bleſt with à Moderation of every Ele- 
ment; no ſcorching Sun Negroes, nor fri- I's ci. 


+ mate a 


id Dune benums its Natives, but a me- 1647. 
« From Influence ſtrengthens and beauti- cance. 
fies its Inhabitants, who are of regular 
Shapes; neither an unweildy nor Pigmy 
© Breed, but fit to endure the Toils of War, 
of peaceful Labours on the Land; our 
Climate is ſo moderate, that the Sun nei- 
ther exhales, nor the Cold Waun 
the Spirituous Parts, but allows Tem 
rature between both; ſo that our N ative 
G Pancies are neither too Airy fot Conſide- 
* ration, nor too Dull for Invention; its 7: Pre. 
& 
o 


duce in ſe- 


Soil is Mixture and Product ive; "and ae 
where Barrenneſs appears on the Surface, kinds, 
the Bowels are inriched with Mines, E9c, 
No eAipine Mountains, nor Holland 
, og s, but a delightful Variety of Hills 
and Dales compaſs the Land; ſo that 
whit the parching Sun burns up and "| | 
* chaps the higher Lands, the humble Mea- 4 
dows in a Verdure thrive; and when. ' 14.1 
mi a Show'rs drown the Lows, the A 
Hills by watering very fruitful 'grow; 
our Lands whea till'd, * a grateful „Wu 
2 4 I 
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„ © Plenty in return to Labour; our Trees in 
general are lofty, and well top'd, afford 

© us all the Conveniences that we can ex-i 

5 540 our Kzngly Oak fo firmly ribs our 
Ships, that they prove like. Bulwarks to 
© the daring Foe, and our Fruits pleaſant 
and uſeful for Support; our Cattle large, 
* healthful, ſtrong, and numerous, which 


bare as good as the World produces, fot 


Labour, or for Food; their Skins are 
« firm, and of fo contracted Pores, that 
better Leather is not to be found:: Our 
Wooll is very good, and if duly regarded 
* would equal the boaſted Segouix; tis the 
© Parent of our Chief Manufactures, and 
© gives us a Plaudit in our Cloth, Bays, 
© Sayes, Serges, Ec. throughout the Uni- 
© verſe. We have Fowl in Plenty, and that 
© Plenty good. In the Boſom of our native 


& Earth, are hid Riches, which are eaſily 


..,* obtain'd by the Artiſt and Laborious, as 


Land is plentifully vein d with Rivers, re- 
« freſhing the Earth, affording Variety and 


9 plenty of Fiſh. Nature has made ſuch a 


Faradiſe of the Land, that we ſhow. our 
« ſelves ungrateful to Divine Bounty, when 
* weare negligent of the Bleſſings it hath} 
* liberally beſtow'd, In ſhort, the Nation 


Its Varie- C is a Verdure Field . He | with Har- 


. bours round, where our Ships, from their 
%% | + Natural 
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in Natural Situation, may ride out the tem- 

peſtuous Storm. 
The Sea, by Providence, is a Wall 

ur round us, to defend us from the Pharaoh 

that would enſlave us; tis Champion and 

Servant too, for by our Ships furrowin 

its Waves, we ſend our Plenty out, an 

bring the Riches of the moſt diſtant Parts 

of the World into our Poſſeſſio. 

Ho ought we to be grateful when we 1, gt 

conſider the Bleſſings we do enjoy, and bons 

the Opportunities that are given us to Im. *P. 

prove them farther to our Advantage? 

Tis wonderful to think how ſeveral Sorts 

of Fiſh in vaſt Numbers at certain Sea- 

ſons, viſit our Coaſt by Divine Appoint- 

ment and Natural Inſtinct for our Suſte- 

nance, and Day by Day are ready not on- 

ly to furniſh us with Food, but alſo to be 

made Merchandize of to the Inriching of 

7 bi bl 1 N b. | 0. | 

is very obſervable, how Heaven ble 2 1 

ſes us by the. Counts of che Wind, that an? 

commonly blows Weſterly for above weather» | 

half of the Year, which makes all our“ e 

Cape Lands and Bays, oppoſite to the WH. 

French and Dutch Coaſts, good Roads WH: 


for our Ships to ride with Security ; for 

we are on the Weather, and, the French h 
on the Lee Shore; beſides, our Anchor- . + 
hold is much better than either the French | 
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© or Datch, for we have generally a ſtif ] 
* Clay, Chalk, or hard Gravel, whilſt the 
© French have only hard Rocks, -or- looſe | 


Sands; the Flemiſhand Holland more num. 
ber of Sands on their Coaſt ; their Water 
« of: leſs Depth, and conſequent 
Ports choal ed up with Quick- ands ; 

< when our Ships ride ſafe, even between 


dur Sands by our Country- 8 being a Wee | 
- * therShore, 
Thus in Epitome we fee what a rich 


Heireſs with a vaſt Fortune we enj 


e Wa prove the Talent intruſted to our Ma- 


the Gift of the Great Father of the Uni 
© verſe; but we ſhould conſider when this 
Portion was iven, Gratitude and Dory | 
© were exp zeQted, that it might defcend as a 4 
6 ee to our Poſterity: But inſtead of 
© ſuch Returns, ungrateful we, by vicious | 
Lives, forget the Obligation from the 
« Donor; and regardleſs of our preſent 1 


Proſperity, negle& the Means to im- 


gagement; but we cannot imagine, 


but that we ſhall e're long be chilled to 
. Account of our Steward-ſhips ; and the 


greater our Truſt is, the greater will be 
expected our Improvement ; ſo let us no 


longer dally, but ſeriouſſy amend, and 


© to our Power uſe the Means put into our 


Hands to make us proſperous, Which éan 


© be done by no honeſter Way than by 


JTyade and Induſtry. . And 
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And Trade is ſo Noble a Maſter, that 
it is willing to entertain all Mankind in 
its Service, and has ſuch Variety of Im- 
ploy ments adapt for every Capacity, that 
all but the Laſe may ſupport at leaſt, ' if 
not exrich themſelves; its Agents are 6. 


very where Laborious and Induſtrious; 


by it our Britiſh Empire will be inriched 
by ManufaQuring and Improving our 
own and foreign Products, and be defen- 
ded by the Increaſe of our Seamen and 
Shipping, which if duly imploy'd can ne- 
ver be too many, being always the Con- 


veyors of our Riches as well as Strength - 
of this Nation ; as all the Happineſs and 


Glory of England depends upon the En- 
couragement and good Management of 
Trade and Navigation, ſo its Ruin and 
Confuſion muſt be the Conſequence of 
theit Neglect Bos T4 
© Is it not a Wonder that Schools, Uni- boar, U- 
verſities, Inns of Court, and Colleges, a 
ſhould be ſo careful to have Regulators Regula- 
and Inſpectors for the better Government 
and Direction in their ſeveral Faculties 
that are not in Compariſon with the Fruits | 


of a duly regulated Trade, by which they ß 


are all maintain'd ;' yet Trade, that gives 3 7;, "I 

Warmth and Motion to the Blood, and ie 

freſh Spirits to every Part of the Nation, £974: 
he meaneſt Cottage to the Royal 

» ETA Throne, 


Aancd by having our Civil Rights and Pro- 
© perties maintain'd in their original Puri. 
i © ty; ſo that Juſtice ſhould be done without | 
Partiality, Delay or unconſcionable Ex- 


—— 
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Throne, that provides under God our 
© daily Bread, is in a Manner unregarded jj 
© and without a due Inſpect ion, Regulation 
© or Encouragement ? Notwithitandinell 
© this great Lady, (affecting Freedom ani 
Security, hath no Inclination to continue 
under the Arbitrary Power of France, noi 
* the uncertain Fate of Holland, with whom 
© ſhe hath reſided only as a Sojourner, tho 
© ſhe hath been very highly careſs'd and 
_ © embraced by them) is ready to eſpouſeſ 
both our Intereſt and Nation, and with 
her ſelf bring in Dowry the Treaſures offi 
© the World; if we would vouchſafe to 
. am her a ſpeedy and kind Entertainment, 
© being. very ſenſible of the great Advan-W 
tage we might give her, by ſo-abſolutelyſ8 
_ © ſecuring our free Enjoyment of Liberty off 
<. Conſcience, that there might appear 2 
Certainty of its Continuance to Poſterity; 


W KK a 


pence, which now dayly preſſes every 
Man concern'd in Law, relating to 
© Trade; the want whereof formerly de- 
populated this Nation, both by diſcoura- 
x ping ingenious Perſons from repairing 
+ * hither, and by forcing thoſe of our own 
© Country to ſeek Freedom and. Juſtice | 

ns « elſewhere, 


St 
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Our Fib our Poor, recruit our Navy, bring us the 
lang. Wealth of the World, and make us the 
24g 4, are moſt Potent and Happy People under the 
— ora Sun. Whatever French, or other: Raul 
the great Maxime, or Politieks may be, that to keep 
«f People à People poor is the way to keep them quiet, 
Fog, this bitter Pill, or Receipt, will never down 
with Engliſb Men, but work the quite contra. 
ry Effect, for they are People us'd to Liberty 
and Plenty, and that Government in Ex. 
land that goes on theſe Schemes of Povert 
and Slavery, will always meet with terribl. 
Oppoſitions and Diſturbances ; but if the 
common People have Employment, and en- 

joy unmoleſted the Fruits of their Labour, 

t would be impoſſible to delude or debauch 

the Minds of induſtrious People, fo as to 
create any Diſcontents, or make them un- 

eaſie under a Government where they live 

the moſt Happy of any Nation on the Face 
of the Earth, and cannot poſſibly change | 
their preſent Condition, with any proba- 
51 bilit 5 for à better. 1 3 2 
. e The Great Dake of MARLBOROUGH 
.. . . found this to be the Temper and Genius of 
moſt People, more eſpecially the Exghft 
ſoo that to obtain thoſe many Lazre]s he 
gain'd by his Glorious Actiont, he paid, 
1 bi A and well cloath'd his Men, without 
Which, if he had been more than Human, 
be coud not have promis'd the leaſt Ad- 
| 2 | | _ vantage 
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Greenland Company, and the Newfoundland 


vantage. The Engliſh are not ignorant 
— the as them hath 
ſufficient Knowledge to know when he is 
oppreſt or wrong'd; the moſt illiterate Sol. 
dier, or Sailor, knows exactly what is due 
to him for Wages and Viftuals, and the 
moſt impatient to be wrong'd of that, tho? 
he will undergo all Dangers and Hardſhips 
to earn ii! „ 
But to return to our Fiſh and Wool; as to 
the Fiſhery, what we did in former Days L 
cannot tell, but I ſuppoſe every one is con- 
vinc'd what we now looſe by our Neglect, 
by what our Neighbonrs get; if we are 
willing to give away all our Herring Fiſhe- Loft our 
ry, 'tis ſtrange we cou'd not keep the Whale Files by = 
and Cod Fiſhery, which were of prodigious peace.” ©? 
Advantages to England; but the Whale 
Fiſhery, as was obſerv'd before, was ruin'd 
by being hedg*d in, or monopoliz'd by the 


Fiſhery, having too much Trade upon our. 
Hands, we beſtow*'d that upon our ancient g 
Friends and Allies the French. But if we _ 
cannot, or will not keep the Fiſhing of our - . | 
Seas, or thoſe new Diſcoveries we make, SE 
to our ſelves, one wou'd think we ſhot'd N, | | 
keep our Wool, which keeps ſo many of #2 | 
our Poor at Work, raiſes the Price of Lands |! 
and is equally advantagious to Landlord 
and Tenant; * we do not this, for if our 

EY. EL Neigh- 
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_ oct the French, will not come and 

fetch our Wool, we will carry it to them, all 

Laws to the contrary notwithſtanding. Let 

us conſider a little thedangerousConſequence 

of this, and whether we do not feel it ſuf 

| ficiently already, by the Increaſe of our 

| Poor, the Decay of the Woollen Manufaftory. 

The The French has been our Rival and E. 

French nemy for many Ages, but much more dan- 

mice for gerous of late Years, ſince it grew a Trading 

mam Agen. Nation, and encreas'd in Naval Poier to 

ſuch a Bulk in ſo ſmall a ſpace of Time, 

that no Hiſtory can parallel; but knowing 

by the Advantage of our Woo}, we got the 

richeſt Trades in the World, viz. the yu 

ziſh, Portugal, Turkey and German Trades, 

Kc. Therefore wanting no Induſtry, or 

Craft, work'd upon ſome covetous and 

wicked People amongſt us, and clandeſtine- 

ly got our Woo! from all Parts of the Three | 

Kingdoms, which together with the Spa- 

— iſh that they have Plenty of, bids fair to 

- undermine us in all the aforeſaid Trades, 

and as it were, lays a political Siege tothis 

Nation, alten Ruin us by the Hands 

of our own Poor, hoping to do that by Cun- 

ning which they cannot do by Force. Tis 

miraculouſly ſtrange, that the Wiſdom of Ill ar 

our Legiſlature can find no ſufficient Reme - S: 
Ap for this Evil, of Running our Wool to 

Fance. I am afraid this Myſtery of Ini: V 


1 quit 
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quity is deeper than vulgar Eyes can ſee; 


| enrich our Enemies, or ſome few vile 


mongſt many, of his Hardſhips, and Seizares 
of a parcel of Woo} which he ſeiz'd on the 
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tis agreed on all Hands, tis drawing out 

the vital Blood of the Nation, tis wickedly 
rting with that peculiar Giſt that God has 

beltowäd on us for the good of our Poor, to 


Wretches amongſt us. I knew one Man anf 
that for ſome Years was employ'd in inter- Brſen 
cepting the Owlers, and did more Service n 
than half that ever were in that Service: Ow 
for this Twenty Years paſt, yet this Man\*%* 
was ſo far from being encourag'd, that he 

met with all the Diſcountenance and Hard- 

ſhips imaginable, and is now ſtarving, tho? 
nothing as I ever heard of was laid to his 
Charge, except *twas too zealouſly ſerving 

his Country. One Inſtance I will give a- 


Cuſtom-houſe Rey, under the very Noſe of 
e ir of the Caſtoms, where ſuch | 
a number of their Officers are together, 1 
who watch, or ought to watch, to prevent - 
theſe Abuſes, or Crimes againſt the Governn 
ment, and for this Purpoſe they have their 1 
Salaries, and other Advantages; but if um 

Connivance, Negligence, 'or Corruptions, 
are at the Fountain-Head, Pm ſure the lefler 


Streams muſt be very foul. ' © © 
This Man in June 1700, ſeiz d a parcel of 


Woo] weighing 3009 pant. 
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„„ ooo, 
whole Benefit of his Seizare; rare Encou- 
ragement for- preventing the Running of 
Wool to France ! But this is but one Pattern, 
or Sample, of vaſt bulky Ragueries of the 
fame make, of which this very Perſon can 
furniſh a large Hiſto rx. i 
One Remark more I will make of the 
Tricks they uſe to render ineffectual all Be- 
nefit that can accrue by the Law to the Sei- 
zer, and fo diſappoint and ruin him, 
which is, that in all Proſecutions of this 
kind, the Law provides, That whoever 
owns ſuch Wool as is ſeized upon Condem- 
nation, the ſaid Owners, or thoſe who de- 
fend the Suit, ſhall pay Three Shillings for 
every Pound of Wool ſo condemn'd, to the 
Seiser or Proſecutor, over and above the 
to; Benefit of his Seizere, as an Encouragement 
and Compenſation for his Trouble and 
Charge. But the Gentlemen concern'd in 
carrying on this Villany , provide ſham 
_ Perſons to own the Wool, in whoſe Names 
the Suit is defended, and made as difficult. 
chargeable, and vexatious to the Seiser, 
or e as poſſible; and after all, 
when the Wool is condemn'd, they vaniuß, 
and no ſuch Perſons ate to be found in Na 


This Man puts me in mind of the Hard Hei -*Þ 
Fenſon was one. I ſuppoſe tis 2 3 
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all Hands, that this Hand, without Trade, 
cannot be Rich, and without Riches it can 
have no Power, without Trade no Navi- | 
gation, and without Navigation no Sailors; 
Without Sailors no Feet, without a Fleet 
no Defence, without Defence no Safety; 
and conſidering the Treachery, and falſe 
Brethren we have amongſt us, we ſhou'd 
ſoon become a Prey to our Neighbours, 
and ceaſe to be a Nation and People. All 
this being granted, how neceſſary is it 
then to take care of thoſe uſeful Men who 
not only make us Powerful and Rich, but 
are our Protection? Tis true, *twill be al- 
ledg*d, we have at preſent a very great 
Fleet, no doubt of it many Ships more than 
we can Man, but ſo have our Neighbours, 
and nothing is greater, or leſſer, but by 
Compariſon. We were much ſtronger in 
the Uſurper CromwePs Days, tho? his Fleet 
was not a third Part ſo big as ours is now, 
but *twas big enough to beat any Nation 
In the World, and make all Kingdoms | 
tremble, and truckle to him; he cou'd | 
ſettle Trade as he pleas'd, for, in effect, 
hardly any Nation cou'd Trade without his | 
leave, and Trade without a Porter to pro- | 
Fett it, is a Jeſt. There was no pre ing 
Men, in his, Days the Sailor was cheriſh'd 
* ., . and encourag'd; thus if a Harper, who | 
had not a hundredth Part of the wv | 


Hardſbips of our Samen. 
him, cou'd make fo mighty a Fi 
Wolld, what might not a lawful Govern- 
ment do, if they vou'd not ſuffer them- 
ſelves do be abus'd by Wretches, that a 
Thouſand of them are not of the intrinſick 

Value to the Kingdom as one able Sailor? 

Yet thoſe ſort of Cattle, tho? ſprung from 
Dirt and the Dungbil, ſhall purchaſe E- 
ſtates, keep Coaches, all got out of the 
Blood of the poor Sailor, and his Family. 
If any wou'd be at the Pains to make a 
Liſt of thoſe at preſent living, who from 
the meaneſt beginning crept into the Va- 
, as Clerks, Commiſſiozers, and other O5. 
cers, and have rais'd great Fortunes, which 
cou'd not poſſibly he done by any viſible or 
lawful Allowance they have had, it wou'd 
{well to the bulk of an Army. In ſome 
Climates abroad the Worm deſtroys our 
Ships, and theſe Land Vermin our Seamen 
at home; and as they thrive the Sailor is 
ruin'd. The curſed Oppreſſion they have 
labour'd under, in reſpect to the. Q's and 
R's put upon their Pay, which are like Ex» | 
ecutions, ſtrips them of all for the leaſt neg- 
le& or abſence, and ſometimes no fault, 
tho' it may be, that they have five or fix 
Years Pay due, which hath been dearly 
earn'd, by undergoing all the Hardſhips 
and Hazards of Life, Human Nature is ca- 


"'Dz' © 


| 


ure in the ©» 
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and 
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Ticket · 
Buyers, 


atall; but when the Wretch is tir? 
Brokers, or and ready to periſn, then, it may be, he is 


% : 
*. [4 
4 
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Theſe fata! Letters, Q's and R's, wit, 
Queries and Runns, may be put upon the 


Books at the Diſcretion of he Captain: 
guiltleſs, he muſt attend the Navy-Board 


. Petitions, and wait time ter time, 
till he and his Family are ſtarv'd to ral 


Clerk, on Board Ship, Muſter Maſter, or 
Clerk of the Chegue, without giving an 
Reaſon for. it; and if the Sailor is never 


before he ſhall have Remedy, if he gets: 


recommended to a ſort of Brokers, or Soi 
citors, which ſet up a Trade for taking off 


Seamens Q's and R's, and theſe Sea Leaches 
tell the Sailor, that if he will give one half 
of his Pay, he will by his Intereſt take off 


his Q or his R; no doubt of it, the Gen- 


—_ in whoſe Power *tis to take off 


s and R's, have a fellow feeling with 
ie Broker. There are another rt of 
J06d-ſuckers, call'd Ticket- Buyers, to whom 


the poor Sailors have often ſold their Pay for 


J, 6, 7, and 8 Shillings 


; 
1 


count. There were Multitudes of theſe 


Ticket- Merchants, and ſome of them dealt 


for Thouſands of Pounds in a Lear, and 1 


knew one of them that has bought abovg 
Five Thouſand Pounds worth of Tickets in 
that time, ſo that it cou'd not be thought 
ee but chat theſe People muſt be 


_— 


in the Pound dif- 
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very Rich, yet moſt of them broke or died 
not worth a Groat; but this Myſtery is 
me unfolded, for theſe Fellows were on- 

ly Too 


* 
* 
n 


Is, or Parveyors, for ſome Gentle- 
men that belong'd to the Navy, who had 
the Seamens Money in their Hands, and 
by the means of theſe People, bought the 
poor wretched. Sailors Wages With their 
own Money: How cou'd it be otherwiſe, - 
when of four Clerk; that beſong'd to cle 
Pay-Office, who had but. Twenty pounds 
a. Year Salary each, without any allow- 
ance. of Perquiſites, in about fonr or five 


PF 


* 


Years Service got Twenty Thoufand Pounds 
„ $654 bi £2 * Ie 113 482 6 in e e 
I vas not for nothing the poor Sailors 
were kept ſo long out of their Pay, for di- 
ſtreſſing them thus, Advantages were taken © 
of their Neceſlities to make this havock of 
22 


The Regiſter Money was another abomi- fp 
nable Abuſe to the Sailors, and ſeem'd as if. / 
it was purpoſely calculated, 'or at ee: 
made uff of to diſcourage, ſower, arid ire 
them very bad Ideas of the Faith and H. 
nour of „/// on 
One Inſtance I will give amongſt Hun. 
dreds that might be brbugbt, how theſe , 
People were us'd after the greateſt Tell! 
ſhew'd for the Defence and Service of their 
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In King WILLIAM Reign, in the 
Winter Seaſon, when our Fleet was moſt. 
ly laid up, the French was reſolv'd to take 
x tn Opportunity to make us a Viſit, and 
conſidering the Faction amongſt us, t would 
have been of dangerous Conſequence; in 
order to which they drew down a Body of 
Forces to the Sea - Coaſt, and got a great 
Number of Tranſport-Ships near Havre de 
Grace, Boliga, and that way, with a Squa- 
dron of Men of War to Convoy them; 
this gave us, with good Reaſon, a great A. | 
larm, ſo that his Majeſiy order'd the Admi. 
ral of the Fleet to repair immediately to 
the Downs, and draw together as many 
Men of War as poſſible to prevent this In- 
vaſion, and iſſued out a Proclamation'to 
encourage the Seamen in this Time of pub- | 
lick Danger, to enter themſelves Voluntiers Bl 
on board his Ships, promiſing them Conduct, 
and Bounty Money ; accordingly the brave 
and honeſt Sailors, not withſtanding their 
former ill Uſage, repair'd from all the re- 
mote Ports in the Kingdom, and enter d 
themſelves voluntarily oa Board his:Maje- 
ys Ships at Portſmouth, or the Downs, 
and to the Aſtoniſhment of the World, in a 
few Weeks time, the Admira] got the 
a conſiderable Feet, before ever the French 
cou'd'be ready to make the intended De- 
ſcent, with which he ſtood over to the cop 


„ 
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of ante, burnt and deſtroy*d ſome of their 


Tranſport Ships, and ſo overſet and difap- 
pointed the whole Expedition, and eonſe- 


—_— ſav'd the Kingdom; and then the 


et came back again to Spithead. And 


* 
. 
1 
5 70 l 
** 


— 


now all Men may expect that I ſhall give 


them an Account how the honeſt Sailor: 
were paid their Conduct- Money, Bounty- 
Money, — the Kjng*s Proclam 
on, and Wages for the Time they ſerv'd, 
with a great deal of Thanks for their hear- 
tineſs and alacrity in ſo zealoufly ſerving 
their Country in time of the moſt eminent 


Danger; nothing leſs, for when they were 


to be diſcharg'd and turn'd a-ſhore, they 
were told there was no Money for them, 


but they ſhou'd have Tickets, and if they 
wou'd attend the Navy Office in Cratched 


Fryars, London, they wou'd be paid ſome 


time or other. This ſtruck ſuch a damp 
upon the Sailors, many of them living at 
Port(mouth, Plimonth, Deal, and New- 


caſtle, to find that they muſt travel up to 


London without a Farthing in their Pockets, 


to attend, and ſolicite at an Office which is 
as vexatious, B and as dilatory 


as a Court of Chancery, leaving their Fa- 
mily ſtarving at home, and themſelves in 
the ſame Condition at London, that curling 
their Country, many of them lighted their 
Pipes with their Tickets, and others fold 


_ 


_ - 
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them for any thing, if *twas but Tue 
Pence in the Pound; but put aſhore they 
were, and wander'd in Droves about. the 
Country. I have frequently met with For. 
ty and Fifty in a Gang that had not a SH 
ling or Eighteen Pence in the whole Compa, 
ny, and that perhaps given them in Char, 
ty; and yet this ill Uſage did not provoke, o 
neceſſitate theſe People to commit any. Dif. 
orders in the Country where they march'd. 
There was one Gentleman in Kent that 
reliev'd,. or refreſh'd Hundreds of them as 
they paſt by his Door, and upon my fa). 
ing to a Man of Figure in the Navy Office, 
that the Gentleman; qught to be taken no. 
tice of by the Government for his Zeal and 
Goodneſs, in cheriſhing theſe poor Men, 
Was anſwer'd, That indeed he ſhou'd he 
taken notice of, but not my way, for What 
had he to do, to meddle or make with 
Buſineſs that did not concern him. 
About :Two or Three Hundred of them 
Rope the Ning Coach at Guilford, and 
on their Knees humbly implor'd his Ma- 
jeſty's Compaſſion on them: But, be that 
ſavid us from all the Miſeries that cou'd at. 
tend us in this Life, and neglected his Baſe 
and Safety far an ungrateful People, hadi nat 
Power to remedy theſe curſed Evils, Heing 
loaded wath a War Abroad, and ſo ,excam- 
|! tad, and 'baraſs* d at home by as, 


nding 
085, 
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4 
Actions, whoſe Strife was chiefly who _ 


Whou'd rend, tear, devour, and make 2 


rey of the Publick, that tis . it 


= “ his precious Life. 


But to return, at laſt this Matter was - 
rought before the Houſe of Commons, and a 
ommittee appointed to examine what was 
he Reaſon of this Treatment of the Seg- 
en, and indeed they did find, that *twas 
jot for want of Money to pay them, but 
he Clerks that kept the Keys of the Mo- 
ey Box chanc'd to be out of Ftbe way. In 

IC — ſome Fri volous or ridiculous Excaſe | 
vas made, and ſo it dropt. ” 

I will conclude this Head with two or Inflances 
hree Inſtances, to ſhow in part the Ways bor the 
nd Means how the Chief Officers of ti 1 

avy purchaſe ſuch great Eſtates, as moſt Ras 

df 58 bave, out of the Ruins of the Pub- if 
ick. 
There was a Stors-keeper at Portſmouth, | 
mongſt many other Rogueries, mentions, 
ind proves this one Particular, which no 24 
doubt have been more than once repeated 
n that Yard, and others. A parcel of Hemp, 1 
and other Stores, which upon a Survey was q 
aſt as unſerviceable, and ſo expos d to Sale 
dy Inch ꝙ Candle; but every thing being 
order'd according to Art, to carry on the 

Cheat, their own Tools were ready to buy 
it which vas. done for about a Handrad 

Pound; 
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Pound; but the very ſame individual Goods od; 


in a very few Weeks time, were afterward 
— to the King for above Three Thouſanl 


Another Inſtance is in their ſcandalu. 
Contracts, which is, and have ever been: 
rare Perquiſite. They made a Contra4 
with a certain Perſon for the Repair of Portſ. 
mouth Dock, and a great Officer of the Nay, 
whoſe proper Buſineſs was to be moſtcon- 
cern'd in making ſuch Contracts, told the 
Perſon, that all Men muſt live by their 


Places, and therefore *twas uſual in ſuch 


Caſes to preſent a pair of Gloves; and the 
Man knowing it to be true, gave him Hue 


Hundred Guineas, which he thought was 


pretty well, but a Fortnight or three Weeks 


.. after he wanted Three Hundred more ;' the 


Undertaker told him *twas impoſſible for 
him to give ſo much for his good Will, be. 


cauſe the Profit of the Contract would not 
bear it, and ſo he ſhou'd be a looſer, or in 


danger of being undone by it; the Officer 


told him, if his Contract wou'd not bear 
ſuch large Preſents, he cou'd make it, and 
order'd him to put a greater Price on his 
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ſame Goods at a little more than half the 
Price, which was the uſual Rate ſold to 
private Perſons. The Officer anſwer'd, 
That he was not to trouble his Head with - 
that, for he, and two others which he 
nam'd, ruPd the Board, and nothing was 
ever queſtion'd that they did. However, 

the Contractor would not go his lengths, fo 

that they parted in Anger, not without 
Threatnings from the'Offcer, that he ſhou'd 
repent his not complying with his Demands. 
The Contractor went to work, but was 
made fo, uneaſy, by not making his Pay. © 
nents to him according to his Contract, and 

yet ſuing him for not performing Articles, 
that perceiving they defign'd utterly to ruin 
him, he very fairly diſcover'd, and prov'd 
the whole Villany. _ 1 8 
Of late Years they ap 
of Officer, call'd Clerk 
by the way, the Officers depending on our 
Navy are about ten Times as many as the 
French or Dutch uſe, and yet our Fleet is 
not the tenth Part ſo well regulated ; and 
as theſe Officers multiply, they multiply Me- 
thods, Ways and Means to ſupport them 
and enable them to grow Rich; ſo that paſ- 
ling an Account, or other Buſineſs in the 
Navy Office is much like a Chancery Suit, 
and ſhall as long lie by the Walks, except, 
like that, *tis well paid for before it can 


S Kar 


inted a new Sort Clerk of 
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the Petitions, for, ade litt. 
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_ writing their Petitions themſelves, yet thy 


diſpacht. This Clerk of the Petitions, fy. 
have Money, that make any Applicatin 


not yet got an AF of Parliament to prohiby 


_ uſual Form, or Length they confine them. 
ſelves to, becauſe they have a multitude i 
them on their Hands at a time) they ſhul 
have but a very indifferent Anſwer, ifan 


In ſhort, the late Clerk of the Petitiu, 
from the meaneſt beginning has now a gre 
Eſtate, and the preſent in a fair way of gt 
ting one alſo: No doubt of it, theſe 
or ſuch like, are farm'd of ſomebody a 
valuable Conſiderations. N 


the Seamey, muſt read theſe follow 
Pamphlets, where all the Afidavits an 


. , * 5 wr dhe 
rn. oy . 
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ſooth, is to draw all Peoples Petitions wh 
this way to the Board, and tho” they han 
all Perſons from making uſe of a Friend, u 


who do ſo, their Buſineſs ſhall go vey 
heavily on; beſides, tis to this Clerk thy 
muſt apply for an Anſwer, and if the Pe 
tion be not of his own drawing, (which 
uſually very ſhort, without much regardy 
the Matter, which ſometimes cannot poſi 
bly be contain'd in three or four Lines, the 


yy ww & Q) aA... py (nd 


at all, beſides the Advantage of prying ini 
all Peoples Buſineſs, and managing Maj 
ters accordingly. „„ 


pans 223 anuj pups 2 


Places, 


WO. 


If any one will be at the Pains to ſee mor 
particular, or larger Profs of the Abuſes 


0 


Leg 
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Proofs are mention'd at large, vis. 
Juſtice perverted, &c. by Mr. Crosfield, Books s 


with ſeveral other of his Books. _ a 
Mr. Hoar*s Complaint of the eAbuſes in ufa ond 
| 22 | 7 25 | 


eA Dialogue between a modern Courtier, Wi — 
and an honeſi Gentleman. By the ſame Au- Hdd. 
thor. . 3 ling. 
Mr. Everet, a SHipwright, his Book. 
Mr. Trevor, formerly Store-keeper at 
Portſmouth, and many ot here. 
If the Sailor had his full Wages, and duly 
paid, *tis little enough for him and his Fa- 
mily, conſidering the Service he does his 
Country. But J appeal to the Sailors, and 
all Mankind that know their Circumſtan- 
ces, how they have been us'd in all Re- 
ſpects, as to Victuals, Wages, and all 
Things relating to them. . 

Tis not the Intent of this little Book 

to deſcend to all Particulars, which wou'd 
be endleſs, and ſwell it to an immenſe 
Bulk; beſides, it has been done before, 
and prov'd a hundred Times over, and be- 
lieve moſt Men are well enough appriz'd 
of it; but if our Nation is not, other Va- 
tions who have got ſo many of our Sa- 
men in their Service, know it perfectly 
well. Theſe, and many of our Ship. Bui 
ders, for want of Eneouragement, ha ve run 
to them, taught them the Ar? of nilding 
IM a 5 | | Ships 
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Ships of War, and then helping to fight 
| More Sea- them againſt their own Country; beſides, 
men loft , *tis believ'd there has been many more Ses. 
2 mes died for want of due Care taken of 
taken of them, and ill Uſage, than were killed in 
then, 192" Fight, I have heard many of them profel,, 
in Fight, that Algier Slavery was as tolerable as the 

Uſage they have met with in their Coun- 
try's Service. Our Sailors are Exgliſb Men, 
and certainly deſerve the valuable Bleſſings 
of Liberty and Property, as well as any of 
their Fellow Subjects; but how much they 
enjoy that, when they are forc'd inta a Ser- 
vice againſt their Wills, which deftroys 

them, when if at Liberty, are able to get 
their Bread, not only in their own Country, 
but moſt other Nations in the World; let 
any one judge? Certainly they are rational 
Creatures, and do not make all theſe Com- ti 
plaints without any cauſe. - 
The Sailor that knows how to fight, and 1 


Q. ROMCHWwBOo.7JY{.ae 00 e a 


Sail the Ship, ſometimes better than his Wl 
Officer, can alſo tell when he is paid his n. 
Wages, or whether he has his due in that in 
and Victuals. There were ſome of our Caf- WW ir 


tains who were good Sailors, and kind to 2 

the Men, never had Occaſion to preſs. a to 

Man; and thoſe Officers always did moſt g. 

Service, and took moſt Prizes. If the Sea. fe 
„ mien had exact Juſtice, the Nation's Ser- ex 
vice is to be preferr'd before any Service ſa 
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at Sea in the World; but tis not without 
great Reaſon the Sam's 1& deteſt it; for 
belides the Wrong done tliem in relation 
to the Wages and Victuals, the Tyranny 
exercis'd over them on Board- Ship by ups. 


ſtart Commanders, and the little Hopes 
they have ever X6- be preferr'd, let them 
ſerve never ſo long, or merit ever ſo much; 
except they have” 4 Friends, or that 
which 4550 only prevailing Argument 
now. a. Mone 75, both Which t poor 
Tarr is 5 farnifiva with. I muſt not 
be tedious; but theſe are but ſmall hints 
2 the Suffering of thoſe more than necef. 

ſary People, Or rather Men, of abſolute 
Neceſſity for the Happiness of theſe King? 


| GT A Hy a 


[ beg my Reader to to beifeve,1 1 write net- The 4. 
ther 48 4 9 nor 4 Flatterer; I M 


[ ardently court Truth; and if I make any L 


Miſtake, tis an Error of my Judgment, ledge: « A 


not of my Mind: Therefore not witfſtand- 

ing all the Severity, or bold Truths found 
in this Book, I ſhall not be ſo ſo wer 4 Cris 
tick as to make it my whole 'Bufineſs 

to find. fault without doing Fuſtice, and 
giving due Praiſe where I have 4 handle 
tor it; for I hope if I live ſome time, ank 
ever Write af ain, I ſhall ha ve a more plea . 


Uno is ** more agreeable to 


me 


* 


0 


artial- 


am neither ſway'd by Terror for Re ward, b to the 


» 
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me, which is to congratulate with my 


all theſe Grievances; the Proſperity and 


Flouriſhing Condition of the Nation, 
which I have great Reaſon to believe will 


be the Effects of his Majeſty's Happy Go- 
vernment, becauſe, notwithſtandiag the 


dangerous Ferment, or Rebellion, which | 
took up ſo much Time of our Ee 
A Bn 


yet many Evils have been red 
this Book was begun to be writ, particular. 
ly in relation to our Samen, ſome Laws are 


made for their Advantage: They are bet · 
ter paid; the Diſcount upon their Tickets 
and Bills is very much leſſen'd to what it 


was. There is a worthy Set of Gentle 


men now at the Admiralty Board, with a 
noble Peer at the Head of them, which 
hook France in the great Defeat at Sea he 


gave them at La Hogue ; beſides, the Ser- 


Wee ſtill labour under, without the leaſt De- 
n, or Infineation againſt the preſent A 
miniſtration, from whom only, under Go 


©  - vice he did his Country, by his excellent 
Conduct in the Mediterranean; and the Fleet 
never was ſo Formidable, or ſo Terrible to 
our Enemies, as under his W ir | 


In ſhort, the ſcope of this Book, is in 


Part to ſhow the Diftempers we have 1a. 
bour'd under; and in the other Part, what 


+ 


5 


we can hope for the redreſs of theſe Evils. 
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My humble Opinion is, that if the Sea- To maks 
men's Tickets, and if poſſible all Naw 1 
| Bills, Were made ready Money; as Exche- kees and 

quer Bills, it wou'd be 4 mighty Encou- 1 Fill 
ragement for the poor Sailor; and his Fa: quer Bill: 

mily, becauſe *tis the beſt Pay in the World; 

deſtroys Ticket-Buying; and, faves the 
Government a vaſt deal for paying Bills \ 

only in Courſe, or rather Partially, makes 

the Contractor hold up the Price of Goods; 

for when there is no Diſcount woo the Bills 

the Government wou'd have all Things at 

the beſt hand, whereas it gets nothing now 

but great Diſadvantages by theſe Delays in 
Payments, and no Profit is rea p'd by it, bur 

by a parcel of Rogues who live upon the 
Ruins of the poor Sailer, and the Di/treſſes 

the Public. 2 3 1 

But after all, there is no Cure för theſe out of 4 
Evils, or the like; without a Publick Spirit Pres 61 3 
can in ſome Meaſure be reftor'd to this e Caſs 
Kingdom; and brought more in Faſhion; 4 e 
than it has been of late Years; the want of rs af 
which is the true Cauſe of all our Misfors | 
tunes, for to ſuch a Degeneracy the Ape is 
fallen, that he is laugh'd at and ridicubd 
who preaches it up. We are generally 
| tickPd with fine worded Harangves, A- 
muſements on fooliſh and indifferent Sub- _ © 
jects, and Things N is ſo honeſt and 
—_ At, 
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bold that dares and appear bare- 
| fac'd 
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fac'd in the Cauſe of his Country a ainſt b | 


formidable a Party, who he mult of necefſi- 
ty Oppoſe, and whoſe Views are to build 
1 Fortunes on its Ruin. Tis almoſt 
become a common Proverb, that Kzags at 
born to be cheated ; that *tis at moſt 


t a 
venial Sin; and to make uſe of all Opportu- 
nities, if you have a Poſt, to plunder the 
Publick, and get an Eſtate, 1s counted good 

Policy, and he is look'd upon as a Fool who 
_"——_—_—_—_— ...... 7. 611 wr He 
TI have often heard this helliſh Principle 
juſtify?d in many Companies, and any one 


5 that held the contrary laugh'd at, and told 


he was never born to be Rich; that much 
good may do him with his Religion, and 
muſty Morals, which wou'd be io far from 


keeping him a Coach, that *rwou'd hardly | 


buy him a Dinner; but the worthy Gen- 


tlemen before mention'd had ſomething. 

_ _ - - more ſubſtantial to truſt to: So when theſe 

„  _ Wretches have damn'd, or diſpatch'd out 
of the World all Honeſty, Virtue, and the 


very Notions of it, they go farther to diſ⸗- 
2 courage all Art and Ingenuity, but the 
_ ariift« the Art of Cheating; for there is no Nati- 
vage on under Heaven ſtarves ſo many Ingeni- 
ag a In . N al 5 3 . . 
England Ous Men as England, which is a Nation of 
of any Na all others beſt able to cheriſh them; for 
en. When Avarice and Corruption are got into 
Power, to plead Merit, long Service, and 
| Pegg iv yg de Ho- 
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for it, for fear he ſhou'd tell Tales, and de- 


and to make what Profit he can of his Em- 


Selling of Place. „ 
We find that this Maxim, like Golden 73, gate: + 
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| Selling of Places: 53, 
Honeſty, is made a mere Jeſt; the Queſti- 
on is, what Money have you brought? 
Thus a Fool, and unqualify'd Perſon buys 8:ling of 
a Place, and a Knave ſells it, and he that 7:9 
ſells it is bound to ſupport the Buyer in it, 
let him be never ſo great a Knave, or unfit 


mand his Money again; and he that has 
given Money for a Place, concludes he may 
do what he pleaſes, and take all Advantages, 
good oribad, to get up his Purchaſe Money, 


ployment ; ſo between Ignorance and Ro- 
guery, the Publick is moſt wretchedly a- 
bus'd, which is the Fruits of Selling Pla- 

I will here give the Opinion, or Judg- 
ment of the Ancients. about Buying and 


Pillars, ſupported the moſt Flouriſhing of Offices. 
and Victorious Cities in the World, Th 40 | 
the Sale of Offices is the greateſt Wrong that canto +. 
and Afront that can be offer'd to a Com-ofri% 
monwealth ; and that Money ought not to 
Buy thoſe Places which may, nay, ought 
to be the Reward: of | Virtue ;\ for Cove. 
touſneſs is ſo pernicious a Weed, that it 
choaks and over- runs the Merits of deſer- = 
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54 Sulig of Places 1 


The Athe- 1 he e, while any Honeſty te, 
7 wag main'd amon ther, poſitively forbid, and 
againſt ſuch Pra 


ent continually declaim? 
| 4 ces as diſhonourahle, £&fc. | 
Sls they The Lacedemonians, 4 People the maj 
ful i. ſtrictly Virtuous of all others, by obſerving 
the juſt Laws of Lycurgus againſt it, ohn. 
tinued an Happ People for Eight Hun- 
dred Years, w they being govern'd by | 
Experience from their Neighbour's Fate, 
counted the Sale of Qffices, and = f 
Bribes, to be utterl deſtructive to | 
Honeſty, and. the 22 Rules of 
good Policy; of which Truth, at laſt, t 
themſelves became miſerable Inſtances. 
ter Agi and Lyſander had filled the City 
with Riches, Whence laxing the Reins of 
ſtri& Virtye | and Juſtice, and indul ing 
| Senſuality, the remiſneſs of their 
5 i: ſtrates either permitted, or over-look'd the 
Eren Introduction of thoſe villanous Practise 
rocky Ruin Which had been the utter Ruin of their 
and De- Neighbours, and concluded in the total A- 
Le nh. bolition of all their former Honour and Li 
berty, and their very Being it (elf; 2 the 
patpral Conſequence of purchaſin 
s, and taking Bribes, is — ah 
ede comes Strife, and Ruin wh 
— ok Attendant. 2 
The Roman Government, when, it ap 
| arg in its poet. Beauty, and moſt 
| flouriſp- 
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Slg of Places, 
flouriſhing Condition, ſeverely fined and 
puniſh'd thoſe who'ſought Offices by Bribe- 
ry or Favours, or took upon themſelves Em- 

ments, for the Diſcharge of which they 


lo 
bold not appear meritoriouſly Capable. 
And it's Remarkable, that then ſome vitia- 


ted Men of the Republick were ſowing 


and lay ing the Foundations of her Ruin and 


Calamities, when ſhe brook'd fo patientiß 


| 
* 
F 55 1. 
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the Seeds of future inteſtine Difſentions, 


the farcaſtick Scoff of Jugurth, That all Tie ſane 


% Fate heft 


Things at Rome were to be had for M * 
"Twas then (not this preſent Fapiſticzl — 
Rome, which ſells Heaven and Earth, but) 2 fang 


old Heathen Rome, whoſe victorious Eagles 


had raiſed themſelvestgan unequal d height, 


and difplay'd their extenſive Wings over all 
the known World; who by the immoveable 
Juſtice and Integrity of her Laws, and Ex- 


actneſs of her Policies, obliged more Nati- 


ons to acknowledge her Soyereignty, and 


importune her Friendſhip, than were ſub- 


du'd by the Threats and Menaces of the 


proudeft Monarchy, till through the Vice, 


Folly, and viperous Treachery of her Ma. 


. neglecting their Duty, dwind- 
ing by Degrees from her former Excellence, 
ſhe became ſo enfeebled by her daily Cor- 
ruptions, that ſhe, whoſe Virtves had once 


made her Miſtreſs of the World, had not 
Power enough left to conquer her own Vices. 
| "04 © Their 


7 


Their Hiſtorians aſſign the Reaſon, via 
They made Faſtice ſubſervient to Covetouſneſs, 
and Virtue a ſtalking Horſe to Extortion. And 
they who but nibled at the Margin of Haſto- 
ry, know that the unreproved, and unre- 
, ſtrained diſſoluteneſs of their Manners, | was / 
the original Ground of all their Inteſtine 


4x4 gave Convullions and Diſorders, giving thereby 
port · Opportunity to Pompey and Cx/ar, &c. ho 


nity 20 
Pompe 


to gratifie their Ambition by Briberies, £9, 


to grat l 
45d Cziar ſooth'd and brought the People into the ap- 
70 enfo?y proving of their being preferred, which: 


BOOM: 


fors, and wicked Paraſites, which ſo diſpi- 
rited the People, that it was an inlet to 


when done, their Sun- ſhine refreſhing thoſe 
below, ſtrengthned their Parties, ſo as Ne- 
mine Contradicente, they paſſed what Votes 
they pleaſed, even that for the perpetual 
Ditatorſhip, to the depreſſion of V irtue,and 
taking away the meaneſt Subjects Rights 
and Liberties, and ſuffering a Thouſand 
Calamities, Rapines, Murders, and other 
Enormities from the Perſons of their Empe: | 


the | Goths and Vandals to invade. them, 
Which terminated in the irrecoverable, and 
entire extinct ion of the Glory and Great- 


\ . 


neſs of that famous Empire.. 
If Rome, which was provided with ſo 
many Hundred Counſellors of State, and 


3 0 


had fa many Thouſands of Citizens that 


 loy'd their Libertics, was not able to pre- 


ler ye 
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Selling of Places. Tn - 
ferve 1 3 when once Places were 
ſet to Sale, and Bribery encourag'd, then 
how can we expect a milder Fate, ſince it 
is amongſt us not only conniv'd at, but pro- 
moted ? Eipecially in the City, Army, and 
Law, if not at Court, and in all the Offices 
in general. 

Property, the T win-Brother to Self. pre- 
ſervation, in all Ages hath been conteſted 
for. At Rome the Patricii could not keep 
the People quiet, till they yielded to have 


their Tribuzes to be conſulted with before 


any Laws were made, leaſt their Properties 
ſhould be invaded; and whilſt they pre- N 
ſerv'd, and retain'd that Liberty, the Em- 
pire fouriſh'd, but when once they had for the 
parted with that Proper berg (their native 34 7 he 
Right) bribed by the Patricii, grown Parka 


| Rich by the Faſtern Conqueſt, they ſoon?;!; with 


their I 
became Vaſſals to their ambitious Govers pn Pl 


nors, and bowed the Knee to the Images 5, 8 2 


they themſelves had ſet u. — N 


The pernicious Vices of Bribery, and ſel- Bribery, 


ling of Places, was ſo hated, even by the and Saleof 9 


Porſ ban Cambyſes, that he flea'd one of his u | 
Judges for it ; but. certainly it wou'd have ) ky 

been a very unjuſt Puniſhment, if he before 
had fold him his Place; much more had it 
been farmed to himat a rack'd Rent: But 


| 


1 
, 
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58 Complaints of Fraue generally 5 


his Father's Skin to be the in the of his 
Cuſhion, to terrifie him from the ike 'O 
—_e 
But as this Evil is become ſo 2 
and all the feeble Remedies hitherto a 
render'd ineffectual, the Sin, like othet 
cious Habits, is hardly thought a Crime 
and few concern d at the diſmal Conſequen 
ces that attend this, or any Government 
by it. But I ſhall enlarge a little on one 
Particular which I conceive naturally 4c. 
crues from this ſcandalous Management; 
that is, as the Buyer and Seller may bot 
be very well intitled to the 1 +. 
' Gnplaints Fool and Knave, ſo when any omplaink 
are made 'of the Publick 64 . d ati 
cheated, ſuch Complaints are 1 ſti 
_ - fled, and the infortatrs ruin'd. This is f 
RG, that no Nation under Heaven 
| 7 e ſince the Creation, can ſhew the 
r Number and Quality, as may be 
produced amongſt Us, if We look no longe 
ack than fince the Reftoration ; and more 
plentiful Inſtances fince the Revolution, fir 
then they thickned —_— Us. To relate all 
© ah Partiohilzes wou fill a Volume as big 
as the Book of Were but I am certaits 
ly inform'd that a Gentleman f is upon thi 
Work of our univerſal Corruptions, in all 
|| Offices and Employments, wherein the 
1 Facts and Proofs wil all be laid open, el 
| Wor 
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Complaints of Frauds generally flifled. 59 
world may ſee what a Condition We are 
in, and what may be the fatal Conſequen- 
ces of continuing in it. This will be a large 
Book, and has coſt great Time and EX. 
pence, but may be of infinite Benefit to the 
Publick. But what I aſſert at preſent can- 
not be deny'd, even by the Criminals them- 

ſelves, tho with a ſalvo of their own Inno- 
cency ; and the Buſineſs of this ſmall Trea- 

tiſe is only to touch on Generals, which all 
Mankind agree in, tho? every one does not 

think on, or call often to mind the fad 

Caſe his Country is reduc'd to by theſe 
Corruptions, which, like a Gangreen, may 
turn to a Mortification, The Gaze#tes, n. Gs- 
for theſe many Years, are filPd with Anoxi- zente bar 
mous Letters to the great Officers, _— h — 
to diſcover ſeveral Frauds and Abuſes, and t 
in return they are promis'd due Protection 2 . 
and Encouragement; now it vou d be we- ſr | 
ry ſatisfactory to moſt People, eſpecially / 
"thoſe who have any Value for their Coun- 
try, to know what has been done, or 2 
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| cover'd for the Benefit of the Publick, and 
how the Diſcoverer has been rewarded, for + 
the Encouragement of others to be vigilant #4 

in watching for the general Good; and . bearof | | | 


t 


withſtanding ſo many Hundred Advertiſe. fun 
ments, there is a profound Silence kept aG. 


LJ 


what Knaves have been made Examples boner 3 
turn d out, or puniſh'd any way, but not. have bvew 


bo Complaints of Frauds generally flifled. 

to Proceedings, except by thoſe People who 

have been ruin'd, inſtead of rewarded, for 

the Service they intended the Nation, by 

not only diſcovering, but proving the 

Cheats, and clandeſtine Management in 

But many Moſt of the Offices. There are many. fla. 

. e grant Inſtances of Perſons that have ven. 

bare tur'd, and ſpent the beſt part of their Life 

brought all their Subſtance, in the Service of their 

#beſe Com Country; particularly in detecting Rogues, 
plaints. . . : 

and. Villanies of the deepeſt die, and have 

prov'd all by Oaths of Perſons of undoubted | 

Credit, as clear as the Sun, and after all 

have been ruin'd, and almoſt ſtarv'd to 

Death. Theſe are Facts which are very 


7 w aa a ans. wont ne ae. ame cine onus 
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- aſtoniſhing, but they are true; and tho 6 
many are dead, there are ſeveral living ; 
; Witneſſes till to produce; fo that 'tis come o 
to a Proverb, That if any one deſigns to h 
give Information of Frauds, or Abuſes of Wl 
the Publick, he is told by them h⁰ have 2 
ſad Experience of it, that he runs upon the i: 
point of a Sword; as if a Confederacy, Net 


or thorough Combination was enter 'd in. .. 
to by thoſe in Offices, to ſtand by one a · f. 
nother, againſt all choſe who they call In- WW o. 
formers, as being a Power more han ful. 1. 
cient to cruſh and extirpate theſe poor A- m 


nimals, that ſo they might make a Prey of fe 
the Publick without Interruption or Con- tb 
ttoul; and this is Fact, that their Stan MV 
e as 


* 
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Complaints of Frauds generally ſtifted. 61 
has been ſo Formidable, that when a Miſ- 
management has gone ſo high as to be prov'd 
before the Houſe of Lords, and their Lord- 

ſhips been convinc'd of the Evil attending 

it, and have made an Ae e 

ly, humbly begging their Prince to remedy 

it; yet notwithſtanding all this, their In- 
tereſt has been ſo great, as, that inſtead of 
being turn'd out, and puniſh'd; the Crimi- 

nals have been continu'd in their, Poſts, and 
carry'd on the fame Trade. One e Objec- 
they have againſt, Encouragement of Infor- con «- 

. Q | . . gainſt en- 
mations againſt, Men of Figure, or in Poſts, argeg 
that tweu'd give an Interruption to all.Informari- 
manner of Buſineſs, to hear frivolous Com- 
plaints, and the Government wou'd find it 
hard te get Men of Parts on theſe Conditi- 
ons to ſerve. But are all Informations that 4uſver'd. 
have been, or may be brought, frivolous? 
Certainly an upright way of judging, and 
adminiſtring Juſtice, might be found out 
in this Caſe, as well as in others; and 


'twou'd. be no hard Matter to diſtinguiſh, Ws 
whether a Complaint was prov'd, and juſt. 
from one that was malicious, vexatious | 


or frivolous. Let there be more Severity 
us d in both Caſes, and the malicious Infor. 
mer puniſht, as well as the Criminal in- 
form'd againſt, if prov'd ſo, I have heard, Te 


that that Excellent Prince, the Czar of ent Me- 


Muſcovy, is ſo exact in this Point, that the Git 
5 meaneſt 


oF Uſeful Diſcoveries | neple N 

meaneſt Subject in his Dominions 1 0 
plain againſt the greateſt Peer of his Realm 

and if his Courts of Judicature delays,” ot 

denies Juſtice, he may appeal to the Ca 

own Perſon, and none dares hinder his Ac. 

ceſs, where he ſhall be certain of ſp 

and impartial Juſtice. *Tis not to be ſup 

pos d, the Czar is fond of impertinent Com. 

plaints ; undoubtedly, by this Method hes | 

5 troubled with very ſe, becauſe the Terror 

; of his Juſtice is ſuch, that his Officers ven- 

7 WO Sb hecke 3 or is, — of his 

Zubjects, as iring of any Pardon, dt 

Connivance from: a Prince, "Hae In thok 

Caſes is no reſpecter of Perſons : But out 

Caſe is, that our good Kjzgs have ſeldom 

Power enough, but our bad Princes always 

complimented with too much. Tis very 

Melancholly, to conſider thoſe few Inftan- 

ces of publick ſpirited Men amongft Vs, | 

nerous Lovers of their Country, more 

an their private ſordid Gain, ſhou'd he ſo 

miſerably diſcountenanc'd and neglected, 

as to want Bread; tis in the Words of out 

nt Gracious Soveraigs (tho? upon anv- 

ther Occaſion) both Unjuſt and Ungrateful. 

Uſeful Bo- There is another great Stupidity reigns in 

35 this Nation, if it deſerves nota We e 

297 that is a flight of thoſe Perſons who/ haye 

xegle#ed. made great and beneficial Diſcoveries for the 

Advantage of the Nation, and a Neglect 


6f 


of thoſe Diſcoveries. Columbus firſt offer'd 


ger ago than the late Queens Reign, a 
Perſon made a Diſcovery to the Lord of Ox- 
ford, then Lord- High- Treaſurer, of ſome ve · 
rich Gold Mines on the Continent, near 


1 
} 


was free for Us, or any other Nation 
that firſt; ſeizʒ d it to Claim it in Propriety; 


oo fine Promiſes for two or three Years, 


of it, and have taken Poſſeſſion of the Place, 


yearly. 


'Tis the uſual Way when any Ingenious 


thing ver advanta 10us to his Country, 
when he has apply'd to.a Courtier, either 
the Project is rejected, which moſt are that 
tends to a general Benefit; or if lik'd, the 


tells him that he ſees now, how Wits can 
jump together, for twas his own Thoughts 
ſome tim̃e ſince, but he is mightily confirm'd 
in the Uſefulneſs of it, by | 
of. ſo Ingenious à Man; and fo 
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Uſeful Diſcoveries aladdadl. 53 


the Diſcovery of the Meſt- Indies to Exp- 
land; and I am credibly inform'd,: no 103 


ragile, but not under the Claim of the 
Fortugue e, or any other Prince, and that 
but this poor Man lay waiting, and feeding 
ill he had been ftary*d to Death, if a Gen. 
tleman of my Acquaintance had not reliev*d 
him: But at laſt the 'Portugaeze got Notice 


and tis Farm'd of the Cron at a vaſt um 


Man that has taken Pa ins, and ſtudiĩed ſome - 


honeſt Courtier praiſes the Projector, and 
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64 Our preſent Corruptiour dangerous 
Gentleman who was big with Expe 
on that he had rais'd his Fortune, by 
ject ing at great Coſts and Pains 4 Met 


to ſerve his Country, is fobb'd off With x 
Grin and Compliment; and if his Project is 
put in practice, tis ſtudied how to make if 
ſubſervient to the Courtier's Intereſt, and 
not to the Pub lig. 
I repeat it once more, that I wou'd not 
be miſunderſtood I inſinuate any Thing 
throughout this whole Book againſt Perſons 


in the preſent Adminiſtrations. I hope, and ll © 
believe better from them; but if this Male. 
Adminiftration has not formerly heen, and 
that very lately, I believe almoſt the whole Bll © 
Nation is miſtaken, as well as my ſell 

our pre. Companies, Projectors, Stock-jobbers,: and ] 
ſent Cor- knaviſh Lawyers, like a Leproſy;: ſtick Cloſe Bll te 
rupee. to us till, and when We ſhall have a Cure WG 
2 God alone knows. God has undoubtedly WD 
ſerv*d Us from our Foreign Enemies, by L 
nding Us his preſent Majeſty King ve 
GEORG E, and now the late Rebellion ¶ be 

is down, yet we have the moſt dangerou . 
Enemy to ſubdue, our own Corruptions; ¶ in 
_. *tis nothing under Heaven, but this, can {Wot 
Ruin the greateſt People in the World. tu: 
I cannot but admire at the Thoughts of 2 th. 
modern Author, ho expreſſes himſel thus. N lic 
4 If ever the Exgli Will be truly Mighty, be 
not in Diſcourſe, but in Reality, they I Bc 
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_ Oorruptuons in Elections. 65 
« muſt begin it by their Labours, as well 

t as by their Weapons; they muſt -rouze 

« from the — and pant after Im- 
« provements: Til they reſolve to do this, 
„in vain will they conquer; their Ardor 

« will cool at the end of their Wars, and 

« they will give up the Fruits of their own 

« Victories. In ſhort, the Arts of Peace 
„and Induſtry muſt proceed ſtep by ſtep 

« with the Succeſs of our Armies. The 


« trymen, our Fiſhers, and our Miners, 
© muſt advance in Proportion to the reſt of 
« our Triumphs, or Seas of Blood may be 
e ſpilt. to no purpoſt“ . 
A Nation may be compar'd to a Bes- 


bive, the labouring and induſtrious People 


to the 'Bees, which except the Owner, or 

Governor of the Hive defends againſt thoſe 

Drones, and Waſps, call'd Stock. jobbera, 

Lawyers, &c. the Hive will yield him but 

very little Honey, and the Bees themſelves 

be ſtarv'd and waſte wax. 
We have another Evil which touches Us c. 


— 


in the moſt ſenſible Part, vis. the Electing 287 1 


Jof Parliament Men. Tis not half a Cen- Pt 
tury ago, ſince twas common for a Wor- nent e | | 


thy Gentleman who was fam'd for his Pub- 
lick Spirit, to be choſe in his Parlour, and 
beg'd to Repreſent his County, City, or 
Borough, in the * Commons. 1 
| . F Caſe 
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Caſe is ſo ſtrangely alter d, Keg now; 3 

tleman ſhall exhauſt his Eſtate, and ſpend 
vaſt Sums to get to, be elected for à pitifu 
Borough; there muſt be ſome great Myſte 
xy in lis, but *tis rarely for any good Mo- 
tive; for if they have nothing in View but 


66 


Borough. 


purely the Service of their Country, tis x 


Dad 


Place of Charge, and no manner; of 'Profit, 
which in this bad Age, ſo few. are fond ai 
chat inſtead of giving Money to put them 
in a Capacity to do good to the Publick, 
there is few Men to be found, tho? of never 
ſo great Eſtates, that will ſerve without 
round Salaries, if they have not ſtrong In- 
clinations to Perquiſites alſo. The frequient 
Orders of rhe Houſe againſt Bribery and 
Corruptions in Elections, has had bus lit 
tle effect, for moſt: People believe they a 
cali evaded. But one great Fault lyes 


in 
which are generally of Cob 


per, to fell their Votes, Bin- 
ae and < 9 for a ſmall Sum, 
at is worſe, a Pot of Ale. *Tis hardy 
to be remedied now (except. it be by tbe 
u ay of Balloting) ſince Cuſtem hat 0 
Ballots riveted it in the | Nature of the  Peqple, 
which neceſſitates ſome honeſt Gentlemen 
to. take uſe. of thoſe Methods to keep 
out others, who. wou'd #0: nn, 40 
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Carruptions in the Law: 2 


1 vil mae fome Remarks op the Ma- Cry 2 
nagement gf our Law. Here one has a lar Lay. 
Field of Villanies to travel In. We = 

we have the beſt Laws in the Wort 
Magna Gharta;. and the Lord 1 * vvhat 
We talk; much of Liberty and hand 
and with-Reafon claim it as our 
praiſe our Excellent Conſtitution above all 
others, and ſo it is if ve 9550 to it; but 
all this is little more than a jingle of Fea 
which haye- 2 delicate Sound. How We; yo 
enjoy theſe Bleſſings, the 1 | who 
are our Guardians, "ap haye the Cuftody 
of this — .Patrimony, will no doubt gie 
1 2 of. To borrow 7 2 _ 
ords from the Ms tis moſt cor- 
ain 195 I Men ha o eee, ate 
hle Rigi to Fuſtice, tis their 
fore Ne, but We * 1 ch e Ramaniſte, 
who make it very difficult for the Poor, and 
y eaſy: for the Rich to gain Heaven; fo 
ia? in was Maneyof Toh, ſequence, he 
ſhall Want both Lato 1 3 At LOS 
Rate poor. Men are in a miſer | \ 1 
Who. avg: walther 4 FRY ko: Keaven or "+I 


Earth. 
No 
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"As Matters abe eat in 6 
Lawyers, there is no 
der the N for inſtead of 
one Tyrsat, as in an ab 
N Hundred es What 


fortunate 
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' fortunate Wretch amon Us, that is To mi. 

ſerable as to have no Money, can have the 
Benefit of the Law as to the Recovery, of his 

Right, or defending himſelf againſt O | 

ſion? J will endeavour to illuſtrate 

two Caſes; and if I am in a miſtake for w 

Without ofunderſtandingt the La w, or any 4 
-_ o: *#*culars contain'd in this T ra, I beg Pardon, 
fille for for The firſt is of a Stranger that ſhall come 

any one aup to Town, and thro! Malice, or any 6- 
recover or ther Motive, be arreſted in the City; fa,, 
defeni even by a Man that owes him Money, And 
_ ſhall be carried to one of the Counters, il he 

Pin. ha ve not Two ſubſtantial Houſe-keepets 

Tnhabitants of the City, ſuch as the Ser. 

Jeants ſhall approve of, to be his Bail: Now 

We 2 this a very poor Man, that has 

not a Shilling to help himſelf, nor any Ke 

y or Friend, Within reach; And 

is will not be deny d, is, and has been 

onthe poor Man's Caſe; the firſt Uſage he 

meets with, is, that his Clothes are 130 

from his back for Garniſh Money, a 

ther Rogueries ſuffer d, and practis q th 

Goal; and after I. ying ſometime onthe 

; Ground amongſt Villains, and cover'd Wich 

"1+.  Vermine, if he cannot Fee an Attorney to 

appear for him, he ſhall have J gent 

„90 againſt him by Default, and ſo Haid 

down wich an Execution for ever; ſome | 
8 times wn * does make | a ſhift to get ab . 

+ ac | torney, 
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torney, and he is a Knave, which few of 
them are otherwiſe, no Argument but Mo- 
ney being capable to make them honeſt, . 

or mind their Client's Buſineſs, Judgment 
ſhall be obtain d, and conſequently Execu-  - 
tion againſt him, by Bribery, thro? Conni- _ : 
vance, N eglect, and a Thouſand Tricks * 
daily practis'd amongſt them; and he is 
accounted the cunningeſt Solicitor, or at- 
torney, and gets generally. moſt Buſineſs,  * 
who has the Reputation of underſtanding. _ .. 

| beſt the knaviſh Part of the Law, a uſual 
Phraſe they have; and that Part of the 
Law is ſo copious, takes up the vrofly of WD. + 
many of theſe Gentlemen, being infinitely 
the moſt profitable Part of it, that the ho- 
neſt ſide of it, or the impartial Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Law, is very little thought on, 
or rarely us'd.. Again, the Law is chiefly Ge pare 
in Latin, a Tongue few. underſtand, and of :heLaw 
ſuch Latin too, that none but themſelves 7 rum 
can conſtrue ; this is mere Popery, for as 
they have their Prayers in the ſame. un-- 
known Tongue, that the ignorant Wretch 
knows not what he asks of God ; ſo a Man 
that goes to Law muſt of Neceſſity whol- 

ly truſt to his Lawyers Honeſty, and Abj- I 

lity, to ſer his Caſe in a true Light, and yy 

muſt ſtand or fall by what the Lawyer does, "li 

it being totally put out of his Capacity to 

judge in his own Caſe, whither it be ſta- 

"Re - ; — e * 4 N 
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55 ted ripfir or Wrong; and ſtill to make i 


more dark and myſterious, they have Uk | 


particular peculiar Hands, with 1 many crabbed Abbe. 


— eng and viations, with a Plctionary of hard Namg, 
16 ible J Jar feu, Eternal, and endleſs 


2 many unintel 
ee, Tautalc ies; lx Words i in à Line, 
Zlows pos. U H 1 Lines in age, only to enhance 
| 2 to be the C er | any fo Cores of Pag es in 4 Bil, 
rl nu or An ancery „ which ſhall be 
renders it compris d ln a Bre evi ate of half i a Sheet of 
more unin-Paper, and no Man fufer'd at leaſt yn 
: ho pg com. £reat Diſcouragement, to ad in his © 
mon Peo* Cauſe, fo that all Men : vt. totally at 
pe, Mercy; and if a Word in a Bela a 
other Taſtrument, 1s . m lac, 

r mi t, or wrong apply'd in pleading, a 

Man 5s In Jang er © being ruin dd at 2 
Coſts aſſign'd a aint him, if he comes of 

ſo. In Ibo, 25 Juſtice, Equity, or Me- 


Tit of the Cauſe i is rarely conſider'd, but that 


is the cel Suit which is carr: don ac- 


cording to Military Strata ws re 
Windings, Surprizes, Tricking, Catching 
all Advantages. This wet] d far r 
that Men were worded, as well as ſwore 
550 of their Lives and Eſtates. If a Law- 
er ſhouꝰ make this Anſwer in caſe of fob 
tons, that a Man may ſummon the lan- 
before : a Toes to ſhew cauſe of A ion; 
big if tie qdes not, or cannot, the Perſon i 


þ ** of cuts but this _— fo 


thing 
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if the poor Man has to do with a 

perplex, 70 5 or cheat the poor Ma 
ight, 


725 him, if he g. 
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thing againſt what I ſaid before, for ſtill a 
Man muſt have Money to do this; and 


without it T cannot fee any poſſible ways 


| to defend himfelf againſt Opprefſion, as I 


aſſerted above. *  _ = 
The other Inſtance, that a Man withon 

Money cannot recover his Right; allowing 
the former, the latter will eaſily be grant- 
ed, for ifa Man has not Means, Money, or 
Ability to defend himſelf; he is leſs capable 


to make an Attack, and diſlodge his Ene- 


In the Courſe of our Law there is no wo 4ife- 


difference made between the ſueing for the rene in 


ſmalleſt Sum and the greateſt: the Proſecu- Ficker 
tions are equally tedious and chargeable: , 
Thus if a poor working Mah has a Debt off. fo 


but Forty Shillings, which, tho? but little . dun 


great Mis „ 


in it ſelf, yet it may be half as much as be and the | 
ple 


is worth, for abugdance of our poor Peop 
by their indefatigable Induſtry, and Il. 
bour, ſupport their Families with a very  _ 
kc 3 and there is a Thouſand of _ 
Daſes for one of Conſequence; 5 | 
r 


one, and he is refalvy'd (as moſt are) fo 


an 
of his R before he hall ve ne 
Um, i zets any at all, and finds 
oney to proſecute, and runs thio? all the 
Mates and Labyrinth. of our Courts, it ſhall 
5 


* 


coſt 
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coſt him ten Times his Debt; and if he re. 
covers his principal Money, with Coſts of 
Suit, upon the Ballance of his Account, he 
ſhall be out of Pocket ten Pound for the 


Recovery of 'the aforeſaid Sum of Fort 


Shillings (for the Coſts that is allow'd fall 


very ſhort of the Money a Man is out in 


proſecuting) beſides the loſs of his time in 


olliciting, more valuable than his Money, 


running from one knaviſh Attorney to ano. 


Vexations not to be expreſt. The Lawyer, 


ther, attending Council, Offices, and other 


above all other People, who much better 
deſerve, or earn their Money, having this 
Privilege, or rather Aſcendency over Man. 
kind, that you muſt wait on them, and 


beg them to take your Money, and thank 


them too; be mightily oblig*d to them if they 
pleaſe to afford you a gracious Nod, or 
Smile, for vouchſafing to plunder you, when 


others are glad to have their Wages, or due, | 
for fetching. 5 „ 
The Adminiſtration of our Juſtice is divi- 
ded between Law and Equity, of which we 
have diſtin& Courts; and *tis a Proverb a- 


mongſt Us, That a Man who makes the 


Common Law his Conſcience may be a 
great Knave; and that rigid Juſtice may 


become the greateſt Injury. Tis ſtrange 


one Court cannot be ſufficient for both theſe 
|  Endsof Law, and Conſcience; Law with- 


Out 
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out Conſcience is a very odd Law. We 
know but of one Court in Heaven, where 
We muſt all be try'd, without the Advan- 
tage, or Vexation of removing it to ano- 
ther. Thus the Letigious, when Sentence 
is given againſt them, tho' never ſo juſtly, 
in one Court, ſhall remove the Cauſe to a- 
nother ; get Things they call Injunfions . 
to ſtop the Execution of Juſtice, and ſo per- 
plex, and weary out the injur'd Perſon by 
exceſſive Trouble and Charge, and render 
ineffectual all that has been done for his 
Relief, except he has a potent Purſe to 
wage an endleſs, or lingering War; and if 
he gets the Day at laſt, he ſhall fit down a 
conſiderable looſer, and had better been 
contented with the loſs of his Right, which 
had been the leaſt Evil of the two. Tis 


too much, for the narrow Compaſs of this 


Treatiſe, to particularize all the trouble- 
ſome Circumſtances that attend Suits of 
this Nature, which wou'd very much ag- 
gravate, lay open, and prove this Myſtery 
of Tniquity ; let that be left to other Pens, 
who have more Knowledge, and better 
vers'd in this Maſs of Wickedneſs. But I 
can think of but one Reaſon for this vile 
Trade (which gratifies ſo much that helliſh 
Paſſion of Revenge, a Vice We are very 
much prone to by Nature) which is, that 
there muſt be a great many younger 5 4 . 


9 


9 


74 | Oyruptions i in the Law. 5 


thers, and ſuch like, ors for, and 
what is more feazable, than to breed them 
up to the Practiſe of the Law to raiſe their 
Fortunes? And 6 about Fifty Thoufünd 
muſt be provided for this way, tho? at the 
'» - Expente 180 Ruin of Three Alllions. | 
I am ſenſible the great Hazard I run by 
_ lainneſs, and perhaps I may be ruin'd 
y ſelf for it; but is their any Cauſe ſo no- 
5 ble to ſuffer in, as that of Truth and Liber. 
95 in Oppoſition to Villany and Oppreſſi- 


Hove two bis thought that there is above To 
— Millions a Year expended in the Law, and 
pended in if it goes on at the rate it has done, b mul. 
ide Lay. tiplying Villanies and Vexations, the Wealth 
s he Nation will not at laſt be ſufficient to 
fatisfie the voracious Appetite of the Law. 
'yers, Goalers, and their Dependants, If 
a Man's Hotſe ſteps into another Man's 
Field, tho? not Two Pence Damage is 7 57 
the Colt of the Law in ſuing for the 
paſs 8 ray. amounts to about T Thie 
ound. They lay there is a Record in Chg 
cery, that ſhows, that two good Eſtates 
were ſpent in a Diſpute about a 7 black Sheep 
of one. Man's, renn into a Flock of 
Sheep of another Man 'Tis endl: 
tell the aſtoniſhin Thſtances of the Ru: 


the Law has "hola t oh Families, ny mat: : 
Undoubtedly the f 


aW was „ * 
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' 


fot the Peace and Preſervation of Mankind 
but now tis in a great Meafure made uſt of 
for their Deſtruction, giving great Encou. 
r to wicked 
a 


to execute their 

alice and Refentment, when they dare 
not attempt any other way of leſs. Certain- 
ty and Sa y for tis very common to hear 


coſts me ſo I can ruin the Dog; too fre- 
e ſucceſsful are 
uch Inſtances; ſad it is, particularly to the 


pirits fay, I cate not hat it 


= 
| . 
#f$ ; 


Poor, to live in a Country that gives not a 


ſmall, but a more than ordinary Connte- 
nance to ſuch Violences and Opp 
They tell us there is a Court of Conſcience 
erected in London, for the eaſy and cheap re- 


covery of ſmall Sums; but this is but one, 
and there are no more in England that 1 
know of, and this extends only to Freemeng 


except the High Court of Chancery, or E- 
quity, ry fog the __ Court — Con- 

cience ; but as to the ſpeedy, and cheap 
Execution of Juſtice there, let thoſe who 
have Experience ſpeak to; I heartily pray 


that no one that has not already, may ever 
try it. Were all People of my Mind, the 


Law ſhou'd ſpeedily be curtail'd, and the 


Lawyers reform" 


« 
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ſeek honeſter Employments, than as they 
now make them. I know no Difference I 
hardly ever had in my Life with any Perſon, 
I cou'd not willingly. put to Arbitration, 
or ſubmit to the Determination of honeſt 
Men, indifferently choſen ; nay, more than 
that, I have often, when I have met with 
a litigious, or troubleſome Perſon, profferd 
to leave it to a Friend of their own chooſing, 
provided he was a Man that had a Chara. 
RQer for Probity, and ſo ſave both our Mo- 
ney in our Pockets, that muſt infallibly be 
thrown away amongſt the Lawyers; and 
when People have almoſt ruin'd themſelves 
by Law, they generally have recourſe to 
that Remedy at laſt, which they might as 
well have done at firſt, and ſo ſav'd all 
their Expences. I do not pretend to pre- 
ſcribe my Method to all other Men. 
There is an abſolute Neceſſity to go to 
Law in ſome Caſes, and ſo that good | 
Book, The whole Duty of Man, allows; 
but it-muſt be under thoſe Reſtrictions there 
laid down. I only ſpeak of the horrible A- 
buſe and Corruption of the Law; and if 1 
have not told Matter of Fact, I have faid 
nothing, and blotted Paper to no purpoſe; 
but if I have, and the People of Exglaud la- 
bour under this grand Grievance and Op- 
;preſſion, eſpecially the Poor, and midling 
Sort, who are Ten Thouſand to One of * 


ſet up for Patriots, or elſe I do not under. 


— PR 8 n . 
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can well turn their Hands to, the Fee, or 
you intend to refreſp their Memory to — 
our Brevia 
the While. I have heard that in Fance, no 


French Crown for a Fee, but here the Coun- 


wor buy a moderate * Tis mas. > 
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other Sort, 'tis moſt worthy the Notice 
of thoſe Gentlemen, and Great Men, who 


ſtand the meaning of the Word, for other- 
wiſe the noiſe and pretence of publick Good 
is mere ſham and grimace. 

"= — Man has but _ Money , and his 4 Men 
Adverſary a potent Purſe, he that has 
what he — and be ne'er the bette a 


| his Pocket is ſo ſhallow that he can ſee but N 


an indifferent Council, and with an indif. Caſe 
ferent Fee, his Antagoniſt, that has plen- 
ty of Guineas to beſtow on theGolden Coun- 
cil, they ſhall noiſe him and his Cauſe out 


of the Court. Our eminent Council, for 


without them there's nothing to be done, 

can hardly open their Mouths under Three, 

Four, or Five Guineas for a Fee; and.if the 

Cauſe is not try'd that Term, or put off but 

for two or three Days, which is often their OL ; 
Faults,” being employd in other Courts, 
having generally more Buſineſs than . UE my 


Doſe, muſt be repeated again and again, X 


rpoſe; tho? they have 
Council or Advocate ſeldom — dart a 


cil's Fees in ſome fat and durable Cauſea, 


the 
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of the Lands of the — 
travel the Country, and ſee a dab 


tis Two to One hut: it belongs to a La wyen 
I heard an ancient Gentleman affirm that 
within his Memory there were but Bin A 


b, and 
now they are ſo plentifully enereas' , that 

there is above Fiſteen Hundred, beſides 80. 
s . Petty-foggers , and Ry af 
The Inſtance of people having ehe Bone 


ftorneys in all the County of N 


Caſe of | Forma: Paupers, is a Thing nat 
worth _— ; for as mo 3 
neſit hy, it, ſo tis rar y us d, the Lawyers 

eng ring to nn ſuch/ far af Ad 
mers. 3". TROY 


e By a modeſt Chummtion;aha) Gene 


zation of d Arms of the Law, to be reckon'd-from 


22 the higheſt to the loweſt, m _— 

at a 100000 Men; now: 

* Dragoons Pay, ane with „ 7 is 
Twenty bound —_ ant very. ſhort 
Allowance for a L. , yerritamouy 
Tuo Millions & „ which-is 0 
Article in the National Account, 


Fay 
| that's more than neceſſary, does the Moll 

more Service than the People, oO OP 
3 e | ae 
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There 


the Lawyers have purchas'd a fourth\Bin © 
When yen 


gt of the Law without Money, in the 


A. r Ame rr rere 
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Nations depends upon the working oy » 
ſo thoſe Sort of People who neither P * = 


But this makes Work for the Lawyers, and 
brings great Griſt to their Mill, for as there is 


Cornuptions wake Law. 
Jo pj is a that there ſhould be 


px Lawyers to pload them, and put them in 
Execution, hut as few of them as is pofſi- 


ood. Laws, and ſo conſequently. there muſt 


" 
Ss. 
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- 
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ble, for. the Wealth and Proſperity- of 5 3 


nor Sow, Sar it ho Diſcond, ought to be 
us d very ſparingly, and very few in num- 
ber.may ſerve firſt is like the Silk- 


Worm, the. lat the Caterpillar. Since tha 


vaſt encreals. of our Lawyers, our Laws 
have encreas'd in Prog 
Counter, and contradict one another, for 
in ſuch vaſt Number of Acts of Parliament, 


we arg forc'd to have oy explanatory 


Acts, fe tis Ten to One, if they are not 
like v uminous Writers, liable-tq ORs 
ditions, andes Qldhens Toys, | 


Where 1 Eger 4 haps Fawn Lig bt, 
da vaſt Reams Te vg g 


hardly umploy ment for thehundredth 
Part of them, / the- other Ninety 


ſtuddy how to pick Holes, find Flaws, and 


puzzle the Cauſe, and ſo many of them are 
got into the Hand of Commons, who have 
An the Management 


rtian, till they run 


nine Muſt 


_ = 


Sume Suit: 
of Law 
2557 laſt 


tine. 


| the Execution of Juſtice ſpeedy, he.” 
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Nation, vis. Merchandise, Trade, and em. 
 ploying the Poor, or keepin them ſo : 
Some Cauſes ſhall laſt ha fan Age beſor 


they be determin'd, becauſe of the difficul. 
AL, ty Of interpreting right the Law, it being 


ſo hard to find the true meaning of ſome 
Acts of Parliament, but all this while,” who 
ever gets the better, or where-ever the Cauſe 


is decided or no, the Lawyers pillage both 
Sides, and the longer the Suit, or more in. 


tricate, the better for them, for tis everla · 
ſting if the Money is ſo. Amongſt other 


deep Policies of the late French Ring, atidiit 


cannot be deny*d but he did in his Civil £ 
miniſtrations amongſt his Subjects, m 

great and laudable Actions worthy the Ti Tink 
tation of other Monarchs, reduC'd-all/ he 
Laws of France into two ſmall Volume 


that one might carry in ones Pocket; -call'd, 


Code de 'Lewis des Affair de Mere, Code 
de Lewis de Affair de terre. But I believe 
a Man's Pocket that wou'd hold all cu 
Law Books muſt be little leſs than Weſt 
minſter-hall. The Law'in France began do 
be corrupted as ours is now, but this preſent 


Regent is a ſtopping the Lawyers in ther 


Career, curtailing the Law and Courts, 
reducing it to its primitive Practiſe, WING 


ea ly; 


that 'tis not to be doubted but great Care | 
Will be taken of the grand Concern of the 


FP Toy CPP MSc es. and amo. ES. 
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eaſy; In former Times a Man might for a 
very ſmall Matter ſell; and in half a Sheet 
bf Paper convey away a great Eſtate ; but 
1 have known an Eſtate of but Thirty 
Pound Annum, that the Writings, and 
paſſing Fines, and learn'd Councils Fees; 
Oc. have come to a Hundred and Fort) 
Pounds, and the Deeds and Parchments al- 
moſt as much as one cou'd carry, before it 


| cou'd be conveyꝰd to the Purchaſer accord- 


ing to modern Law. I wonder what ſhow'd 
be the Cauſe of this mighty Difference; is it 
becauſe We are wiſer; or bettet than our 
Anceſtors. IT muſt confeſs the Lawyers are 
excellent Tutors, if you will take Craft for 
Wiſdom, or Litigiouſneſs and Tricking for 
Honeſty. The Particulars of the infinite 
Number, and variety of Villanies practis'd 
by them, to the Ruin of poor People, and 
numberleſs Families, wou'd fill a Cart-load 
of Books. If any one is ſo much a Stran- 
ger in the World, or to Our Country; as 
not to know it, let him inquire of any one 
that ever went to Law, and that moſt Men 
in the Kingdom, that have liv'd here but a 
ſmall time, have fome time or othet, and 
fi if you can find one that fays he ever met 
with an honeſt Lawyer, or at leaſt was not 
abominably abus'd, or does not grievoully 
complain of the tediouſneſs and chargeable. 
neſs of the Law. *Tis the ſad Fate of 55 
8 | a | 6 124 5 wy 
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and more given for one of them, which re 


ny poor Men, that when the Lawyers have f 


when Clerk's, and other Places, are fold for 
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got all their Money, they throw them into 
Priſon becauſe they have none: __ .. 

How is it poſſible but that the La muſt 
. be prodigious chargeable and oppreflive, 


ſuch vaſt Sums, as Five Thouſand Pound, 
quires no other Qualification, or Duty, than 


writing ones Name; and if you cannot do 
that, you may have a Deputy to do it for 


vou? This is levyitig a Tribute upon the 


Our Re- 


wards and 


Puniſb- 


People with a Witneſs; the Burthen o 


( 

! 
which will be ſo heavy at laſt, that the i | 
muſt ſink under it, if not timely eas'd.. 
As our Rewards are very unequally di ; 
ftributed, ſo our Puniſhments are as pat- e 


ments un. tial. Tis ſtrange that it ſhall be made fe 2 
, lony without Benefit of the Clergy to pic BY te 
friutcd: 4 Handkerchief out of a Man's Pocket, and 0 
fo conſequently Death, and yet moſt groß I ff 
and wilful Perjury lightly puniſh'd ; and 21 
Breach of Truſt hardly puniſh'd at all. 1 
will leave it to any Man's Choice, which 
Injury he rather wow'd have done him, hö ,, 
Pocket pickt, rob'd on the Highway, or u ca 
have a Perſon whom he hath intruſted with th 
his All, cheat and deceive him. To have 6, 
Enxecutors and Guardians rob Orphans, dy 
plunder thoſe committed to their Charge df 


_ plentiful Eſtates, and turn them a ſtarving 


inte 


* 
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into the World; and if the injur'd have 
Friends and Money (for without that there's 
no notice taken, or Remedy againſt thoſe 
Crimes) to proſecute theſe worſt of Thieves, 
the greateſt Puniſhment they can have by 


— * 2 


22 
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or King's Bench, where they will in ſpite 
of Mankind, live upon the Orphans, or 
cheated Perſon's Eſtate. | 


Guardians Deeds of Truft, and a great ma- 


but when this Truſt is betray'd, it ruins 
Orphans, and Families; and he that = 
ot Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate, or Mon 

is Hands, how hard it is to Sorry oe 
conſidering the wronged Perſon is 5 fript 


tend for his Right, which is difficult to get 
with Money, but hardly ever without, 
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Crime of Breach of Truſt. 

The Lord Chancellor, Led Chief 
ces, Judges, and other worth 3 
can't Ip theſe Co ions of the Law, for 
the dr 4 


waar Fower. py OTC 
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all, and fo totally diſabled to ſue or 3 | 


our Laws, is only to faſten them in the Fleet, 


$1 


The Law neceſſitates Truſt as Executors; | 


ny other Inſtances which cannot be avoided, 


therefore there ſhou'd be ſome Corporal, 
and ſevere Puniſhment for this enormous 


take, and acł by the Law as they 
find it; and undoubtedly they wou'd remes 
dy theſe Abuſes T here treat 3 if was in 5 
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: Corruptions in the Law. 74 
Whatever Conceit We may have of our 
ſelves, and our Wiſdom, God's Laws are 
not only the juſteſt, but wiſeſt and beſt, 
and ſuits all Countries and Ages, and what- 
ever Laws of any Country derogates from 
them, they are in the wrong, and will find 
their ines God's Laws never puniſh'd 
Theft with:Death ; and no doubt of it bet- 
ter Remedies, more proper, and juſt Puniſh: 
ments, might be found for that Offence, 
than ſhedding the Criminal's Blood, who | 
might repent, have it put out of his Power 
of doing more Miſchief, do himſelf and his 
Country Service. But is there any Pro- 
portion between the Crime of a Man, that 
o ſupply his preſſing Neceſſities, ventures 
is Life to ſurprize, or take only what yon 
have about you, or break your. Houſe, of 
which all People ought to be on their Guard, 


as expecting no other Uſage from them, and | 


a Perſon who I think is an honeſt Man, and 
my Friend, who by his fair Promiſes. and 
Inſinuations deludes me to ſuch a Conf. 
dence in him, as to intruſt my All, or bel 


part of my Subſtance in his Hands; nay, 


what is more dear to me, my Wife, my 
5 IIdren, and all that is truly precious in 
this Life, and he to betray and ruin me, or 
my Family, and ſometimes ſo craftily; as 
no Law We have in being will touch the 


Yillin? Does any Morte! put common 


Ts Thieves 


or that ſome ow w or other that he nor his 


Corruptions in the Law. 
Thieves upon a ballance with ſuch Rogues? 
And yet our Lawyers, or La w- makers, a- 


mongſt the Thouſand of Acts of Parlia- 


ments, have hitherto overlookt, or omit- 


ted to diſtinguiſh this higheſt Pitch of Vills- 
nY- | 


The want of due, and ſevere | unilniag 


ch like, is : great diſcouragement ro' Fo- 
reigners to come to be — in or- 
der to Purchaſe — Us; for if our own 
ableſt and cunningeſt Lawyers have fre- 
quently been cheated thenielves, how ſhall 
an illiterate Man in the Law, a Foreigner, 
be ſafe? There is ſo man — uirks, Villa: 
nies, and Tricks, now practis'd in the Law, 
beſides the many Deeds upon Deeds, Eines 
paſſing, and endleſs Scrols and Offices to 
paſs, that no one knows when he has 'z 
Title, or when not, or whether ever he is 
ſafe, or no, in the Poſſeſſion of an Eftate, 


Council never dreamt of, might not be 
ickt in his Title; and if it do not totally 
eprive him of his Eftate, yet it may pur 

him to a vaſt Expence, For our Laws are 

now ſo Ambiguous, that they may be eternal. 
ly diſputed and never reconciled. 


I will draw one juſt Parallel betwern 


our and our Lato; what relates 


G 3 to 
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perjury, Frauds, Cheats, clandeſtine Mort» 
gages, ſelling Eftates over and over, and 
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86 Corruption in the Lam. 
to the Soul, and what to the Bat 
The Chriſtian Religion lay ſeveral Ages 
under Egyptian Darkneſs of Popery, til 

the Reformation; but then the Priefts-(as 

our Lawyers do now) made a mighty Out- 

cry, and Oppoſition againſt an Alteration of 

a Religion of ſo long ſtanding, and the ſet. 

tled Conſtitution of the Church Eſtabliſh'd 

by Law; but *twas anſ werd, that not with. 
ſtanding their pretended Antiquity, t was 
they that had alter'd, corrupted, and de- 
parted from the true and ancient Conſtituti. 

on of the Church, nor ſhou'd their long 
continuance in this Error, ſo dangerous to 
Souls, be admitted as a Plea, or Reaſon, 

ix to remain ſo for ever; for according to the 
Proverb, Better mend late than never. 
- The ſame Argument holds good alio in re- 

ſpect to the preſent State of our Laws; We 
have infring'd and broken our good old 
Conſtitution, and tis more than time to re- 
turn to, and recover it. A Reformation in 
the Law is of as abſolute Neceſſity, as a Re- 
formation was formerly in the Church, if 
any Regard is to be had to the Bodies of 
1 Men; other wiſe, to call this an excellent 
"= Conſtitution, according to pur preſent Ma- 
a nagement, is no better than deceiving poor 
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and unfortunate People with an empty, or 
rather wrong Name. 
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Corruptions in the Law. 
The Corruption of our Law was later 
than the Corruption of our Religion. Fhe 
vaſt Number of Prieſts, Friars, Monks, 
Abbey-Lubbers, £9c. bred out, ſwarm'd, 
and liv*d upon the Corruption of Religion, 


as Inſects do upon a rotten Carcaſs; and 


ſome Remains of this Filth We have at 


this Day, vis. the Eccleſiaſtical Court, Sc. 
But when the Goſpel Light ſhin'd amongſt 


Us, theſe Vermin, who were by a Calcu- 


lation about 200000, were reduc'd to about 
8000 Orthodox, benefic'd Clergy, and pro- 


bably three Times that Number of inferior 
ones. Thus the Lawyers, or thoſe-that 
live upon the Corruption of the Law in 
England, are more in Number than in all 
Europe beſides, and ten Times more than 
are neceſſary, which nine Parts are nor on- 
ly ſuperfluous, but miſchievous, and a ve- 


ry heavy Burthen upon the People, and the 


greateſt Nuſance, or Grievance, the Nati- 
on now groans under. The Scriptures ſay 


the Laws are made to puniſh Tranſgreſſors, 


but theſe Men encourage Tranſgreſſors , 
and Tranſgreſſions, | perpetually ſetting 
Neighbours at Variance, without which 


diabolical Work they cannot live ; the very 
reverſe of the Peace-Makers, to whom a 
Bleſſing is annex d. They Trade for the 


Devil as well as themſelves, being inſepa- 
rably join'd in one Cauſe and Intereſt toge: 
bs WV ther. 
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Caſe af the poor Debtors, 


ther. If I was to buy an Eſtate, I wos 
give more Money, the farther it lay from 
the Neighbourhood of a Lawyer. Where 
moſt Lawyers are, there are moſt Diſſention 


and Debate, and at laſt moſt Poverty. The 


Law is ſometimes, tho not always, begun 


for Right, but ſeldom fails to be carry'd on 
for Revenge. They are in one Senſe much 


: 


as the firſt being paſſive Rogues, the other 


active ones. | 


of tbe I will concludg this Head with ſome Oh, 
Heß ſeryations on our Law, in relation to Debtor 
and Creditor. Our Laws, in this Caſe, are 
different from all other Nations, even from 
that part of the Iſland call'd Scotland; 


mean in impriſoning, and detaining the Per. 


ſon of the Pebtor for ever, tho? not worth 
one Farthing in the World, nor any ways 


capable to make the leaſt Satisfaction to his 


cruel Creditor. I wonder ſuch fort of Cre. 


ditors have the Impudence to pretend they 


are Chriſtians, or ſay. the Lord's Prayer, 


which is ſo diametrically oppoſite to their 
Practice, and the vain Hopes of thoſe Men, 
tothin{they ſhall be ſav d, when the Con- 


4 * 


dition of their Salvation depends upon this 


they expect God will forgive their Debts. 
Jur Saviour enforces this, by a Parable of a 


very Point, Of forgiving their Debtors, as 


0 
Lord that forgave his Steward a great many. 
VVV e N „ 0 
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vorſe than the lazy Prieſts before ſpoken of, 
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tion, is as well ruinous to the Creditor as 
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Caſe of tbe poor Debtors. 
Talents upon his pleading Inſolvency, but 
this wicked Steward, as ſoon as he went 
out of his Preſence, forgot his Lord's Cle- 
mency, and threw his Fellow-Servant in 
Goal for a few Pence he ow'd him, tho? 
he us'd the ſame Plea of Poverty, and 
begg'd Mercy ; which when his Lord heard 
of, he pronounc'd a juſt Judgment on him 
without Mercy, to throw him into an e- 
ternal Priſon. dl | ; 
There is one general Pretence for this Se-. 
verity of the Law in confining the Bodies 
of Men for Debts, that if it was otherwiſe, 
it wow'd deſtroy Credit, and People wou'd 
not care how far they run in Debt. Cer- 
tainly there is Credit in Holland, France, 
and other Countries, and yet they do not 
keep Debtors, who have nothing to Pay, in 
Goal, But *tis my mean Opinion, that this 
Sort of Credit that is given upon Preſump- 
tion of throwing Men in Goal at Diſcre- 


Debtor. I have known many Men of this 
cruel Diſpoſition (particularly one who has 
had ſeldom leſs than two Hundred poor 47 
People under Arreſts at the ſame time, and. 
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'tis very common with thoſe People calPd 
Tally-Men) truſt - Hand over Head till 4 
they have broke, as depending that the Goal 9 


was an infallible Security for their Money, 
which as infallibly deceives them, and = 


90 


duſtry of the Perſon who they were going 


the Creditor never has, or can have the like 


te Proverb ſays, Pays no Debts; ſo thit - 
Men relying upon this rotten Foundation, 


or Remedy, tipp one another down like 
Nine-Pins, and follow cloſe at the Heel 


into the Road of a Priſon. If Men had 


not this Power over one another, they 


would be a little more Circumſpect, and 
cureful who they truſted ; they vod in- 
__ a little more into the Sobriety and In- 


to give Credit to; and if he was an ho 
and induſtrious Man, it wou'd be his In- 
tereſt to keep up his Credit, and good Name, 


ſo eſſential to his well-doing in this World; 
but a Goal is far from giving Relief to the 
- Creditor in any Reſpect; 


tors are ſo beſotted, that when they have 
arreſted their Debtor, will comply with no 


_ reaſonable Terms for his Releaſe, not confi- 


dering that the Debtor, when firſt laid hold 
on by thoſe Cannibals call'd Bailiffs, is fo 
terrified with the Apprehenfions of a Goal, 
that he ſtrains all, and offers what Terms 
is poſſible for him; which if then refus d, 


Offer again; for the Blood - hounds of Bai. 
liffs, Goalers, and the like, ſoon empty his 
Veins, and then the merciful Creditor has 


nothing but the bleſſed Satisfaction to make 


Dice of his Bones, a common —_ a- 
mengſt theſe Savages. The Curſe af this 
WARTS % : 
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and moſt Credi- 


Way 


e 0 


Way of attaching, and confining the Body 


has wherewithal to pay every one, yet if 
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|  Caſe'of the poor Debtors. 


at Diſcretion, is ſo fatal, that if an hone 
Dealer, who: has liv'd in great Credit, and 


one malicious Creditor ſhall ſue him more 
out of Pique and Revenge, than to.get his 


Debt, it ſo ruins his Reputation, that it ſhall. 


bring all the reſt of his Creditors, like Vul- 


tures, upon his Carcaſs, and utterly de- 
ftroys him and his Family, before he can 


poſſibly call in his Debts, or Effects, to ſtop 
their ravenous Mouths. ' The Apprehenſi- 
on of a Goal ſtrikes others with ſuch a Ter- 


ror, that when: they have Peoples Money 


and Goods in their Hands, and fear the Con» 
ſequence of any Loſs, or falling into the 
Power of the Law, run into Foreign Coun- 


tries, and ruin others before they will be 


ruin'd themſelves; in ſhort, it hardens both 
Creditor and Debtor, to their mutual De- 
ſtruct ion; for what is more Barbarous than 
in the Caſe of Bankrupcy, that after a Bank- 


rupt has on Peril of his Neck given up all 


his Effects, to which his Creditors have no 
Object ion, yet the Lord High Chancellor, 
who is a Judge, and has Power to deter- 
mine Mattersof much greater Conſequence, 


ſhall not have Power to diſcharge the Bank- 
rupt, but his Creditor, or Creditors, with- 


out being oblig'd to give the leaſt Reaſon 
for it, ſhall, after they have ſtript the Bank- 


rupt 


or 
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neſt unfortunate Man, which is an ob- 
ject of Pity, and not of Puniſhment; and 
the Knave who always fares beſt, and if 


Caſe of the poor Debtors. © 


| rupt to his Skin, refuſe to ſign his Certif: 


cate, and ſo condemn him to perpetual Im: 


Eons when he llas — leſt to 


ſupport Life. If a Creditor has all that a 


Man hath, what can he deſire more, The 


Laws of God, Reaſon and Nature, require 
no more, not Impoſhbilities ; but moſt Cre. 
ditors are ſuch Fools, that rather than take 
what their Debtors (who are not Bank. 
rupts) can give them, they will let them 
carry it into a Priſon to ſpend it there. 
Our Laws, in this Particular, are either 
better, or worſe, than thoſe in other Coun- 
tries, but be ſure the latter, as far as they 
are againſt the Laws of God, Reaſon, and 


Senſe of all the reſt of the World; they are 


unreaſonable, and unjuſt, becauſe they do 
not in the leaſt diſtinguiſh: between the ho- 


he has got Money, let it be by all the Villa- 
nies in the World, ſhall evade the Severi 


of our Laws, and make any Priſon (if 


be, or prevent, as @ Lo at Sea, à Hen 


hold him) a Palace; whereas the unfortu- 
nate Perſon, if he has led the Life of an An- 
gel, and in its whole Courſe has been charg'd 
with no ill Action, or the leaſt Extravagan- 
cy, an unavoidable Accident may happen 
to him that no human Prudence cou d fore- 
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exact it of his Neighbour, or of his 


Caſe of the poor Debtor sn. 93 
home, ſo that the Perſon that was to! 81 | 
worth ſome Thouſands, to Morrow ſha 
be as many in Debt, and for his Conſolati- 
on after theſe miſerable Misfortunes, a Goal 
is to be his Portion, where he muſt gig 


with the crueleſt of Deaths, vis. a lingrin 
one, to ſtarve between Stone Walls; whil 
his Wife and Children are begging about the 
Streets, The Law of God ſays this, At the 
end of every ſeven Tears thou ſhalt make a 
Releaſe. And this is the Manner of the Re. 
leaſe : "Burr Creditor that lendeth. ought un. 
to his Neigh our, ſhall releaſe it, he 72 not 
rother, 
becauſe it is called The Lord's Releaſe. In the 
Year of the Jubilee there was'a Releaſe of 
all Mortgages, Slaves, He. But the poor 
Debtor in Exgland has no Redemption till 
the Day of Death or Judgment. 
Tis reckon'd there is 9 — Sixty Thou- 
ſand-miſerable Debtors periſhing in the Pri- 
ſons of England and Wales, Where Hun- 
dreds die Weekly of Want and infectious 
Diſeaſes, Whoſe "Blood, I fear, cries: for 
Vengeance on 2 Nation that tolerates ſuch | 
Cruelty by'a Law, I knew a poor aged Infance | | 
Man that had liv'd well in his time, and 4,2, | 
married a very good Woman, with whom zi Family © | 
he had a Fortune, but was rg * ht by Mif- RC 


fortunes to that Degree of Pavert 7 that he Six Fence: | 


Was arreſted 1 in the A of & * 


* 


liffs, Goalers, and the like) an 


tho” his Wife, who was a weak. and fickly 


Hardſhips, and contrated ſuch Dy 
inthe Priſon, that he died immet 


naked into the World to ſhift for themſelves; 


aſe of the poor Dibtors) 


r no greater Sum than Six pence in 4 
Marſßal 7 Court "Writ (that curſed Ce 


which is only kept "he Fo breed, and main. 
0 


Blood-Hounds call'q 
gers, Bai. 
carry d to 
Prifon becauſe he cou'd not 5 ad and 
ny Charge of the Writ and Arreſt ; and 


tain a vile Kennel 
Attorneys, Solicitors, Petti- 


fl tlie Bed 


Woman, offer'd to pawn, or 


from under her to releaſe him, yet it cou 


not be done, for his Fees in two or three 
Days amounted to above Thirty Shillings, 
which was more than all they had in the 


World wou'd raiſe; ſo he was rel to lye 


ſtarving in Priſon, the poor Woman, thro 
Grief and Want, ſoon died, and he conti 
nued a Priſoner till he was releas'd b y by the 
Fifty Pound Act, but was ſo reduc'd by 


tely af. 
ter he was out, his Children were 'turn'd 


This is one Inſtance of Hundreds of the like 
Nature that daily occurs in the Counters, 
Marſhalſea, rr n and other cur. 
ſed Priſons, © 

The Word of God not oily forbids: n 


. many Flaces, the uſe of falſe Weights and 
Mieaſures, but likewiſe declares divers 
Weights and Meaſures are'an Abomination 


jRempers 
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deed, Caria Palatii; how. reaſonable its 


Caſe of the poor Debtors. 93 
to the Lord. To what end then do fundry IT; 1 
Courts, of different Methods, and difti | 


Prices, in the ſame. Place, for the ſame 


Matter, ſerve, but meerly to puzzle and 
confound the unwary Suitor; as the Ringe 
Bench; Common Pleas, | Exchequer, and 
many other Jariſdifions are now uſed: for 
one and the ſame Purpoſe, according to the 
Pleaſure of the Law-quack, quite contrary 
to their original Inſtitutions? And if it be 
beneath the Dignity of ſuperior Courts (in 
tenderneſs to the Liberties of the Subjeg 
to require Bail for leſs than Ten Pound o 
tain Debt? Why have the Inferior ones a 
Power to impriſon the Subject upon the 
leaſt Suggeſtion, and even no Certainty at 
all? To the Ruin may ſay. Murther) of 2 
many Hundreds of People every Lear, in 
the numerous Juriſdictions in every Coun- 
ty, City and Town in this Kingdom, which, 
like Spider s Webs,” not only intrap the viler 
Iaſect, but likewiſe the laborious Bee, and 
whatever is not of Force to reſiſt them, 
and pollute all Places where they are; or 
rather like ſo many Ixguiſſtions, Which un- 

der the pretence of Juſtice, 5 | 
Conveniency, are the Nurſeries. of Cann 
bals, and meer Peſts of the Nation; of 
which the MarſhaPs Court may properly be Of the 


call'd the Grand Inquiſition. . Tis ſtif d, in- Sf“. 


Original 


1 id conſider it here only in its preſent 85 
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any 6 5 eil and ſix Ae which each of kheſe 


known to favour the P 
Expenee for a Three Penny Matter, or les, 
ſuch as a Quart of Green Peas, valud T 
The Pirſt there was a 
cond; and many Hundred of the like Pref | 
ed as infamous and abominable; to the great 
"Encouragement, and Pro pagation of Envy, 


and to the vaſt Trade and men that 
mock Judicature. 5 be 
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riginal was, I leave my Betters to; 


Salve — — Years paſt. 
BY his Court extends Ten Miles — 

King's Palace; and witliin that Verge, a 
whatever (that is not eſpeclally gt. | 
blew). may be Arreſted and Im ww — 
for any Value whatever, even to a Farthi 
Candle; and for any Cauſe or Pre * 
ther known or unknown: . 

Tis a Court, for the mf 6 part, ue 
1 exation and Revenge, nod. general 
ROW | ntiffs in the v 
and moſt ft 1 Litigati when 
Deſendants ſhall be put to ſeveral Pound 
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Fence half penny; a Penny worth of Herb 
Trial for in thb 
Court, and a Child was arreficd for the 80 


dents; and are often condemn'd in fuck 
Cauſes as wou'd every where elſe be rejaſt. 


Hatred, Malice, and all Uncharitable 


It's Practice is all eng roſs'd by bur Coins 


laſt pays about a 1 nn 
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Caſe of the poor Debtors. 


them, That he who buys the Devil may ſell 
him again. They have prodigious. Num- 
| bers of ſelect Bariifs, or Catch-poles, who 


the Perſon arreſted is uſually brought, in 
order to be well drain'd; under pretence of 


-"»D WU TR. << CD. 


Shillings for his Afreft; his firſt Nights 
Lodging coſts him Two Shillings, in a Bed: 
it may be, not worth Five, and a Shilling 


ing for Liquor, where he muſt pay a 


And if the poor Wretch has not Money to 
pay for Drink, Tobacco; or other Neceſſa- 
ries which the Bailiff ſells : in his. Houſe, 
theſe Rogues will not ſuffer his Friends to 
bring it to him: And if the poor Captive 
cannot find.Bail, of ſuch as they like (after 


ſea, where his firſt Entertainment is, to have 
his Clothes ſtrip?d off his Back for Garniſh 
Money, and then fer want of. Money, 
Clothes, and Friends, is left naked to periſh 
by Cold and Hunger. 

Such has been the Fats of Thouſatids 
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ſo notorious are the Cala mities and Deſtruc- 
tions of that Place, that all the ag 
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Entrance; and”*tisa known Maxim among 


Civility, where he is reckon'd about Nine 


a Night afterwards ; beſides, their ſpung⸗ 


Groat for what is not worth Two Pence: 
this Purgation) he is hurryꝰd to the Marfhats 


within the Compaſs: of a few Years; and 


purchaſe their Places, each of whom keeps | 
an Office and a Goal in his Houſe, where 
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Tis true, but that is very Expenſive, and ' 
a 

= 

a 


the far greater Number of Cauſes in that 
Court are laid under Five Pound to pte 
unt ſuch a Remed yt 
That ſuch notorious Grievances ſhou'd 
fare every Hour in the Face of Sacred Ma. 
cils in the Nation, without Confuſion, i; 


as Iniquitons and Oppreſſive, and as a grand 


| Caſe of the poor Debtors. 
ons in Spain and Portugal, and all the Gib- 


| bets and Gallows in Exgland, cannot vie 


with it for Slaughter; ſeldom leſs than five | 

or ſix Hundred being there pent up together 

at a time, beſides what is in Bailiffs Houſes, 

as private Priſons ; and ſeldom leſs than 
ſix-or eight, and ſometimes more, dying in 

it every Week thro' Miſery and Want, and 

a Diſtemper peculiar to that Place, call'd 

the Diſtemper of the Priſon, which is an 
Infection near akin to the Plague; while 


vaſt Numbers abroad are continually wor 
ry'd, and fleec'd by the Beaſts of Prey be. 
-_ longing to that Court. 6-4 "LOC 


\. 


It may be objected, that an Habeas Cu- 
will remove all Cauſes above five Pound. 


likewiſe Bail requir'd thereon, which the 


r and friendleſs cannot procure; alfo, 


k. 


4 


no leſs wonderful? A Court (rather. 2 
Monſter of the firft Magnitude) obnoxious 
to all but it ſelf, and univerſally condemn u 


Diſturber to the beſt and moſt approv 
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Courſe of our Laws. 
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I I know not how this Python came to 


ſurvive all the Shafts of a late Parliament 
that were ſhower'd upon him. If aſhow- 


er of Gold will do it at any time, that 


cannot be wanting, and in a large Quanti- 
ty too, n ſo many who are a- 
ble and willing to contribute to it. Its 


Members are all at Unity in themſelves, 


and have alſo their diſtinct Intereſts, by 
Wilineſs, and Diligence to Parry every 


Thruſt; and the Patrons of Vice, and Op- 


preſſion, being generally more ſubtle; and 
vigilant in their Generation than the moſt 
Virtuous: Thus I doubt it formerly was; 
and thus it ſeems to have ſtood in ſome o- 
ther Caſes of Moment. I wonder the o- 


ther Gentlemen of the Law, the Judges, 
and eminent Council, Men Famous, and of 


great Reputation, don't riſe up all in Arms 


againſt this raſcally Court, as à Scandal, 


and great Enoroachment on the Law, 
This Court is as ridiculous for the Lawyers, 
of Reputation to ſuffer; as for the College of 


Phyſicians to fit till, and ſee a Seminary of 


Ouacks, Horſe- Doctors, and Merry Andrews, 
ſer up for Poiſoning People under their very 
do by C 
Bot 1 hope ig God, that fo Excellent 4 
Parliament, under fo Gracious a Ming as at 
this time, will re. 1 former Pro- 
; : 2 5 


csedings 
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The a. Beſides the Nunbem that 
want in the Marſbalſea Priſon, White Chat 


ny of Goal- 
4 


C 55 * poor Beben, 
lings in Parliament, againſt that Sou 


of Inquity, and Deſtruction, and NP 
the ſame for ever. 
periſh. vr 


7 Counters, and other Priſons in Ex- 
, moſtly by the Villany of the Goalers, 


I am credibly rar by Perſons who haye 


been Priſoners, and Eye Witneſſes in the 


Gate. Houſe Weſtminſter, that Priſoners there 


have been willfully, and actually ſtarv'dto 
Death, by the 1 of the Goaler, who 
for a Word ſpeaki 


at has offended/this 


abſolute Monarch f (as all Goalers are) have 


been fetter d with Irons of Sixty Pounds 
weight,and have worn them ſo long astotat 


into their Legs: gangreen'd them, and turnd 


to a Mortification, and at the ſame time has 


deny'd them Suftenance, and impriſon'd, for 
ſome time, the Perſons that preſum'd to 


bring them any; Tis very odd that a Goz- 
ler ſhall be ſufer'd. to aſſume ſuch a De- 


2 Power over a Free- born Engliſhman 
a8 3 Fetters on him at Diſcretion, and 
take t 


off at Pleaſure: Fetrers are à ter- 


_  - Yible Addition to the Puniſhment of a\Pri- 
fon, and has coſt many Mens Lives. Now 


if the Law annexes this Puniſhment to ln 
Capital; or particular Crime, why ſhould 


it be left in the Power of a Foal to pur 
I on, or fake them off as he thinks fit? 


But 
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ſome body to wink at their Villanies and , 
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Cheats, and Oppreſſion, unknown in other 
Countries, he wou'd|think all our fine Pre- 
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Caſe of the poor Debiars. 10 
But the Reaſon is very plain, tis a conſfider- '  * 
able Perquiſite of his Place, for which he 

gives a great deal of Money; for this very 
Article in the ſingle Priſon of Næugate, is 
worth ſome Hundreds a Year. But why 


Y * 


muſt deen Debtor be fetter'd like a Male- 
factor? Why, Toleration and Cuſtom goes 
a great way with Us (except the Cuſtom 
of doing good) and is as good as a Law, 
eſpecially if it be well paid for: Thus the 
Catholick Inguifitions,were firſt ſet up againſt |, | 
Moors and Jews, but now turn'd upon He dupe 
Chriſtians. CVT 
Moſt, or all of theſe Goalers, purchaſe G % 
their Places, and give Civility Money togive great 


% or 
Murthers. / I remember a Book was prin- :bcir = 


ted about twelve Years ago, -of the Oppreſ- ces. 


ſions of Goalers, wherein was prov'd Rapes, 
Robberies, and Murthers, but nothing came 
of it: O rare Liberty and Property! Bleſſed 
Conſtitution, that other Countries need En- 
vy Us in, which if it ſhou'd tempt a F- 
reigner to come and dwell amongſt Us, and 
he be arreſted for a Suſpicion of Debt, in a 
right or wrong Action (tis all one for that) 
and ſo fall into the Power of one of our 
Goalers, and be us d according to Cuſtom 
by the Lawyer and the Goaler, Extortion, 


2 F , -#- 4 
len Ry rer On 


cu of the poor Debrors, 


tences were to be read backwards, „6 


Witches ſay their Prayers; and that the | 
rrue meaning of Liberty and Property in 


our Senſe, or rather Praiſe, Was Brant | 


and Slaver 2 5 
To the Miſeries every Man, Woman, 
and the very Infants who live in England, 


are all liable, eſpecially thoſe that are ſo un· 


happy to meet with Caſualties and Mig. 
fortunes, tho? never ſo unavoidable. © 
All theſe Oppreſſions, they ſay, have more 
than once been complain'd of, offer'd to be 
prov'd, but never puniſh'd, or remedied; 


and are ſtill ready to be prov'd again by 


the Oaths of many living Witneſſes. * 


The Miſeries and Torments poor Priſo- 


ners for Debt have ſuffer'd, as Starving, 
Dun; 
breakin ing their Limbs, and other Puniſh - 
ments, if they did not quite kill them, has 
driven ſome into Deſpair, ſo as to lay violent 
Hands on themſelves, and others it has be- 
reft of their Senſes, and, as before, all 
Complaints againſt theſe Devils incarnate 
have been i in 'a manner fruitleſs, and cou'd 
never procure an Enquiry into the OM 
our of Goaler s. 

The Priſons in France, Eblland, and 0. 
the Countries, are at the mas 16d, 
Charge; the Goaler paid his Salar y by the 
Ste; the n en alloy a g000 


geons, Chains, Whippings, Beatings, 
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Caſe of the poor Debtors, 
Chamber, Bed, Bread and Water at the 


publick Coſt, beſides what the Creditor is 


oblig d by the Laws of the Country to give 
for the Subſiſtence of the Debtor, which is 
unalterably ſtated, according to the Quali- 
ty and Manner of Living of the Debtor be, 
fore he fell into Misfortune; There the 
Goaler has not the leaſt Power over the Pri- 
ſoners ; he has nothing to do, but to keep 
his Doors ſhut, and his Priſoners ſafe, til 
they ws deliver'd by due Courſe of Law, 
which cannot be long ; for if the Creditor 
does not ſoon grow weary of maintaining 
the Debtor, in moſt Countries he will be 
diſcharg*d upon giving up his Effects. But 
here a Free. born Liberty and Property Eng liſh- 
man, ſhall upon the bare Pretence of Debt. 
be confign'd over to the Tormentor, and de- 
ſtroy'd, before tis known whither he has 
infring*d any Law, or fallen under that bar» 
barous one We have in Relation to real 
Our two great Priſons, the Fleet and 
Kjng*s-Bench, to which, by Virtue of the 
Habew C 77 Ack, a Priſoner may remove 
himſelf for his greater Eaſe, from any other 


Goal in England, has Rales appointed each 
of them, our Courts well knowing, that 
the bare Priſon Houſes cou'd not at ſome 
times contain the tenth Part of the Priſo- 
ners, except they wou'd ſtow them 5 | 
EE — 4 Fag- 


H 4 


c . poor Debeons 
Fapgots upon one another; but this ſmall 
Benefit the poor Priſoner cannot have, fur 
all *tis allow'd by Law upon an abſolute 
N cceſſity, e the Goaler is well brib'd, 
for *tis left purely to his Will and Pleaſure, | 
whether he ſhall ſtifle all his Priſoners to 
Death, or give them Air, according as tis 
moſt for his Profit; for which Reaſons vaſt 

Sums of Money, and prodigious Rents, are 
given for theſe Priſons, which muſt be 
out of the Blood of the Unfortunate, extor- 
ting that Money from them which juſtly 
belongs to their: Creditors, or that, which 
ſhou'd preſerve the miſerable Debtor from 
ges in the Priſon, or his Family n 
tarving out of it. = 
"What ling Obſections againſt; alter 
this curſed La w, or rather Cbruptian f In, 
' novation, or Cuſtom, I have already ah- 
Iwer'd; but if there is any Reaſon, or co- 
lour of Reaſon for! exerciſing this Tyranny; 
which neither the World, or I, ha ve ever 
heard, it wou'd be very convenient to pub- 
liſh it, that if We muſt be uſed worſe than 
Dogs, or Slaves, we may have the Satis- 
ley of to know where the Wiſdom, or Po- 


icy. of it lies. * Why truly, the Ricli that 
cel none of this, and the Villains that get 
by this, Will tell you, that notwithſtand. 
ing all theſe bitter Complaints, We are the 


happſeſ n 9 Nation in the 
„ Work 
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world. Tis plain, that God has given Us 
more Bleſſings and Advantages to be: fo, 
than any, other Nation, but that We have 
had dangerous Convulſions, and upon the 


lieve no one will deny, which cannot juſt» 


105 


very brink of Ruin more than once, I be- 


ly be attributed to any Thing, but our 


Wickedneſs and Polly ; neither can We e. 
ver in a Religious, and Human Senſe, ſay, 


we now, or ever ſhall ſtand ſecure, except 


we mend our Manners; and to lay a Claim 
to the Bleffings of Providence upon ſo ill a 
Foundation, as Corruptioss and Cruelty, is 
the height of Madneſs, But how ungrate- 


ful are We to God for our many Deliveran. 


ces, and undeſerved Bleſſings, as to make 
ſuch mercileſs Returns upon our Fellow- 
Chriſtians, Subjects, and 5 ATE 

*Tis ſtrange that We ſhou'd boaſt ſo 
much of our Liberty and Property; if 
We mean any Thing by theſe Words, 
it muſt be ironically; but they who' talk 
moſt of it, are Perſons who (as We com- 


monly ſay) are above the World; they 


have Eſtates, Employments, very Rich, or 


generally are Lawyers, who all have it in 
their Power to oppreſs, and ruin the Poor, 
and meaner Sort of People, without fear- 
ing any ſuch Uſage themſelves, becauſe 


they have the Protect ion of Money to de- 


pend on, which is ſufficient to ſave them, 


and deſtroy others. ws The 


106 Caſe of the poor Debtor J. , 2 
The vulgar Miſtake about this Libet) 
and Property, is, becauſe tis not in qut 
Princes Power to oppreſs Us; but tis in 
every one of his Subjects Power to tyran- 
nize over one another, ſo that We have on. 
ly taken this Power from him, to lodge it 
in our, ſelves, or rather the Lawyers ; but 
ſome are of Opinion, that tis a leſs Evil 
to have one Tyrant than many : Our cor- 

rupt Nature prompts Us to oppreſs and 1 
rannize over our Fellow. Creatures, and d 
great pity any Government ſhould leave it 
in our Power to exerciſe it, When we ſel. 
dom want the Will, 
Inſtead of being à Free People, We are 
in ſome reſpect the worſt of Slaves, I mean 
the common People, who are a Hundred 
to One of the other Sort, for which of them 
can call the little they have their own a 
Moment, or ſecure their Perſons one hour: 


"OY | out Of Goat (CEE 2 SETS PRE ny” gd 
1 As to a Man's Property, or Goods, how 
long can he promis himſelf the Enjoy. 

i ment of them, when he ſhall be ſued to an' 
Out lau and an Execution, unknown to 
ir tho? he never abſconded a Mi 


him; | 
As to the Liberty of his Perſon, tis too 
1 notorious We all have full Liberty to throw 
one another in Priſon when We pleaf,, 
| right or wrong, for a Cauſe or no 4 a; 
5 e 
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and if we have not Friends, Money and 
Bail, there we muſt lye at the Mercy of 
thoſe good natur d Men the Goalers, who 
may put Us in a Dungeon, load Us with 
Irons, and ſtarve Us, as a great many 
have been. | 5 N . 2 

In criminal Caſes, or breach of the Peace, 
no one can be depriv'd of his Liberty with- 
out Oath firſt made as a Proof of the Fact, but 
in the Caſe of Debt, or Damages, a Man: 
ſhall firſt be puniſh'd, nay executed, and 
his Family deftroy'd, before *tis known 
whither he is a Debtor, or no; nay, he 
ſhall lye in Priſon till the Day of his Death, 
and never be try'd, except he has Money to 
force, and ſtand a Trial with his Adverſa- 
ry; and after all, his Adverfary l ; 
that his Action was only Vexatious, will 
ſuffer a Non-ſuit, and in the City the Coſt. 
is not above Seven Shillings, - or there-- 
abouts, tho? perhaps the Priſoner has lain 
In the Counter, or Spunging-Houſe, for 

ſome Weeks or Months; and beſides the 
Charge, and loſs of time in his Impriſon- 
to ment, have been at ten times that K. 
. vence in defending the Suit; fo that when [ 
be poor Man, with great Trouble, Diffi- i 
culty and Charge, has got rid of that Acti- 
on, the Priſon Doors ſhall be no ſooner. o- 
e, end to him, bar another Fob Action ſhall 
= - W* laid upon him, his Adverſary ag. | 
. 218 other 


10 


: \ > 


. 
* 
bs „ 


other View, than thro” Malice, or Reveng 


to ruin him, being at the Certainty to de 


at a ſmall Bxpence, in Compariſon of the 


great Charge, Impriſonment, Vexati 


and Trouble, he fhall put the poor Sufferer | 


to. To my certain Knowledge, and Hun. 
dreds others, many have been ruin'd and 
deſtroy'd this Way; and *ris fo far ftom be 
ing a Novelty, that *tis in a manner a com. 


mon and daily Practicſe. 
is very unjuſt that a Man ſhall ſuffer 


ſo 8 rievous a Puniſhment as Impriſonment, 
ſpecially. in our Goals, where if they are 
able Wretches are, they had much better 


be hang'd out of the Way, than end ure the 
Hardſhips they muſt conflict with there: 


Our Priſons, particularly for Debt, 'bein 


the worſt loo 


ſtarv'd in a Priſon for Debt, who ow'd'm0 
thing, at leaſt not to thoſe at whoſe Sult 
ik. R a POLE 8 ba, FA ü * . "Fx 


en d after in the World, fot the 
Goaler js perfectly Abſolute, and may do 
what he pleaſes with his Priſoners, and al 


this upon hardly fa much as a Prefumption | 
ol being in Dehbr. ?Tis not enough to puniſh 
Us for ſuch Misfortunes as all Men arel: 
able to, and may bring them in Debt, 


notwithſtanding the greateſt Caution i 
the World, except Men can command Pre 
vidence; but We muſt have ſtrangg Part 


doxes amongſt Us, for many have 
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179 lay ; and what is til "worſe; e s 
the Priſoner is the Creditor, and the Proſe- 
cutor the Debtor; and as this has been, fe 


_ T affirm it may be, and will be, as Matters 


ſtand at preſent ; for if one Man has Mone 


and has a mind to ruin another, that 150 


none, or Friends to aſſiſt him, he may ac- 
compliſh his Deſigns, and no Remedy 0 


10 


vide in the Law for the wrong'd Wee 95 
'B 


ſecuted Perſon, for what little uſtice 


have left, muſt be well paid for before you 


can have.it; and if you are without Mo- 


ney, tho? you cannot be hang” d for having 


empty Pockets, you may be. ſtary*d'in 
Goal, if any Body will pleaſe to put you 
there. Why, ſhou'd a Free-bors Eng Ma 


impriſon'd. 3s Debt at the Suit of any P 


ſon, till tis . aten that h he ow | 


I to be n Pebt is 'fo's grcar a Cth e, 
whether We come into it, 11 Misfortunes, 
or otherwiſe, as to deſerve the worſt of % 
niſhments, perpetual al Impriſonment, 
all the Reaſon in the World it ſhou'd firſt 
be detexmin d, if the perſon has commit- 
ted this heinous Crime beff before he ſuffers the 
Puniſhment. To be hangdfirſt, and yd 
afterwards; is very hard bet Free. born Sub. 


jectc. What Guilty, or not Guilty, all one 


11 * of a Goal 4 k T ſuppoſe he 


il 
(as we vain-gloriouſly ſtile our ſe 7 be 


4 ; 
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| Caſe of the poor Debtors, 


that Priſons, Dungeons, Fetters, farvin | 


between Stone Walls for no fault, are 10 
material Articles in the Liberty of a Free. 


born Eng liſbman. 


Our ancient Law was, that the Debtot 


muſt firſt be ſummon*d, and the Credito 
prove his Debt, before he had any Power 
over his Perſon ; but *twas not over that 


(but only over his Goods) till our 'later 


and corrupter Ages. Some will ſay, that | 
if this way of Summons is allow'd, *twil 


beonly a Warning for Debtors to run away, 


and then the Creditor will looſe his Money, 
A Man that runs away from his. Creditor, 
may recover himſelf, come again, and make 
Satisfaction in part, if not the whole, how: 
ever the Creditor has ſome Chance far it, 
but thoſe thrown in Priſon are dead to the 


World, their Effects /which'the Creditor 


cannot come at) are become forfeited, and 


the Perquiſites of the Goaler, The dread bf 
Goal for Debt being infinitely more terrible 


than for Felony (becauſe Felons have a com- 
mon Purſe, and live well for the ſhort time 


they are confin'd) has made many, befides 


Death before it. In ſhort, beſſ 


thoſe who have fled the Kingdom, take to 
the Highway, Houſe-breaking, Coining, 
He. becauſe thoſe who were ſenſible of the 
Terrors of perpetual Impriſpnment in the 
ntmoſt Penury, preferr'd the hazard df 
des the in- 
| human, 


CC ²—˙X — OD. 92. w> dx”... 


— 
= 


' is 


eo ebe geor Debtors. 


human, barbarous, = fooliſh, Way of 
theſe Proceedings, or pretended Law, in. 
gumerable Miſchiefs attend it. 

There is a Place on the other Side, of 
the Water, in St. George's Pariſh, call'd 


the Mint, where a great Number, 8 


unfortunate Perſons have agreed toge- 
ther to recover a little of ancient Liberty, 
and rather to looſe their Lives than be 
carry*d to Priſon for. Debt, tho” the 4. 248 not 
in the ſt reſiſt the Execution of t | 
in an A 44 particular; for this little Re. 
rublick (in this reſpect) has a very. regu - 
lar Government, executed by their Senatorz, 
which they call Clubs, in which ſome Days 
every Week they meet together, and exa» 
mine all Enormities, for they give ſhelter, 
or Protection unto none, except purely 
the Unfortunate in the caſe of Debt. 
protect no Man who has it in his 8 
make Satisfaction; no Man who flyes from 5 
his Bail; no. Cheat of \' Sort: In n ſhare, ; 
they are a tolerable good, & AS 4 
Times go, and every whit as honeſt as theis 
Neighbours ,., notwithanding, they . at 
all by a great many bad Names; yet, 
am of Opinion they are at worſt, very di- 
minutive Rogues in Compariſon of thoſe 
out of the Flace; however, their Credis 
tors, and the Bailiffs in general, are mighty 
N with. hem, bec ſe FP 2 10 555 
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Quietly go to Goal, and there- he 


tho? abundance of them, being at liberty to - 
Work, having Time, with their Induſtry; 
have paid their Creditors their whole Debt; 
and others part, according as they can a- 
gree, which cou'd never have been done if 
their Creditors had had their Wills to throw 
them into a Priſon. God allow*d ſeveral 
SanQuaries, or Cities of Refuge; and ſee- 
ing the Law of our Land allows of none, 
theſe Gentlemen allow themſelves one. 
When they catch a Baily (who is an Ene- 
my to. their Conſtitution) they treat him 
according to the Cuſtom of the Place, which 
like moſt of our Courts, is as binding as 4 
Law. *Tis true, they make uſe of very 
ſew Law-Books, for which Reaſon they 
live very lovingly ay rk conſulting one 
anothers Good, and Safety, and account 
their little Cottages happier Dwellings, 
than Palaces out of the Place, where Bai- 
liffs and their Dogs are continually waiting 
at their Doors with Writs and Executions. 
They give Credit to one another, as well 
in this Place as in any other, according to 
their Abilities, only upon Honour, and ho- 
neſtly pay when they have it, and bet 
than thoſe out of it, notwithſtanding th 
infallible Security of a Priſon, as ſome foo- 
liſhly and ridiculouſly account it. Ic has 
been talk'd a long time of putting dong 
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or Ye to PA this. | Place on 
the King 
is to bring the reſt of the! e 
level wit them, that is, to let all the other 
eopl ede By Lav ver 
for their Perſons wW 
Priſori for Debt, as they W. Force. 1 7 a 
Such odigious Wickednefas is ſum'd up F 


in this T reatile,- pt uno RICE GS , 
not be brou he into ſo ſhort a Compaſs, one 
wou'd thi 1 the Merey ea ſors 


ng-ſufferin God, were thor 
than ſu wh efor ting to fink. 

Nation to the he mleſs PitofPerdition;a 
ſhower-moredreadful dgmentscn Ge 
was pour'd down on Sodom and Gomorrah. 
God told his. People, the ers, that" 
they ſuffer d one Murther to go unpuniſh 


bearing, an 
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Caſe of t be poor Debtors. oh 
tis the ſame God onion 


: ſelves, 
that denounced: his Curſe to 50 0 
Vo did not ſhed that N 

was the Death of agothe has dot 
ter'd his Mind, or this Ea" ; rob 185 
Folly, ro 5 e andy provokeGod at't 
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Members 70 have often beafd t. 

Ar- liament for Scotland ſhe w. Ty: 
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Caſe of the you Debtors. 2:15 : 
their Severi- 
To this 1 reply, That tis as much our 


Ihope I have in ſome meaſure ſhe w d, that 
our preſent Laws, eſpecially about Debtors, 
is Anti-chriſtian and Impolitick; but tis fo 
far on the contrary fide, that I vil = | 
that We have de from our good old 
Laws, which were ſo tender of the Liber- 
ties of tlie Subject, and have alter'd; or 
vhich is Vorſe, ted them; and that 
by the ancient, and mental Laws of 
the Kirigdom, no' Man's Ferſon was to de 
impriſdid, or detain*d for Debt. | 
+/It:is evidently; and undeniably plain, Fe b 
4 that (by the Ancient,” Common Law of 2-17 


« the: Land) the Bodies of any of tine Ped- tag 


6 pls of E 2 could not, at the Suit Uf L. 
« any Subject, be \ Impriſf6n's, or r 
* any of thei/Out-law'd, for Debror h. 
© mages {or any hereunto relatin 5 <' | 
4 as Ge Ay p us, not onl Gen ebe 
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* 75 pl ; 4 after) were in that particular (with al 
„ ſtudious and ſedulous Care) inviolat 
4 obferv'd; as an eminent and ſi 


ca. if the poor Wen 


4 great and wary Circumſpection, pt 
4 ded againſt, and not only (not as — 
©. as thought on before the Conqueſt})but 
% Vas abhorred, in the leaſt, to bepraQti- 
ſed from that time, and the time O the 
„Birth of that explanatory Law, which 

Was in the Ninth Tear of the Reigu of / 
King Heury the Third, untib many Ages 
« * there being variety 2 

and pregnant Reaſons, for the 

4 f ation of that — Liberty, and 

4 Privile ge of the Subject (the Freedomef 
their Perſons from I prilonment) -andas 

2 en thoſe ancient La ws before the Com- 

ueſt, as the Laws until the making vf 
great Charter (and Threeſcore Years 
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of the Immunity, and heroic 'Preedon 
„ of the.” ExgliſÞ Nation, who were chen Ml « 
* deſervedly called (Libera m_ and 
4 ſo, d ſo great and ha 
4 to the envious Admiration 0 
4 the Chriſtian World, and to — — 
Honour of our Anceſtors, without being 
ſubject to any ſuch Impriſonment; not 
* only all the time of Willen, dhe Cogqus 
FL aha Reign (which vas above Twenty 
5 ro but One Hundred Four ſeors and 
us $ Fourteen Years after his Death, rr 


* 
N 3 
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Caſe of the . Debtors, 
« til the Statute of Weſtminſter the Second, 


ng 


Chapter the 11th, made in the Thir- 


« teenth Year of King Edward the Firſt, 
u invented a Capias, and a new Proceſs of 
« Out-lawry, which (from that time) was 


4 full ſo many Years; the Statute of the two 


« and fifticth of Henry the Third, Chap. 


23. (although the firſt that ever madea ny 
« « Eli Mans Perſon ſubject to ſuch Arreſt) 
yet it being only againſt Bailiffs of parti- 
« cular Lords, I lay no great ſtreſs an; but 
« that Breach and Inroad being once made 
into, and upon the Common Law, b 
« the, Statute of Weſtminſter the Second, 
gave Encouragement to the unhap py 


% Production of another: Statute, made in 


6 the twenty fifth Year of the Reign of 
« King Edward the Third, Chap. 17. by 


4 which it was Enacted, That ſuch Pro- 


« ceſs ſhouꝭd be made in Debt, and Detinue 
6 of Chattels, and by Proceſs of Exigent, 2 as 
„Was then uſed in Writs of Accom 


« which were two ſuch keen Laws, t at | 


they not only invaded, but cut in ſunder 
the choiceſt Liberty of the Subject, by 


6, . the Perſons of the then Free 
e of | England to the Cruelty: of Im- 
—_— be Debt and Damages; but 

« Ms ſame wiſe King 
« of whom the Lord Chief Juſtice Coke, 
« in a the ſecond Part of his Jaſijeures; Hoy 29, 
| 1 gives 


Edward the Third, 


— ee ne incherwoandfortierh 


Caſe if the poor Debtors. . 


4 gives this Character, That King Hen 
ce the Second, Edward the Firſt, and Ed 
e ward the Third, were all of them Prin: 
& ces of reat Fortitude, Wiſdom, and ſu: 
4 ſtice, that govern'd by cheir Laws; but 
ce that, in the Reign © King Edward the 
« Third, the Laws did principally flouriſh 
„„ who, faith he, was 2 Noble, Wiſe, a 
« watlike Prince. This nt Prince, 
4 Tfay,lookingdeliberately: — Wound: 
« thoſe Statutes had given to the Honour 
„ and Happinefs of the Kingdom, and to 
« that Ancient and moſt Venereble Part of 
« the Common Law, which-preſery*d his 
« Subjects Perſons from Impriſonment 
“ and the very many Kin 1 — ns ard 
« Apes, — any the lea — 
& which that 2 and famous Liber 
ty had proſperouſſy continud; and as it 
« were, repenting of the making of the 
« ſaid bitter Statute, of the twenty Fifth 
c“ Year of his own Reign; and he and his 
« Parliament findirig the miſchie vous In- 
« conveniences and Diſhonour that it had 
“put upon the People, — eſolving to file 
ec thoſe Shackles from off the Subject᷑s 
6 and to re- inveſt them into the Liberty 
« and Freedom of their Perſons from Im- 
4 priſonment, according to the Common 
Law of the Land, by hat gracious heal- 
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a: of the poor Debtors! 


« Weſtminſter the Second, and the Statute 
2 7a * ewe fifth of ogg cker 2 11 
moſt a vantagio 7 al 
4 moſt in every City, Town, and Vilage 
| 4 of the Kingdom, had ſo 2 faſtened, 
and rivited ſuch Multitudes of Perſons, 
« many of them of very great and . 
« „ Qua ity and Intereſt, in Places of 


and tempting Gain, which had mat of 


16 « Jeep. an Impreſſion upon the Minds of 


7 that prevalent and powerful part of the 


„ Kingdom, who had there Jentifully 
5 64 enrich'd themſelves, that Wr icht 


« wart Statute of the twoand fortieth 
ard the Third, ſointentionally oom. 


pos'd as aforeſaid, for the manumitting 
« of the People of England, as well from 


* the thraldom of a Priſon, as otherwiſeto 


& preſerve their Liberty, they went on to 
* impriſon the Bodies ofthe Su 101 Which 
(C hath ever fince been practiſed, not ouly 
% by virtue of thoſe two bo Ts, W, 
«Bar the Second, and the twenty 
4 Edward the Third, but that of Actum, 


&« Burnell, and the Statute de © Mercatori- 


1 tur, touching Arreſts upon Statutes, Sta- 
«2 e, and Merchant, and by other. Laws 
ilt upon them, which contrary to the 


« alien Common Law, as is v N 
4 doth continue the Invaffilation — 
42 ee te "rag Shane all the Pree- 
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« born Subjects of rene except Peers; ſo 

« chatit is indiſputably clear, how great an 

« Intrenchmeat the Impriſonment of Men's 

« Perſons is, upon the Honour of the an- 

« cient Common Law, of which, as the 
Lord Chief Juſtice Coke ſaith, the great 
Charter is but declaratory ; and as a late 3 
« Writer, from good Authority, tells Us, 

« did not grant any thing de novo, but that 

© thereby our ancient Laws and Liberties 

« were only repeated and confirmed; and 

« indeed all thoſe our Anceſtors maintain'd, 

© not only with indefatigable, prudentia 
Care and Induſtry, but with the vaſt 

« Expence of Blood and Treaſure ; wit- 

« neſs the more than twenty Years inte- 
ſtine bloody Civil War in the Reign of 
King Jobn, and in the end, the Confir- 

«* mation of thoſe Laws and Liberties by 
„the ſame King, in the Face of the No- 

« bility, and other the great Men of the 
„Kingdom, and of an infinite Number of 
ther the Free People of Exg land, as faith 
BHrittaine, Ful. 219. So that there wants 
“nothing to make it fully demonſtrable, 
that by our Anceſtors Magnanimity, and 
reſolvid Courage in maintaining the an- = 
* cient Common Law, they and their Po- 

* fterity were not only eſtabliſht in their 

« juſt Rights, but were preſery'd from fuch 
Impriſonment for Debt, or Damages, or 
e wt 1 ke any 
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4 good, loyal, and faithful Subjects, tothe 


Caſe of ebe poor Debtars.. 
any Thing thereunto relati 3 
6 20 and Fourteen Years aer h the Mor. 
« max Conqueſt, which now is i 
« upon many Thouſands of his: 85 


« utter Ruin of them, their Families, and 
4 Relations, whilſt thoſe who: have lined 
ur & their Iron Conſciences with nothing but 

& their Profit, and their Cheſts throughout 
« with the Wealth of the clave Wars * 
7 42 have tho wh 


+ Blogs, nay 


« -pent by many J Tbofand- of 3 in 


« therel 


te and loathſome Priſons, and 
made uſeleſs. Nothings 75 £ 
« World and themſelves. c Wheress, if 
« caſt our Ryes back into A aver 
thoſe 


4% Saxon Kings, We ſhall find 

« ; wiſe, and w Princes, K 

17 Ina, King Echelſton, — after them, 2 
« the Saxon Kings, according to 'the. amci- 


« ent Britiſh Laws, were ſo very tender of 


4 12 45 of Meas Perſons, that 
Pars Ges di cor pc their very Bond- Men 
Alfrede difplacd and 


04 Es, one off his Judges for daring ſo 


« to, do: And when the Government de- 


4 volved, and came to the Normans, Mili. 


91 am the n William. WE: and 
en) 


* Math yet the Law in that 


ahn of the poor Debtors. 


e this Liberty un. infringed, chat 

in their Reigns not any Perſon was im- 
« prifor?d, al for mortal Crime it 
« ſelf, unleſs he Were firſt Attainted, up- 
4 on the Verditt of twelve Men. And, 
« additional to all this, many Ages after 
«  —— eſt, by the ancient Commort 


woe writ de Odio & Atia was ved 
0 to a oe that was riſonꝰd, alt | 
for a hainous Crime, for the Death 


« in Favour, and out of an high Bfteem 


until the Juſtices in Eyre ſhou'd come, he 


„might ſue out this Writ, directed to the 


« Sherifr; and although che Offence for 


« which he was committed was not Bail 


© able by Law, yet the ancient Common 


© Law, did fo highly hate and abominme 


© the long Impriſonments of Men, that it 


en red | 


123 
« „ Henry the Firſt; took ſuch exact Care to 


4 jt had of the Liberty of a Man, and chat 
his Body ſhou'd not * detained in Priſon 


gave him this Writ for his Relief, which 


rs a0 by kee, in his Firſt Book: 
4 A 


a, in his Firſt Book, 
Gy « Chaps 14. "And with whom oo Glarvf 


„beer, in his Fourteenth Book, 2 
43. And the Mirror of Juſtice, a 


(4 of 4 
6 the L aw, as well-as a 


at Antiquity, and Eſtimstzon in 


% = Cuſeaf the poor Debors, 


Ho Hyperion 
2 . 


keep them out of Priſon, by giving os 
| 14 . 5 . N 450 ro- 


«Perſons were, by the Common Law of 
ce merciful to my Horſe, as to take provi- 


tive Time by Law ſet for my Releaſe 
« ment.“ There are many Hundreds gow 


vernmegt in the greateſt Exigences; for 
State, they have been thrown in Priſon by 


| the leaſt T hing the Government cou d do 


2 ' 


% Impriſonment of Mens Perſons as an 
« ing of a Goal. Now, for that it is olear 
as the Light, how highly. valuable, 

« dearly precious, the Liberties of N 


« the Land, all Debts and Damages being 
“ to be properly had out of the Eſtate of 
& the Debtor, and not his Perſon. Tis 
cc very odd, that the Law 1s ſo kind and 


ce ſional Care for a Replevin to enlarge him, 
&« and yet that my ſelf ſhon'd be retained 
te in durance, under a periſhing Condition; 
ee nay, and without as much as any defini 


ſtarving in Goals, who ventur'd their 
Lives, and loſt their Fortunes in the late 
Wars in Defence of their Prince, and 
Country, and have given Credit to the Go- 


want of which Debts due to them from the 


their own Creditors. A hard Caſe, they 
ſhall be thus, rewarded for their Zeal and 
Service to their Country; one wou'd think 


for theſe ſort of People, was, that if it 
cou'd not, or wou'd nut pay them, it ſhou'd 
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to God thi Boch, or this ct of it, which 
1 + might fall into bis Ma- 
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he is God's Vi 
like that King 
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An n till it did. At this rate, a Man 
that ventures to ſerve a Government is in- 
fallibly ruin'd; for, if his Enemies fail to 
ruin him, his Friends will not. 

We thankfull packnowledge,tharGo God Al- 
mi ighty has ſeafonadl and miraculoully in- 
7 * his good E covidence, to alert 
the black loads that hover'd over-Us, has 
ſent Us his preſent Majeſty King GEORGE, 


but how m the poor 

ving Priſoneriof theſe? a Sb che Preten- 
der, or Jem, over - turn 
ſo they broke open the Priſo 
twould be a happy N t 


Bondage the y.will account cheir beſt Friend. 
2 85 or that (according to former Cyz- 
a ne Reign) ) [there has not heen 


yet, one Act of Grace (as they hey: call it) In 
this, a general Diſcharge on r Priſoners 
orDobr, thoſe higheſt Dbjetts of * 


If no other, on better Means are us d, vu 


relates to Debt 
jeſty's Hands, 4 chen let it be left 20. hi 
al. Breaſt: Cubic is fill'd with Good- 


rent here, he ſhou'd a 
f Kings, hold the Lives: 


4 * 


Caf. ef the poor Dettirs. Jag 


as his Inſtrument, to ſecure our Liberties 
and Properti * — Jewels 2 * Gn Fronts 
ar- 


Nation, 
ora 
ble Wretches ; whoever releaſes them from © 


and Compaſſion), to reflect, that as 


3 


=: = Caſe of the poor or 
| Preſervation of all his faithful Subjects 
| ually dear to him, and not ſuffer ſo * 


ouſands to be totilly depriv'd of all | 


the Bleſſin s of his R „Wo be to them 
who hide thoſe Thing from his: yes, and 
inter poſe as à dark Cloud, or 

ber ween this Sun and the withering Punt, 
which periſhes for want: of his vital Hear; 
let the Sin lye at their Door, but on hk 
Head let the Crown flouriſh.” If the ob- 
durate Men eſcape 4 Priſan here, Which 
. ſoon make them Converts co Conil. 


n, at leaſt they wou'd” have wot 


Mo 
Remſelve s, if they had'noge for thei 
low Subjects, and Fellow Chriſtians; "ates 
are in'great Danger of a worſe Priſon here 
after,” where there's noither Bail,” or Main- 
prize, nor Act of Grace Grace bver'to be: 8 
ed, or granted: At which: juſt 'Tribudal 

Mens Actions will be weigh din an 

7 Ballarice;; all Accounts made even vi 
cannorbeh hop'd for in this World : Cruelty 
and Oppreton ſhall: then Joſe its Power; 
Wicked ceaſe E there 
- ke A 2 2 Pi 
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Cuſe of the poor Debtors. 
for which they 


have an extravagant Profit, 


_ uſe this Way; when any. Perſon comes to 


take up Goods,: they not only fer. don the 


Name. and. Place o& Abode. of the Perſon 


ſo truſted, but if they bring any Servant 
wa them to _— I OY or a- 
Acquaintance, they vn all their 
Nan, and then upon any failure'of the 


ments, 

Gee Prin ; and every Ta wy. 
nerally keeps a Rogue of a Servan 
he makes Bailiff; and for every — * if 
the Debt i hot Bightcen- Pence, exaCts ten 
Shillings, beſides -other Fees. - Whites 
2 Gal s crambꝰd full of : theſe: 

W. ate ee A ay 2 — 
tis ogues that e upport 
Court, as well as the Marſpalſes; and for 
he agement of Villany, which 


gnetes thei otes ir Trade, the Phintiff ue. 


right or wrong, miſſes of getting 


'Day; ſo that the- 


they Arreſt all, or any 


ike Subſifteace'ef 
dependant 


Inſects, 
on — wicked ddd: barbarous- Courts, i 


| 1 ; 
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on the Mead, or rather Blood of the Poor, 


hans. clctalty 

The Debtors in Newgate 
thoſe on 'Bſcape Warrants, as; AR are mixt 
with the MalefaQors,: 'are in much a-worſe 
Condition than the Thieves AP 


for theſs got only live infinicely better for 


the 


* 
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the ſhort time they are 1 d, 

releas d; and if they be hang'd, ti 

to be prefer d — ky 9 
ing wick un 


_ 004 be by 218 Ba ws 
85 a4 Bauer is Liberty and ad Property in 


4 Kingdom, where Credit i is ſo neceſſary to 
its Trade ; but when a — 0 fails by 


unavoidable Misfortunes, even a, K. 
at 


the Government, or a Nohle M 
whoſe Perſon he has no Remedy a 
his.Creditor ſhall: have mate Bower Over 
him than his Prince, or as much as the moſi 
abſolute I 3 to take all he has, 
then puniſh his Body with the worſt. 
Deaths, per petual Impriſonment; ad 
is the nr of all this, to render 
vaſt Number of People :uſeles, and-thei 
Families a Burthen do the! Publick; 8 
compel others to fly their -Country,, or. 
Places of Sanctuary, here Num n 
unfortunate Perſons enter into an Aſlotiati- 
on to ſtand by one another with their I vis, 
in defiance. 4 all our Laws that relate 10 
Debt. Theſe miſerable e put 
Men upon a kind of a fatal; Neceſſiag 10 
turn Knaves, and wreck their Wit to.evade 
it all, or as much of it as they can which 
by the help of the hy vey 3 they have 
Money, they may do; but 
* iid ear, Beet 
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130 Commuſſion of the Peace. 
Out-skirts, and pooreſt Part of the Town, 
where they are very Numerous; for the 


© one Houſe but was a Bawdy Houſe, or a 
/ | ſhelter for Thieves) Kyock-Fergus , and 
= Rag Fair, Places vaſtly Populous With kheſe 
1 Sort of People, and moſt, or all of them, 
| were Tributaries to this Worthy Juſtice, 
who gave them due Protection and Eneu- 
ragement, ſo that round his Workhip's 
Houſe, in the Evening, when the Caf u 
ſually ſtrole Abroad, you cou'd 'not pal 
without either having your Pocket pickt 
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| taken, ofthe: 


French Proteſtant 


Conti oon af the Peace. 8 


thereabbhuts for the Whores, Ic. at Night, 
was amongſt the Conſtables at the Watch- 
houſe, eloſe hy the Fuſtice of Pexce's Houſe, 
and that two Conſtabies who live in Church: 


ſtice, were ſeldom . ſeveral High- 


way. Men; Whotes, and Houſe:breakers, 


as Lodgers, and Boarders in their Houſes. 


131 


lane, aforeſaid; andꝭ daily attended this Ju- 


Tis too notorious to the World,; the Bloc- 


kiſhneſs; Knavery, and Connivance at 
Lewdneſs, and Villany of many Juſtices of 


Peace but the Proofs and —— are 
very much too long to inſert here. If moſt 


of theſe Gentlemen were able and honeſt, 
*twas: impoſſible; ſo; little Notice wou'd: be 


moving Papiſts 
and keeping a watchful;Eye 6n the Enemi 
of the Government, and Things of the like 


Nature: T bat Office, through filthy Lucres 


ſake, is corrupted às well as others“ A 


t told me this Story im- 
mediately aſter it happen'd: In the late 
Queens Time he was at Tom's Coffee · houſe 


Orders, Proclamations, 
Oos. againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs; Re- 
s Ten Miles. from the City; | 


| in St. Martin ans, where the Nench fre- 


ſo that in aR oom full you will ſcarce- 


bo were Papiſts, being 
there, that this: II: wou'd: 0 _ 


ly find an Eng Ee Nan y and ſoms ef hi- 
Country 
calling of t the Times, told the | Proteſtants 
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| . if: 1 Pate, 
1 Sherlber or a Pr 
the right Heir wow'd ſoon be reſtor d, and 
then the Gallows, or the Gallies, wou'd be 
their Portion, with many other'treaſonable 


Words. The French Proteſtant thought it 
c his Duty to diſcover ſuch profeſt, and dau- 


rous Enemies to the Government; there- 

re went to a Juſtice of Peace, gave in his 
Information upon Oath againſt his two 
Country- men that ſpoke the Words; ac- 


cordingly the Juſtice of Peace granted his 


Warrant, and they were brought before 
him, and the Words prov'd by the Infor- 


mant, and other Witneſs; and when they 


_ expected the Juſtonton'd: have committed 
them to Neregate, or the Gate bouſe, in or- 


der to be try'd for their Lives, he oi 


ave them a ſſight Reprimand, and ſaid, 
ever heard they did the like again, he 


wou'd lay them by the Heels, and ſo dif 
chargd'them/+Inithe Evening, two Days 
after, theſe two very Perſons met the French 


Proteſtant that infotmꝰd againſt them in St. 


the Mews, and calling him Hugonet Dog, 


Jamev's Park, near the Paſſage oppoſite to 


both drew their Swords, and had he not 


"taken to his Heels, being an unarm'd Man, 
and run into the Red Lion Inn, which is 


juſt by the Paſſage, he had been 


arther'd, 


When he told-me this Story, Iprofferꝰd to go 


before the n of State With him, — 
r 


rotes ion for them, for 
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hear what he wou'd ſay about his Country- 
men and the Juſtice of : Peace 5 but the 
Man was ſo diſcourag'd and frighten'd, 
that, as he heard, ſo he believ'd, moſt of 
our Magiſtrates were of a Piece with the 
Juſtice; and ſaid, if he knew there wasa 
Deſign to cut the Queen's Throat, he 
wou d not trouble himſelf about it, or ven- 
ture on a Diſcovery, for inſtead of any Re- 
ward he ſhou'd expect nothing but to have 
his on Throat cut for it. 
_ *Tis in vain to think that Reformation of 
Manners can thrive, when the Juſtices of 
Peace, whoſe particular Province is to.take 
care ofthat Matter, want ſo much Reforming 
themſelves. Tis with good Reaſon beliey?d, 
that had only the Commiſion of the Peace 
been put into good Hands, it wou'd have 
been very difficult for the Enemies of our 
| Peace to have promoted ſuch Riots, ande. 
ven Rebellion, as has lately ſpread it ſelf ſo 
| univerſally over the Kingdom. There can» 
not be too great Caution, or Care taken, 
in appointing Gentlemen for that Commiſſi- 
on, ; becauſe the Quiet and Welfare of this 
Majeſty's Subjects, in a high Degree, de- 
pends on it; and not to beſtow that Ho- : 
nour, and Truſt in one, as a Feather in his 
Cap, who never intends to act; and to a- 
nother, it may be, not hearty for the Go 
vernment; or at 8 Ignorant, Indigent, 


Or 
2 \ 
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or Avaricious, and will not ſtick to play at 
ſſmall Game rather than ſtand out, ànd ſo 
8 2 

fat Cue eleſſaſtica! Court, vulgarly calbd Doors 


admit of 


cleſali· I muſt have one 


e eee 
ittle Touch on t 


Commons; here is an Augean Stable of Filth 


that requires a Hercules to remove. This 
Spawn, or Relick of Popery, is thotght to 


be perfectly needleſs, 


per y, is thought t 
for the Courts of 


Common Law may have Offices to prove, 
other neceflar 
Buſineſs they tranſa@ ;» fo that this Place is 
only a Harbour for the worſt Herd of black 
Cattle in the Kingdom'; and thoſe of them 
that are not Atheiſts, have generally great 
Inclinations to Mother Church of Rome, 
Vo firſt modell'd their Court, 'and ſo con. 
ſequently the greateſt Jacobites in this Coun- 
try. But for ſooth this is a Spiritual Court, 


and regiſter Wills, or an 


but T fear of the Kingdom of Dat ene 
which puniſhes Fornication, Adultery, 
Blaſphemy, and the like ; determines' the 


Caſe of Marriages, whether lawful or un- 
lawful, and is of great Uſe to ſeparate a 
Man from his Wife, when he grows weary 
ay for it, 


of her, and has Money enough to pz 
as T will give an Inſtance preſently. 


Indecd, if any one wou'd confider How Wir. 
tuous, and Religious the preſent Age is, and 


And, 


but 
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* how theſe Vices are puniſh'd,” th 
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but admire at the Benefit of this excellent 

Court. They will, now and then, catch 
a poor Dog, make him ſtand in a white 
Sheet, do Penance for calling a Woman 

Whore; but as for Blaſphemy, Whoring, 
Sc. Sins they are ſuperior to their Neigh - 
bours in, is not their Buſineſs to ſuppreſs, 
except they begin the Reformation in them- 
ſelves; for my part, I never heard ſuch open 
 Blaſphemies, and Prophaneneſs, as from 
theſe ſort of Men, and Men ſo univerſally ii 
deteſted, and ſpoken againſt by all Sorts = 
of People. I have known ſeveral Papiſts 
wou'd undertake to prove, that in ſome 
Reſpects this Court is more Arbitrary, 
and worſe than their Courts of Inquiſition; 
however, I do underſtand but a very ſmall 
part of their Myſtery of Iniquity, and ſhall 
proceed to my Inſtance of a Marriage. 

A young Man, an Apprentice, before 4: In- 
his Indentures were expir'd, courted. a fance of a 
Maid, and married her, which was kept 3% 4 
private, and a convenient Lodging taken Marriage. 
for her accordingly ;. ſoon after he was out 
of his Time, a Fortune fell to him, and an 
Offer of another Woman with Money, 
whom he lik'd better than his Wife; but 
not knowing how to get rid of her, was 
ſoon put into the Way by a Doctors Com- 
mons Man, which was thus, He cited his 
Wife to prove eee upon the 

E457 LS - 


Trial, 
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Trial, which I heard, the Woman firſt 
brought ſeveral credible Witneſſes to her 
Reputation; prowd the previous Court. 
hip, after wards they took a Licence out of 
their own: Office, as it appear d by their 
Regiſter; then the Marriage by virtue of 


that Licence, and the Regiſter of the Church 


Book, together with the Witneſs of the 


Clerk, and ſome others preſent at the Wed. 


ding. Then the People of the Houſe where 
rhey lay the firſt Night, and three Perſons 


ſwore they ſaw'them put to Bed together, 
afterwards the People of the Lodging which 


he took for her, 'depos'd, That he for ſeveral 


Months ownid her for his Wife, provided 


for her accordingly, beſides ſevera | 
from him ſhe'produc'd to the ſame purpoſe. 
Vet all this wou'd not do, for the Judge ve 


ry learnedly determin'd, that whereas their 
Books inform'd them t was requiſite to have 
about Fifteen or Sixteen Qualifications to 


prove a legal Marriage, and this good Wo. 
man wanting two or three of them, he pro- 
nounc'd it no Marriage' (and by the ſame 
Rule might haveunmarriedthe whole King- 


dom, and made all Mens Wives Whores) 
and the young Fellow; who ſat laughing in 


the Court all the while, was left at liberty 


to marry who he pleas'd; the Judge not re- 

garding the Curſe entail'd on thoſe who. 

part Man and Wife. The poor Woman, 

wh 90 33 08 + 3 wy = 1 2 a | 5 5 when | 
| | & 11 
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when — the curſed Sentence, and 


her Doom, fell down in a Swoon in the 
Court, and the Women who heard the Tri- 
al, were for pulli — Judge, and Coun- 
cils Throats out, wd it woud 
be a Preſident for all choir Husbands 4 get 
rid of them; but when ſhe recover d, . 8 
peal'd from this unjuſt Tribunal, to the 
righteous Judgment Seat of God; but her 
Lawyers were of Opinion, "twere' better 


for her to appeal to the Court of Delegates, 
which wou'd not coſt her above a Hundred 
Pounds; but ſhe had not the tenth Part of 


that Sum to ſpend, and then if her Huſ- 
band had more Money than ſhe, twas 
Ten to One if ſhe was not leſt as they found b 


ber, except eaſing her of all her Money. 


If this Cauſe had been try*d in the dad 
nary Courſe of Juſtice at Common Law, 
by a Jury, ?twas morally impoſſible to have 
pack d ſuch a Set of Men t her as ou 
have given ſo black a Verdi 2 

There has been Fourty Thouſand Folds 
ſpent in a Cauſe of Marriage, in that Court, 
and before the Delegates, of a great Fortune 
marrying two Gentlemen, who ſhou'd be 


the Haaboad! which they ian nademimnints:. | | 
at laſt; and 1 heard an 155 Proctor of the © g 


C fay, that he was afraid he ſnou'd 
never live to ſee ſo good Times again; I de- 
1 of him, lu TR he meant, he 


ſaid, 


Qors-- who were Council againſt the: poor 
Woman beſpremention'd, and. * 5. aa 


9 0 N * 


bh See Veſtriss. 0 
ſaid, the Time of the Plague, and the Time 
of that fat Cauſes in both hiel + 


he got 
an Eftate;: +1; ot iy 1: ee 
I went to Dinner — om af th Do- 


whether they did not think that Man 


was as lawfully married to the Woman 


they pleaded againſt, as any Man in 
Jand — to his Wife; they confeſt = 
believ'd ſo, but what was that to —— 
who were Council retain'd on the other 
Side. T was confidently reported among 
them, that the Judge had a Hundred and 
Thirty Guineas for a Bribe, beſides the o- 
ther Bribes and Charges the Villain wasat 
to be parted from his Wife: But this wick- 
ed Jog that never did any Thing with- 
out a Bribe, died miſerably ſoon after. 
It wou d be too long to enumerate all the 


Chargeableneſs, Litigiouſneſs Bribery 
and Sorruptiss of the Admiralty Court, 


in the Proſecution and Condemaation of 


— taken in the late Wars; but this I 


Select 2 
firies. 


ſe, as well as infinite other Villanies, 
hou; be ſet forth at large in the Book the 


Gentleman is writing, before ſpoken of. 
Another great Grievance to the Nation, 

is Select Veſtries in moſt Pariſhes through. 

out the Kingdom: Theſe the late Lord CH 


Julie. Halt, in a Trial belore him, "call 
Select 


XY TM 


Select Veſtries: 4 
Selet Companies of Rogues: They are a par- 


cel of Fellows, in many Places, the Dregs 


of the Pariſh, and in ſome Caſes of more 
Authority than a Houſe of Commons, for 
they can levy Money at Diſcretion u 
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the Subject; ſolely by their Arbitrary Will 


and Pleaſure make a Diſtreſs, and ſell the 
Goods immediately. 

They chooſe themſelves; for when any 
of their Society dies, or is otherwiſe diſpos'd 


of, they elect another in his Room, and ſo 
render themſelves 1 a Privilege the 


Houſe of Commons e not. 
They chooſe all Lecturers, and other 


Pariſh Officers, and as Bribery, Favour, ' or 
Affection ſways, can compel, or excuſe a 
PariſHioner t&ferve in the meaneſt and moſt 


troubleſome Office in the Pariſh.” 

They influence mightily Elections in Far- 
lament, Mayors, Common-Council-Men, 
Ic. for if a Pariſhioner will not Vote as 


they will have him, they will be fure to fit | 


upon his Skirts. 
They Audit their own Abbots, by 
choofing- Tome of their own Body for that 
Office. In ſhort, a great many other Ro- 
guer ies, Cheats, and Oppreſſions, they ex- 


ercife | in i their Pariſhes, by having ſo large a "x 


Power, and continuing it to themſelves, 


which is great T eu Aten to 5 = 


al which N ealily remedied, by olip- 
| ping 


go 


28 "MY 55 0 
IF 9 


Obſervations on n Hoſpital. 


ping their Prerogative, and "king them 
be choſe Annually by the Pariſh. . 10 

Incredible are the Sums of Mone 
through. England for the Poor, th 


; raig' 
the 


Streets warm with Beggars; and tis be- 


yond all doubt, that hardly a moiety; 11 _ 
really, or juſtly apply'd to that Uſe. 
I might here touch upon the Corrupsion 
and Abuſe in Hoſpitals, and in all charita. 
ble Foundations; but leaſt this Book ſhou'd 
ſwell to a greater Bulk than L intended, i 
muſt be let alone for the preſent. 


Obſervati- But I cannot omit ſome Obſervations on 


ont on 
Green- 


Greenwich Hoſpital, becauſe. it relates to our 


wick , Samen. King WILLIAM, when be 
Pita. 


vie wid this Hoſpital, N The "Engliſh had 
the Vanity to make magnificeth Palaces for 
2 f when their Trince s hiv'd in Cotta. 
The Revenue-of this " Hoſpital is not 
aan by a Tax on any other of the Sub- 

s but the poor. Sailors, they paying Sir 
— a * put of their Pay; this, with 
Gifts given to ĩt, is in great part laid out in 
a ſtately Structure, which, tho? it be ne- 


ver ſo much for the Glory of the Nation, i; 


very little for the Benefit of the Seamen; 


on the contrary, the Building 3 ſo 


chargeable, the leſs Men can be 


tain'd in it till the whole Hoſpital. is "sf 
niſh'd, which according tothe eee 
150 8 of: the Works: HOI? . 
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many Years. But what ſigniſies all this 

Grandure of an out- ſide Building to a poor 

Sailor, in which he muſt. be confinꝭd from 

his Wife and Relations during Liſe, and 

made do a needleſs Duty. Tis computed 

the Charge of every Man there amounts 

to about 33 Pound / Annum; now give 

each of theſe Men but 20 Pound a Lear 

Pegſion, and let him ſhift for himſelf, and 
he will be ten Times better pleas d. Fe- 
Men but have Kindred and Friends, who 
they wou'd:be glad, after the Hazards and 
Fatigues of a: vety troubleſome Liſe, to 
ſpend the latter Part of their Days With, 
and: even be buried in the Gra ves of their 
Families: Mis woud be attended with 
great Advantages to the poor Men, and 
to the Government like wiſe; che poor Men 
wou'd diſperſe themſelves all over the King 
dom, get into cheap Countries, where they 
might plentifully Board for ten P ound a 
Lear, he under no Confinement; Liberty, 
next; to Health, being the greateſt Plea» 4 
ſure of Life; and many of them havigagg 
200d: natural Parts, »wou'd ſo pleaſe the ö 
Country Gentlemen and Farmers with | 
their Converſatian and Relation of Sea- 
Adventures, wliich the Country People are 
in a great meaſure Strangers to, that they 
vou d be generally careſs d, made ealie, 
adbapꝑy i belt Cincumſtaners, 4 . 
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The Advantages to tlie Governitien: 
eu be; that as theſe Men by Inelinati 
on, ſo'by Duty and Gratitude, wou d hold 
themſelves bound to ſpread the Praiſes af it, 
as much as in them 8 , and take off miſſead i © 
'Peoples Prejudices from: it, and be livin Wl * 
— of the Care the Government 
takes of thoſe who faithfully: ſerde it but I f 
theſe good Conſequences cannot be ſuppos'd, WW l 
is 


if theſe Men; who by this Way wou d 
perſe theinſelves in all Corners of tlie R 
dom; continue! to be coup'd up in ole 1 
Place, where their Confinement, and il ſu 
Uiage; fours their Temper; nnd cauſes pet ue 
Lone Murmurings amongſt them. 
But another great Advantage that wou' 
-accrue to the State; wou d be; that *twou'd 
ſa ve a er Conf of Money by it, which is 
a weighty Conſideration now a- days: An- 
indeed in all Times, There is about 300 
Men now in this Hoſpital, and: if this Me- 
thod were put in Practiſe, the Charge that 
maintains theſe 500 Men upon #heiBſtz 
'bliſhment they are at preſent, there may be 
1500, with each a Penfion-of 20 l. e . 
num, for the Officers of rhe” Fioſpitul Fea 
ow up a vaſt Sum, of which there O 
be now no need, beſides the Frauds; Cheats 
and Corruptions in all thoſe: Foundation 


The g reat Truſt weste * Steward of 
this Hoſpital, without a 
Conne, or Check, gi — 
nities for ente Bribor, a 


Abuſes. gi l "TH 75 4 4860 A de 71 13 
. Here all Juſticwand Diſcipline s:turn'd 
out of Doors, and the Uſage'of the B 
at Sea, and at Land, where any Order is 


obſerv'd, Which is for Su 


2 like, where the Rank and Quality of 
the Perſon, according to the Poſtihe ſer vd, 


Is always regarded but in this H 
your the contrary, the Warrant: Officers, 
uch as Furſers, Boatſtwaint, Muſtem, 


Gun 
ners, &f 6; ang not diſtinguiſh'd from the 


times ſo bad, hüt L. have heard them 


lenny, or a Half. penny, when 
tiality 
the 


owe e calbd Boatſwains,' ho are put o- 


think fit, with {Attendance on them, and 
half 4 Crown a Week; and theſe new fa- 
ſhionꝰd Boatſwains ate Lompos def Marine 
Soldiers ' Taylors, Coblers, and 'Fidlers : 


This f is great 0 
ra 


legal or regular 


—.— 


periors to he pre- 
ferr'd before Inferiors, as in Penſions, and 


iteb'tis 


common Seamen, and their Hes e 4 


they have ſometimes ſold their Dinner ſor a 

| by the Par- 
Nag or ſome other By-endsiof | 
rs of this Hoſpital, there are 


ver theſe Warrant Officers Heads, have a 
particular Table allow d them, have the beſt 
of the Meat either roaſt or boil'd,/as they 
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rant Officers; who hive liv'd. wierd been 
equally reſpected with Conmiſſzon Officer 
under a Captain; and even tb the enn 
Sailors, to have ſuch perſons who. they 

knew Abroad to ſerve in no other Capact- 
ties than above, and were deſpis'd in time —ç 
Service by the meaneſt — 5 a5 much 
below them, to be aſhore, where no nced 
of any Service is, not only preſerr u before 
them, b but even the Warrant Ng _ 

veg 611} [1s „ l 

Then hive; is fo n Heſpelt he vy 
Reconimendations, that the Intent "lhe 
Foundation of this Hoſpital; as well as all 
other Charities; is in time corrupted and 
inverted; *tis thou ught, that take away the 
'Blew-coat Habit of the Children of Cf 
Church Hoſpital;in the City, founded 
Edwardthe 6th, and ina few ears, ini 5 
the Children of poor decay'd Freemen of the 
City getting in there, the A/dermen, 9 0- 
ther wealthy Citizens, wou d fill the Hoi. 
tal with their Off. ſpring; hut tis the Diſ- 
grace of the Habit "tlie. generally hinders 
the others, and is a Protection to ** poor 
Orphans; ſa Greemwich Hoſpital, if a,Serv- 
tiny, or Viſitation was — * 'twould:;be 
found upon a ftrit Examination, thatrard- 
ly a moiety of the Men are entitPd, accord- 
ing to the Laws of the Foundation, to be 
"oy this is * Effect of powerful Recom-. 
| mendations: 


N 


DELETE ir eee 


and other clandeſtine Ways, to the unjuſtly 
ſhutting out the deſerving, but decay'd Sar- 


lors, for whoſe Relief this Hoſpital: was 
only erected. I wou'd not be thought, of 
this, to inſinuate the turning out of any o 

5 decay'd Men, who are now there; let theni 


get in which way they cou'd, God forbid; 


my Iatent is only to give Hints to LO 
theſe Evils for the future. | 


Beſides all this, for very ſialic Offeticts; 
the brave Sailors are oſten turn'd out of tlie 
Hoſpit al, and ſo have their Bread taken 


from them upon every Caprice, or Preju- 


dice of the Of 


Cers à very ha 


after Twenty Years, or more, faichful Ser- 
vice of their Country, to be rob'd of that 
Re ward te which they are ſo juſtly entitiꝰdʒ 


and which their -own Brethren pay for z 
but this they wou'd not be in hazard of; 


or liable to, if twas put upon the Foot of a 


Penſion ; and indeed the true Intent of Hoſe 


pitalr was originally: for thoſe they call Ia 1 
valide, diſeas 5 or diſabled Mien, by great 


Age, loſs of Sich, Limbs;or ſuch Diſtenipers 
as totally r r them in 


lutely neceſſary ſome Places ſhould be fer as 


rt either to Cure them or Cherifh them 


ö a Gentleman * 2 mib ; ; 
to be rid of an old Servant, which he i is not 
willing to provide other wiſe for, by Bribery; 


capable of ſo much 
2s ſtirring Abroad; and fo it becomes abſo- 
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Pounds, or be enabled to c 
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under the Inſpection of able Phyſcians, 
hirurgeons, and Nurſes; but moſt of the 
Perſons put into this Hoſpital, are health- 
ful, and hearty old Men, who Wi: by 
their long Service, are entitÞd to this Cha- 
rity ; and many of them have ſome Art, or 
Trade that wou'd be a great help to them, 
Tiis too long for this Place to enter into 
the Detail of all the Abuſes and Corruption. 

of this Hoſpital, of which I cou'd muſter 
many more; and 't would be perfectly need- 
leſs, if the above Method is taken, which 
wou'd effectually put an end to them. The 
Lame, the Blind or Bed. rid, might be re- 
movꝰd to Chelſea, or where elſe the Govern- 

ment pleas d: The Revenue of this Hoſpi- 
tal, pa id into his Majeſty's Exchequer, and 

enfions 


the s. to the Men paid in what Me- 
thod the Government thinks fit ; or if the 
Receiver General of the Ring Taxes inthe 
Countries where the Men reſide, were em- 
_ power'd to pay them qu rterly, *twou'd be 
much for the Eaſe of the poor Men, and the 
Credit of the Government, which wou'd 
hardly feel it, conſidering the Xing had the 
Incomes of the Hoſpital paid into his Ex- 
 ehequer, by which Means the Government 
might fave, or gain many. Rout 
heriſh ſo many 

More Seamen. The Hoſpital converted in- 
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to one of the Palaces for our Kings, which 
by its magnificent, and convenient Situati- 
on to receive Ambaſſadors; the Advantage 
of the Hill, and River, to make Caſcades 
Fountains, and other Water Works; * 
Nature having been laviſh of all her rural | 
Beauties to make the Park the pleaſanteſt 
ſpot of Ground in Exgland, with ſuch a 
Proſpect as the Harth does no where elſe af 
ford; this, together with Whitehall whe 
built, and on Court already built, all 
upon the Banks of the nobleſt River in the 
World,  wou'd be truly ſuch a Glory to the 
Nation, as cou'd-not e parallel'd t roughs 
out the Univerſe. 
To Sum up what I have already ſaid, ft 
ſhallonl; y obſerve, that "His wonderful tocon-· 
ſider the — and 5 of this Kings 
dom by what it bears, like: a tough well 
bred Hort that can hardly be 21410 to D eat 
half theſe Diſtempers, one -wou'd think, _ 
were - ſufficient. to ruin or 7 is 
teſt Mona Bon oh 


* 
11 


| a "ſuddens. 
bole tio 0h Didem pers, 
aryChronicelwhichare not 52005 d with Naive of 
* ;Doſes of Phy ſick ; Time, and con- in this 
ation 10-ie muſt do the work, as 
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ok them may be eaſily remov'd, ſuch 6 
the MarſhaPs Court, Abuſe of Goal 8, Re- 

lief of Poor Debtors, Ic. But I will ha- 

ſten to my coneluding Diſcourſe, of a Pub- 

lick Spirit. 2 

Tie hf. The little Senſe the Age has left of Ho- 
cerity of aur, Truth, and Sincerity, is a great Miſ- 
** 4% fortune to Us; - theſe are 'hardly counted 
neceſſary Qualifications of a Gentleman. 

Men effect to appear Popular, by having 

great Levies Nos antly artending them; 

this Policy they hope will induce the Go- 
vernment to court their Friendſhip,” and 

ſo conſequently get good Places. But 

with humble Submiſſion, if the Govern- 
ment makes this the only Rule to ad. 
vance People to great Employments; ſt 

may very often chance to take in Perſehs 

who will do it a Pound of Miſchief for an 
Ounce of Service; for generally theſe ate 
2 ſort of Conrtiers, = og uſe a World of 
Compliments, are wonderful Civil, and 
1 of Profefions of Services to every 
body that . to them, but do for 
” Fes but thoſe they. get moſt by: i They 
never ſuffer their Heu and Tongues t- 
og 0 gtee together: They very rarely mean ns 
, but promiſe you one thing the? 
', + - they intend quite the 8 make you 
1 1 any wait upon them; cep yoo 
5 on Rack and Torture for 10h 


4 , 


* 
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Years, before they will grant you the C ap 
i 


de Grace, to put you out of Pain, and k 


you quite. 


This manner of Proceeding is ; very Cuſtom of 
wide of the Notions of Honour they have #b* Che- 


in China: There *tis a Cuſtom amongſt China. 


the Courtiers, and beſt educated Perſons, 


that inſtead of oral Compliments,- they 


di 87 
1 
* 
** & © 
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give you a written Proteſtation of what 


they intend to do for you, that if they fail 


of their Promiſe, to remain as a Teſtimon 


againſt them, and a Mark of the greate 


Infamy. If our Courtiers and Gentlemen 
did ſo, and there was a Law to ſue them 


for breach of Promiſe, I doubt there wou'd 


be more Bankrupts amongſt the Quality 


for Debts of Honour, than amongſt the 

Tradeſmen for Debts of Money, 
How many have been ruin'd by this trick. 

ing and baſe Infincerity ! Cannot a Man, 


if he has the leaſt regard to true Honour, 
and Honeſty, tell a Perſon, after a ſmal] Conrtiers. 
time of attending, whether he can, or will 


ſerve him. A Man of Quality ſhou'd be 
as much above, and deſpiſe the mean piti- 


ful Arts, Shifts, and Vices of the vulgar, 
as he is above them in Birth, Fortune, or 
Station; but when he does that which an 
honeſt Porter wou'd bluſh at, his Quality 
then is as a dead Weight, which ſinks him 
as much in Contempt under the loweſt de- 
"Ib. 4" he mn 


May 

the Infir. 
n- 

cerity of 


* 


» | 2 4Y 
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ree of the People, as before he ſeem'd to 
be above the common level of Mankind. 
If a drunken Linkman, or Carman, ſhou'd 


be guilty of ſome notorious Indecency in the 


Street, to the open view of the Mob, it 


them, as in a Gentleman well drefſt, 
If to live eaſy and quiet, and ſometimes 


| toenjoy our own Company in a little Re 
tirement, free from the noiſe and hurry of 


this World, be a great Happineſs, I can- 
not ſee the Prudence of thoſe Perſons, who 


of numberleſs Followers, and Solicitors 


create to themſelves this perpetual fa 


for Favours; by voluntarily and need- 


leſly promiſing to one part of them to 
whom they cannot be as good as their 
Word; and the other, what they never 
intend to perform. If they -wou'd uſe 


more Sincerity, they wou'd infallibly rid 


themſelves of abundance of importunate 
Suitors, and get the valuable Reputation of 
Men of true Honour. No Man in his Sen- 


ſes can be angry, when he is deny'd that 


which the Perſon he ſolicits fairly ſhows 
him he has neither Reaſon or Qbligation 


to do for him; or otherwiſe, that *tis not 


in his Power: But to keep People in Hopes, 


make them looſe their Time, expend their 
Money, diſappoint them ofother Opportuni- 
ties,all withaDelign to deceivothem ar laft, 


5 „7 
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is ſo vile, that it wants a Name, and only 

ſerves to entail Curſes, and laſting Infamy, - 

inſtead of Bleſſings, and a good Character. 
What the Policy, or Intent of ſuch Pro- 

ceedings is (which is, or have been ſo fa- = 

ſhionable and common amongſt our modern | 

Conrtiers) or what good Account it will 

turn to, let thoſe experience who make a 

Merit by ſuch diſhonourable Ways. I do 

not charge all Men of Figure with this 

mannerof Behaviour; I know ſome worthy 

Perſons that ſcorn it, who have more no- 

ble Souls; the other being the Marks of a jfucericy 

pitiful Spirit, and as I ſaid before, does their % Mark 

Prince a great diſ-ſervice, by ſowring, and K 

alienating the Hearts of his Subjects from 

him; for if theſe great Men, by reaſon of 

their Poſts, repreſent his Majeſty, through 

whoſe Hands he conveys his Adminiſtrati- 

on to his Subjects, they leave the Impreſſi- 

on of a bad Prince on the Minds of the Peo- 

ple for making choice of ſuch ill Miniſters. 

This brings me ſtill to affirm, that as a 
Publick Spirit is abſolutely neceſſary in a 
Great Man, not only for the Service of the 

Prince, but good of the People, ſo Religi- 77 
on is the eſſential Qualification of a Publick , Har. 
ſpirited Man. And here I humbly beg [4.55 
leave to diſſent from the Opinion of an ex- of a H. 
cellent Prelate, who has one Paſſage in an “ 9 
admirable Sermon of his, which is ſhock- 

EL EE oo 
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ing to me; and either I cannot agree to it, 
orcomprehend i it. Iwowd not have Great. 
neſs complimented at the Expence of Reli. 
gion; this, I think, rt Ann ATA Urns 
a little too far. TE ai Ria 
J remember an eminent Divine laibien 
ſelf very open for juſt Cenſure, in a Sermon 
he preacty'd at the Funeral of a great Date, 
wherein he made many Panegyricks'on his 
Grace's ſuperior and exalted Underſtanding, 
and pav'd the Way eaſy for him, and thoſe 
of like Qualit 7 and Gifts, to go to Heaven 
by a Death-bed Re pentancæ; and though 
Wet Whole Life, 2 a great Age, had been 
a continued Series of Levdneſs and Debau- 
chery, yet at the laſt they might repent 
with ſuch a Grace, and in ſo Pblite a man- 
3 wou'd in probability atone for all 
— Miſcarriages, which a poor and vulgar 
apacity was not capable of. This Doc- 
trine makes the reverſe of our Saviour's, 
for then ?tis eaſy for the Rich, who have 
good Education; and hard for the Poor, 
who have none, to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven: No, the /ighing. of a — 


Heart is more eloquent with God, than all 

the fine: ue Man's Learging can in. 

vent. | 

But to return to the Paſſage out of this 
Jate Sermon (excepting. pve 1 ne e. 
or Word of the reſt.) | 


+ 
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ked Men, eſpecially great ones, endanger 
the Church; and I ſay the State too, though 
afterwards he ſeems to deny it. But he ſays, 


Wicked Men, of good Abilities, will always 


be employ'd in all Governments, I fear *twill 


be found too ſad a Truth what my Lord ſays, 
that wicked Men of good Abilities will al- 


ways be employ'd in all Governments; 
and he might have ſaid, have been always 
employ*d, for otherwiſe, how cou'd come 
all the Calamities that have fallen upon 
Mankind in all Ages? but from the Wic- 
kedneſs of the Men in Power. The Devil, 
our capital Enemy, the Deſtroyer of Men, 


makes uſe of no Fools for his principal In- 


ſtruments. The Apoſtle ſays,” from whence 
comes Wars and Fightings, &c. but from 
your Luſts or Vices. Sacred Writ ſhows 
us many Inſtances of, a wicked King, a wic- 
ked People; a good King, a good People; 
and our own Experience tells Us, an un- 
godly Court, an ungodly. City: And the 
Contagion ſeldom fails to ſpread as far as 
the Country; à drunken Parſon, a drun- 
ken Pariſh. This is only to ſhow what is 
the natural Conſequences, or can be expect. 


ed from the Examples of thoſe in Power; 


and that God has no where promiſed Pro- 


| ſperity, Bleſſings, or that any Good ſhall 


come from the Adminiſtration of ſuch Mi- 
4 fd b niſters, 
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nifters... Our Bleſſed Saviour ſays to his A · 


poſtles, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, 
Works, may glori- 
your Father which it in Heaven. Mini- 


ſters of State ſtand in the higheſt Places, 


and ſtrongeſt Lights, and 'tis of no ſmall 
Conſequence in what Colours they appear, 
Our Princes, Kings, and Queens, have fre. 
quently iſſued out Proclamations againſt 
Vice, Immorality and Prophaneneſs, take 
Notice of it in Speeches to their Parlia- 
ments; and many times declare, that onl 
Virtuous and Religious Perſons ſhall be be 
intitul'd to their Favours. T hope all Peo- 
ple think they were in earneſt, ' - 


My Lord further ſays, The Saints did ne. 


ver yet govern the Earth, nor ever will. 
Whether the Saints have, we muſt -exa- 
mine; but when they ſhall have any ſhare 
in governing the Earth, I cannot tell; 


there's not much Proſpect of it now, the 


more's the pity ; but if the Saints are not 
the Governors of the World, they ſhall be 
the Judges of it; yet in old, if not in later 
Times, Saints did govern part of the Earth, 
St. Abraham, St. Job, St. David, St. Heze- 


"Hah, St. Fofiah; and many more in later A- 


ges, Conſtantine the Great, and other good 


— Chriſtian Emperors; in our Nation, King 


Edward, Queen Elizabeth, and many more 


pious Princes, who had alſo religious Mini- 
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© Abilities, and Qualities, as are proper for 
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ſters, who we are Saints in Heaven. 


Beſides, his Lordſhip, and the reſt of the 


good Biſhops, who have much better TI. 
tle to be Saints, than many that have been 
Canoniz'd, are part of our Government, 


or Governors, us they are Peers of the 


Realm. | ; os 4 ora 
But to proceed, his Lordſhip ſays, ſpeak- 


ing of Miniſters of State. They are the 
* Men of Judgment, Languages, 


Dexteri- 
ty and Skill, that know the World A- 
Abroad, and all its Intereſts, and that 
* throughly underſtand Mankind, that e- 
ver were employ'd, and ever muſt be u- 
* ſed by States and Princes, whether they 
be Virtuous or Religious, or no; that 
“ js their own Concern, and they muft 
« look to it. Princes and States, if they 
„will be ſecure, muſt have regard to fuch 


their Service; and would, no queſtion of 
it, be very glad to have themalſoVirtuous 
* and Religious; but they muſt often he 
content without the latter, if they find 
the former. In Countries, where the 


* Clergy themſelves are Miniſters of State, 


and execute all the great Offices of the 
Country, why even there, there is little 
* or no Regard had in the chooſing — 
© to their ſuperior Learning, Virtue, and 
Religion, Auſtere Behaviour, and a 275 
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4 Life, but to other Qualities, .menti. 
E: on'd before, even ſac 5 and the ſame ag 
“ recommend Lay-mea.to States and Prin- 
« ces for their Miniſters: Andithey do not 
4 think the Church is any ways endanger d 
« hy vicious Miniſters, if they be other wiſe 
« qualify'd, by Faithful neſs, by Diligence, 
<: and Application to their proper Buſineſ- 
& ſes. I do not mean hereby to yield fo far 


to the reigning Calumny, as to ſuppoſe 


„ beyond what has been! before, for I am 


„ from the Wickedneſs of many who pro- 


in no Danger by that. 


tional Church is, and always was in 


the Church is any ways endangered 
4 by vicious Miniſters, if they be other- 


| 

| 
te the preſent Miniſtry to be a Vicious one, | 
« a5 ſure of the contrary, as one can be of 
« any ſuch Matter. But I wou'd ſay, that If 
« ſuppoſing it were ſo, yet. is the Church I , 
My Lord was pleas d to allow, a lirtl 
before this Paragraph, that every Na. 


Danger from wicked Men of no Religion, 


« feſs the true Religion, and from, all 
e the evil Paſſions, Corruptions, and bad 
Principles of the Men that compoſe the 
« Body of it. And yet afterwards his 
< Lordſbip ſays, That Princes do not think 


« wiſe qualified, by Faithfulnèſs, by Dili 1 


« gence, and Application to their proper I vi, 


HBuſineſſes.“ Faithfulneſs, I | humbly I nes 
17 | „ C 
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conceive, - might have —.— left out, Wil 

Faithfulneſs, in a ſtriet Senſe, or good Cauſe, 
is a great part of Religion, which is rarely, 

or never th in a Vicious Perſon,” Dili i 
ence, an * plication to the heiglit of Per- 
Aion, may be found in the Devil and his 
Miniſters, not oftefi to be had in a debaucht 
Wu — — ſinful Pleaſures, 
enerall ſo much of his time, tfiat 
ein much to Buſineſs c 
they are ge eral 'the unfitteſt / Perus to 

be on Buſineſt whatever, 

eſpecially'{Matters/!of! moment; unk tho? 
they do hot do the Devil ſo univerſab a Ber- 
vice ab rhe&Atheift;! who! worditootmp the 
very Fondation " 6P al}:Religion,-yer-*tis: 
impofflble they can do God, His Chnñurctrand 
People any good; they chiefſy take cr fune 
thingz*thatiis to go to Hen them ſelves, und 
are bau Precedents'for others to flow their 
pernĩcidus Examples: but the Atheiſt word 
perſwade the Whole _— to —— 0 
him to Ferdition. The H | 
moſt 'tolerible! of the Load arent for in ende 
vouring:t6 cheat God, he cheats himſeif, 
and ſo generally gbes to the Devilialons, 
without carrying öthers with him. 
31. muſt confeſs, i in Artsand Scienow\ och 
as Muſick, Painting, ArchiteQure, Car 
ving, Ce. Reli ion is not ſo abſolutelx 
N to quali V Men, if you * 
the 
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well as ſpiritual: We are not encitul'd to 


if they had none, which is much at one, is 


both in Public and Private for-Profperity 
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the Bleſſing that attends religious Mea in 
all their Undertakings ; but Minifters' of 
State, who have the Care and Protection 


the Government committed to them, to ex- 
Safety, or any Good from them, if 
are Perſons of no Religion, or live 18 


paſt my Comprehenſion. Religion has the 
Promiſe of this Life as well as the neut, or 


and Succeſs in our temporal Concerns 48 


till we ask it of that God which the Atheiſt 


or Lrreiigious Mandenies. Nio doubt ofit, 
I may be laugh d at for the weakneſs of my 
| Parts, and Reaſoning, howeverß I cannot 


over; male me 


is this — 4 my fr 
ſhall not envy the Ma: 


at Religious, and I 


of the brighteſt Qualifications without it. 


| fart from Evil u Underſtanding. 
N h T1795 S190 


A better, and wiſer Man than we ha ve no 
upon Earth, after he had ranſack'd all the 
Store-Houſes, and Treaſures of Nature for 
Wiſdom, at laſt concluded, Behold the fear 
of the LORD, that i Wiſdom, and d d. 
But tor. 

lam very much pualed, rightly, to kne 

hat tis moſt that 2 pd” 


and his Kingdom and Church, I think, is 


may 


themſelves any I 


. 
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and When it totters or ſhakes, which is in 


moſt danger, the Souls or Bodies of Men? 


ral Advantages of this Life, and what purely 
leads to the Happineſs hereafter. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour ſays his Kingdom is not of this World, 


much the ſame ; then if it is of the Happi- 
neſs hereafter, as undoubtedly he means, 
then nothing hurts the Chureh but what 
hurts the Soul of Man, which m ſure wice 
ked Men can be no good Guardians of. If it 
be the temporal Advantages here, viz. Pow - 
er and Riches, Ldo not know but wicked 
Men may be thought, by ſome, as proper to 
ſecure: that, as good Men, but in that they 
chance to be miſtaken. My Lord 18 
pleas'd to ſay, That Miniſters of State 
muſt be Men of Judgment, Languages, 
* Dexterity and Skill, that know the Warld 
6 Abroad, | and all its Intereſts, and that 


1 1 


« througbly underſtand Mankind, that e- 
ver Were emplay d, and ever muſt be u- a 
+ ſed hy States, and Frinces, whether the7ß/ 


be Virtuous or Religious, or no, that is 
« their on Concern, and they muſt loo 
to it. But with humble Submiſſion, 1 


believe Princes ought to look to it, if they 


believe a God and Religion, for they can- 
not tea ſonably, or ought not to promiſe to 
ſing and Succeſy * 
| the 
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the Devil's Servants to carry on the Cay 


the Negotiations or Adminiſtration of Wie- 


ked Men: God ſeldom makes uſe oß the 
Devils Tools to do his Work; or at dea 
we ought not to preſume upon emplayi 


God either in Church or State. Bur what 
I chiefly contend for is, that Virtue and Re- 
ligion ought to be the firſt and greateſt Qua- 


 lification to be look'd out in a Perſon de- 
ſign'd for a Miniſter of State, or indeed a- 


and Fellow Subjects; there's no unla vful 


ny other publick Employment; where this 
is found, there you 2 * is Faith- 
fulneſs, Diligence, and Application to diſ- 
charge their Truſt with a clear Conſcience, 
void of Offence towards God, their Printe, 


Ambition, Avarice, Corruption, By ends, 


dhe Familiars that perpetually attend und 


ſame. Honeſty, we ſay, is the beſt Polt 


Rand them as well as Wicked Menu; I. 


haunt wicked Men. As to the other Quali- 
fications, *tis ſtrange that no religious Men 
can be found that are of * Judgment; that 
“ underſtand Languages, Dexterity and 
« Skill, that know the World Abroad, and 
« all its Intereſts, and that thoroughly un- 


4 derſtand Mankind.” As to Languages no 
doubt, there are religious Men Who under. 


ment, Dexterity and Skill, are much t 


cy. Now Honeſty, is à part of Religion. 
What this Right Reverend Prelateiilays, 
x "OI 
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Dexterity and Skill, without regard to any 


is 4 
$ 4 | 


as to the Choice of Miniſters beyond Sea, 
even Clergymen, if they have Languages, 


other Qualifications, I hope is no Example 


for Us; We are not fond to Copy after 
any Roman Catholick Patterns 'of Policy, 
either in Religion or State. What I ſhall 
labour to ſhow is, that Religion is not only 
the chief Qualification in Miniſters,” or Go- 


vernours, both of Church and State, but 


without that Qualification all the reſt will 


not anſwer the true Ends of the Happineſs 


of Men here and hereafter, the only End 
that God deſign'd in all Government; and 


that on the Council and Endeavours of Ver- 


tuous and Religious Miniſters, Succeſs and 
Bleſſings attend; to prove this by Fact, 
is the beſt way of Proof, my little 
Reading and Memory will furniſh but ver 

few, but without queſtion there are many 


more. Was there ever any Prince had an 


abler and better Miniſter of State than Sir 
Francis Walfngham in Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, and he was a very Religious and 
Pious Man? Was ve ever bleſt irh a bet - 


ter Judge than the Lord Chief Juſtice Hales, 


and he was a Holy\Man and great Divine 

Our preſent two Lord Chief Juſtices are Ne- 
ligious Perſons, and Divines: The Great 
Duke of MARL BORO VGH, to his ut- 


moſt (in the Vice _ Corruption, of a nu- 


merous 
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merous Army) kept up the Spirit of Reli. 
gion by the many Days he appointed for Hu- 
miliation and Thankſgiving by his own ex- 


cellent Example of Sobriety, Temperance 


and Command of his Paſſions. *Tis draw. 
ing a bad Picture of the Age, that there can 
hardly now be found out a Man of Reli. 
gion that is qualified for a great Poſt : The 


Uncharitable and Cenſorious give out ſo, 


but I believe *tis far from my Lord's 


Thoughts, becauſe the contrary is Fact; 


for if I have, among others, the true Cha- 


racter of ſome very Honourable Perſons, 
in particular, who now fill the greateſt 
Poſts in the Kingdom, they are Perfons of 
Vertue and Religion; but ſometimes it 
may chance, that in the brighteſt Diſcour- 


ſes there may happen an unguarded Expref- 
fion, which may want an Explanation. 


*Tis not the Pride, or itch of Cavilling that 
tempts, or prompts me to find fault with this, 
or any Work of ſo Excellent a Man, whom 
I ever did, and do greatly venerate. But 
my Lord, in his Goodneſs, will pardon me, 


Vhen 'tis only my ſincere Zeal for Religion 


that makes me preſume to take this Free- 


dom, which if I am in an Error, I believe 


my Lord himſelf will think it is on the right 


In China State Employments are con- 
ferr'd on none but ſuch as are capable of 
; Ko | them, 


ſo much out- do Chriſtians in Points of Ho- 
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them, andendued with rare and excellent 


Qualities. '* That no Man be eſteemed Noble, 


; he be not Vertuous : That the Children of 


great Perſonages cannot be admitted'to the 


 Employs of their Fathers, nor entitle them- 


ſelves to their Glory, Honour and Reputa- In China 
7 if they d equal or ſurpaſs them in % fi 
tion, if they do not equal or urpaſs them in Nolfi 
Vertue, Fixing thus Nobility to the Perſon, io the 


and not to the Blood. No Man inherits Meri: of 
the Perſon, 


Place, Eſtate, or Nobility in Turkey, but ang net 10 
all muſt rife by dint of Merit; and theſe % Blood. 


Peoples Words are generally kept more ſa- T5 
who than our Oaths. It is enough to raiſe an — 


| 5 | . tinn Way to 
honeſt Man's Spleen, or utmoſt Indignation, as Se 


to think that Heathens and Infidels ſhou'd 37 Aer it 


nour, or rather Vertue: Certainly their 


| falſe Religions teach not better Leſſons, 


or ſo good as our true one. Theſe are ſuch 


melancholy Parallels, or Reflections, that 


I muſt go no further with them, but proceed 


to ſome more Inſtances of the Policy and 


Force of Religion in all Civil and Military 
Affairs; neither can I conceive how, or 
what need there is to ſeparate either our 


Temporal or Spiritual Concerns from Re- 


ligion. The Divine Wiſdom that ſends Us to 
Heaven, is the beſt Policy on Earth; eſpe- 
cially in a Country where the true Religion 
is Eſtabliſh'd as well as profeſt. In Mili- 
tary Affairs We fee the Force of it in our 

e NM 2 a 
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ſincere in their Hearts, yet t 
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late Civil Wars between King and Parlia- 


ment. The Round-heads, if t ey were not 

ey \reap'd. 
mighty Advantages over the King's Forces, 
by on up the very out- ſide of it; for 


at firſt they Were beaten, till they took up 


the Spiritual Weapons of Religion and So- 
Briety to aſſiſt their Carnal Weapons; and 
whatever their Leaders were in their Hearts, 


moſt of their Followers were certainly ſin- 
cere, and very zealous, for they believ'd 


their Cauſe was of God and Religion, and 


confirm'd themſelves in it, by the Immora- 
lity of the King's Party and Army, conclu- 


ding they who were moſt Religions muſt 


- conſequently have God on their ſide; and the 


Event all along ſeem'd to prove it. And I 
am afraid that even the Rebels of thoſe 
Times will riſe up in Judgment againſt the 


Saints of this Age. 


As the Uſurper CromwePs Army was 


compos'd of Religious Officers and Soldi- 
ers, ſo was his Council: No openly Wicked 


Man cou'd be employ'd under him; open, 


ſcandalous, and flagrant Sins were ſeverely 


puniſh'd, particularly Bla ſphemy, a Wic- 
kedneſs that now Reigns with Impunity, 


and without Controul, of which the Roman 


Catholicks juſtly upbraid Us; for they lay 


that tho? We have ſevere Laws, and punill 


Words againſt our Prince, there's very few, 


or 
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or none * to Account for ſpeaking Trea - 


ſon againſt the Great 257 of Heaven 
and Earth, which no Greatnefs Quality, 


or Friends, can excuſe or ſave from Puni 
ment amongſt them; and this is the chief 


Reaſon they give for ſetting up Courts of I. 


Zufſit ion. 
Tis ſaid that king Charles the ſccond 


asked Tharloe, Oliver Cromwell's Secretary, 
who lived after the Reſtoration, how 'cou d 
 Cromwel' and his Adherents, which were 


hardly a'ihundredth Part of the Nation, 
keep him out ſo long? Which he thus an- 
ſwer'd, That they employ'd no one, eſpe- 
eially in a Place of Truſt, but what was a 
religious and ſober Man, at leaſt of their 
Religion, and ſuch Men they courted to 
ſerve them, by which they were ſure to be 
faithfully-ſerv'd. They did not give theſe 


5 ) they having no manner 
ſuch ſort of Applications, 


Man from Preferment, than ever proctte 
him a Place; and that they had ſuch a Re- 
gardfore Zeal for their Cauſe, which was 
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Men che Trouble to Toll icite for Places, 
_ _—_ 


on — hein was rather to hinder a 


et under the Mask of Religion, 


M 3 | Em- 


however, tit had the outward Signs of it, 
ſuch as a ſober and vertuous Life, that 
they did not much ſtudy any other Parts 

u rochmment] a Perſon to them for great 
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Employments. Thus the Fleet was com- 
manded by  Horſe-Oficers, and the Navy 
manag'd by Perſons that had ferv'd no 
Apprenticeſhip. there, and had not early 
learn'd the Art of cheating. There was 
no bugbear Objections againſt a Man's 
Want of Abilities and Experience, if he 
had theſe more valuable ones, of a Publick 
Spirit, and a Zeal for his Country. By 
Which Management in their ſhort Admini- 
ſtration, they ſtruck a great Terror in the 
World, and made all Nations within their 
Reach ſubmit to them. ite lin 102 ? 
I a Religious Zeal for a bad Cauſe, an 
Uſurpation: If at worſt an outſidetaf Re- 
ligion could be of ſuch Force, and dike a 
Torrent bear down all before it, hat cou'd. 
not ſthe Power of true Religion in ta legal 
Government do. Say what we pleaſe, tis 
the greateſt Wiſdom, and that i the cbeſt 
Policy in all Governments, and th olitick 

art of Religion was the Motide that in- 
duod me to preſume to ſhow :my Miſſent 
fromomy Lord's Opinion, but farothe Di. 
vinity part of it; ve all agree. l 
- ſhall now god little farther, and make 
ſome few Obſervations on Publickh Writers, 


that have recommended Religion and Ver- 


tue to us; I do not mean Divine hade 
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reat Reverence for the Sacre 
if Lhave offended in what I have already”. 
ſaid, I humbly beg Pardon. ä 
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Aſhali publiſh no Books of the Right f 


the M briſtius Church, of Free- Thinking, nor 
Letters to the Pope to make all Proteſtant 
Prieſts, in ſome Degree, and in the Caſe 
of Infallibility greater Cheats than the 
Popiſh Frieſts, mueh good may it do them, 
with their Wit this Way. Tis an Order 
eſſential to the true Religion as well as a 
falſe. Down with the Order, or bring it 


nto the utmoſt Contempt, which is much 


at One, and then every Man may ſet up 
what Religion pleaſes him beſt, or think a- 


the Inſtitution, no more than the Abuſe 
of Religion, is a Reaſon that we are to 

ha ve nõ Religion at all. Notwithſtanding 
what falſe colouring witty Men may put 
upon it, the Deſign to an or dinary | Capa- 
city; is plainly levell'd to difcredit Reli- 
gion, and this Uſe.the prophane and cor- 
rupt Part of Mankind make of it, and 


give great Scandal to the Religious Part. 


As much as we defpiſe a Prieſt or Miniſter 
of : the Goſpel in our Health, and gay part 
of our Liſe; ve cry out for his Help, when 


our Mind is diſtemper'd, under the Pangs 


way all Religion. The Cheats of ſome 
Prieftsgor falſe ones, is no Argument againſt 


of à guilty Conſcience, under the Agonies 


of a wicked miſ- ſpent Life on a ſick Bed; 


Oh then the Phyſician of the Soul is thought 


neceſſary, but they are not often call'd for, 
1 M4 nt 
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but hen we are in a manner paſt Hopes 
and Cure. I am not fond of a Caſe hard: 
en'd. Conſcience, which will rarely ſtand 
Proof on a dying Bed, and never in tlie 
Day of Judgment. ?*Tis worth he while 
of the longeſt Liver here to ſecure ſome 
Cordials of Comfort in our laſt Moments; 


on the other Side, all the ſenſual Pleaſures K 
that we ſtrive to gratifie our unſatiable Luſts 


with, cannot in the leaſt compenſate ſor the 


Terrors and Tarments of a Ceipaining and 


dying Sinner. hier aa n . 48187 


** of. FPis abominable to ſee ne Li- 


27. 


3 berty that is taken, not in our innoceiit 


nous N ick- names. Such Prophaneneſa, 


ther Countreys of the World, Chi ian 
or Heathen; deſpiſe and ſcandalize the 
Artiſts, and the Arts or Science will have 
little Credit, 1 


but rather wicked Diverſions, at the Theas 


tres, With ſuch a daring Impudence to a 


buſe ſo. conſiderable an Order af Men ab 
the Clergy, no inconſiderable a Part ofour 


Conſtitut ion, by frequently expoſing the 
Character upon an open Stage, to make 
Sport for Buffoors and Rates, having 
ſtanding Rule amongſt the Scum and Not- 
ten Part of the Creation, never to bring a 
Parſon to act any other Part than that uf 
2 Fool, Drunkard, or Knave, with vik-- 


Folly, and Audaciouſneſs, was Crap ſuf · 
fer'd, or ſo much as heard of, in am o. 
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a good Conſcience void of Offence towards 


be evaded, 
Subjects as well as good Chriſtians, ſo lonę 
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1:am not ſetting up as a Defender of 
the Clergy, in Order to court their Fa. 
vour, as ſome may inſinuate, they are Gen- 


tlemen of Learning and Parts, and ſtand 


in little need of me for an Advocate, nei- 


ther am Ta Bigot. I muſt keep to my Text; 


and anſwer, as well I can, the Title of 
Book {a Public — yr "which T affirm) 
cannot be ſepara , or ſubſiſt with - 
out — A Man of no o Religion will 
do good to no Body but himſelf, or onty to 
them which ſuit beft with his Intereſt. 
Nothing [teaches that excellent Grace or 
Vertue of Charity but Religion, and what 
is of ſo extenſive a Good to Mankind: as 
Charity. As long as there are ſome Paſſa- 
ges in the Scripture, | which need Expound- 
ing to a vulgar Capacity, and Ordinances 
a —— the Chriſtian Religion, which 
_ on —_— = perform'd by the Order of 


they are of abſolute Neceſ- 


2 nfinite — Mankind, not 
1 our future Happineſs, but wellgo- 

erning the World- If convincing Men 
of the Certainty of Rewards and Funiſnj- 


ments hereafter, the Neceflity of keeping 


— nd Man, be ſtronger Ties than all 
human La vs, which by cunning Men may 
be needful to make Men gooc 


they 
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they are neceſſary, notwichſtanding:all the 
Miſchiefs evil | Prieſts do, for which they 
are accountable not only to God but to 
Men. I do not deſign to compliment all 
ſorts of Prieſts, and ſo jumble good and 
bad together, but why ſhould the Order 
be-inſulted or abus'd; th the Miſcarriages 
of ſome? We do not ſo treat Profeſſors of 
' other Sciences, \tho% every one of them has 
their Quacks and Mountebanks. Prieſts 
have their human Frailties as well as the 
Laity, tho' not ſo common, and if we are 
ſcandalized at the looſe Behaviour of one 
Prieſt, God be thanked, We need not travel 
farto find dut a better; many of themarefur- 
niſh d with Variety of good Qualities, Pi- 
ous Lives, profound- Learning, Wit, good 
Engiiſimen, and as great Lovers of their 


Country, as ther bereift Lay-man. of us 


| alk: OPS * 4b eric 4; 745 2410 
Obſeroati- But to return to ſuch Lay-Men as have 
— 4 moſt excellently painted Religion and Ver- 
—— tue in the moſt beautiful Colours, and Vice 
zhat have in its tnue Deformities, but have only 
Jeon ctisd the latter, and ag the former in 
Religion all the Act ions and Conduct of their Lives. 
and /er- Methinks I ſee theſe Men after they have 
publiſh'd ſome admirable Work to perſwade 
the World to tread in theſe Paths of Peace 
and Happineſs, amongſt their drunken, de- 
bauch'd, Atheiſtical Comrades, laugh 5 
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all they have dbhe tolſee how much Mo- 
ney they have got i by endtavouring to 
make others believe that,' ta Which they 
give no Credit "themſelves! i: This would 
not paſs in ſo bad Times as Oliver Crayrteollis 
Living vertuouſly' was what he requird' 
more than fine writing or- prating of it. 
I muſtconfeſs: that denying Religion in our 
Lives and defying} or writing” againſt it 
t00,-i8 a horrible Aggra vation; but who 
dares do that, not the very Devib himſelf, for 
he could hardly deceive any one that way, 
becauſe in the worſtof Men there is fomuck 
of the Divine Ray; or a ſecret: Impulſe lefty 
that they cannot help giving an A pro roba- 
tion to Religion and Vertue, or at leaſt toi 


confeſs ſo notorious a Truth, as that tis beſt 


calculated and moſt agreeable for the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind here; therefore we de 
not much thank thoſe: Men who barely re- 
commend' Religion and Vertue by their 
Writings, and deny it in their Actions, 

Example, — — of greaten 

Uſe and more prevalent than Precept; hut 
am of. Opinion that theſe ſine Orators for 
Vertus and Piety, that give the Lye by. 
their Actions tol all they ſay in their Wok 
are the greateſt Enemies, of all others, ti 
Religion. How nauſeous it is to ſee thoſs 
bright Authors labour to convinoe us of the 
FI * Juſtics, Integrity; Tempe- 


rance, 
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rance, Chaſtity, and all other moral Ver. 
tues, as moſt beneficial for our Happineſs 
here, and well-being hereaſter, and never 

ay their own Debts, notwithſtanding t 
have great Incomes, ruin Families, have 
no Regard to their Word or Honour, over: 
reach every one they can, live a luxurious, 
debauch'd' and leu EP 2 _ Mo. 

. ney upon Strumpets, Treats and Gluttony, 

| | —— to their Creditors, helter 

| themſelves under Protect ions from TG 

Bl and all this while rendring thoſe: Fools:and 

Villains who make the ſame Vices their 

Practiſe. This brings the greateſt Diſere- | 
dit poſſible upon Honeſty and Vertue: for 
if a Parſon that is drunk all the Week with 
his Pariſhioners, preaches never fo much 
for Sobriety on a Sunday, he creates only 
great deal — Laughter and Ridicule, and 
makes no Converts; his Doctrine "ſhall 
make few or no Saints, gut infallibly Har. 
den Sinners, and propagate Vice, by his 
ſcandalous Way of living Such Authors 
are wonderful Promoters of Atheiſm; or 
when their: Lives are as conſpicuous as cheir 

2 . «the ſtaggering Sinner - opt: 

8 „Will caſily form theſe Argument 

it (eſpecially haviag the Weightoo! 

' his own Corruptions to throw in the . 

If a Manof this ſublime Senſe and Gchit 
N 6 wood nor: 
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of thoſe: Rules he preſeribes to us, tis im- 
ſſible he can believe, What he wo'd 
RE us believe: Why: ſhould we think 
otherwiſe than he, whos ſo much ſuperi- 
or to us in Wiſdom, Learning and Parts: 
His Conduct is not a bit of a Piece with 
his Profeſſions, therefore We think it the 
moſt rational Way to be guided by his Pra- 
ctiſe, Which is ſo much more agreeable 
to our Inclinations than to mind his fine 
worded Harangues, which no doubt he 


made more for his own Profit and Advan- 


tage, than for ours, as likely to get him a 
Reputation he has no juſt Title to, and 

There can be no Communication between 
Chriſt and Belial, we cannot ſerve God 
and Mammon. Notwithſtanding theſe fine 
Writers would fain keep a fair Correſpon- 
dence with both, wou'd willingly deceive the 


World, and ſometimes: put on the Dreſs of 


an Angel of Ligbt, yet for all that they 


cannot hide their cloven Foot, becauſe the 


ha ve ſuch a Love and hankering after thoſe 
favourite Vices, which in their Writings 
they declaim againſt, that to pleaſe them- 


ſelves and their leud Companions, | they 


will fink from Heaven to Hell, fall from the 
Stars upon a Dung bill or into a Fakes, from 


a Paper writ one Day upon the moſt Hea- 


venly and exalted Subject, to a Panggyrick 
| i N ; _ ras 
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the next on a vile Player, filly'Buſfoon, 4. 
theiſt, finiſht Rake, or profligate Rope, 


Wit and Eloquence can dictate, or invent; 
ſo that if they have a Divine Pen, the 


have a polluted, groveling, and dirty-Soul, 
a rottenneſs at Heart; and a down-right, 
plain honeſt Man of a common Capacity, 
is as much above them in the ſight and 
eſteem of God and all good Men,' as they 
wou'd be thought ſuperior to him in Learn- 
ing, Oratory, and Poetry, They frequent- 
ly betray themſelves into a falſe, or dep 

nerate ſort of Wit, by pittifully condeſcend- 
ing to treat of trifling, whiffling Subjects 
not worth mentioning, and fit - only to 


make Prophane Debauchees, Fops, Beans, 


Cocquets, Prudes, and ſuch like Animals or 


rather Inſects, Grin, and Laugh. Thus 
they often Sacrifice, or Proſtitute thoſe ad- 
mirable Talents given them by God for 


the good of Mankind, to the Service of the 
Devil, and to the moſt vile and unworthy 
Sassen „ +151 0900 

I foreſee that àmongſt many others, one 


fault may be found with this Book, that 


in Matters of ſuch Importance which are 
here treated of, there are told a great ma- 


ny little trifling Stories, which depreci. 


ate the Subject. I can only anſwer; that 


if there is any Weight, or Credit, in the 


reſt, 
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reſt; they:may eaſily be left out; ho 8 


if they were, then there wou'd ariſe ano- 
ther Object ion (for *tis very hard: to pleaſe 
every one) that here is abundance of aſ- 
ſerting, but nothing prov'd, and to gratifie 
theſe laſt Gentlemen without (as I think) 


hurting the Book, I have annex'd theſe 


few Facts, as Patterns, by which you 


may. the better judge of whole Pieces. 


Another Objection may be, that my Book is 
like a Cart Wheel, that throws Dirt all 
round it; but how cou'd I anſwer my Ti- 
tle of a Publick Spirit, if I look?d only one 
way. The Stock-Jobber likes, and ap- 
proves very well of what I have writ a- 
ga inſt the Lawyers; the Lawyer ſays the 


ſame of the Stock-Jobbers, and ſo of the 


reſt ; but Tfay all theſe Gentlemen are equal- 
ly in my Favour; Iam a Bigot in nothing, 
I hate not- one Knave more than another, 
neither have I any Bias, becauſe of their 
Difference in Religion or Profeſſion; ſhake 
them all in a Bag, and *tis not a Farthing 


Matter who comes out firſt: I love that 


ſort. of Greatneſs of Soul, which is daring 


to be honeſt without reſerve. I own, 1 
have acted but in low Scenes of Life, and 


thoſe Things that occurr'd to my own 
Knowledge I ſpeak of; but inſtead of ag- 


gra vating Crimes, I ſincerely proteft to 
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the Reader, that the two principal Actors 
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in this Treatiſe, vis. the Stock · Jobber 


and Lawyer, have both of them aſſur'd me, 
or rather frankly confeſt, after they heard 
what I have writ againſt them: That as I 
was not Lett into all their Secrets, ſo I 
was but little qualified to write a Hiſtory 
of their Rogueries, which was far. beyond 
my Knowledge, or Capacity, and re- 
quir'd large Volumns upon each Head. 
Perhaps all the Things contain'd in this 


Pamphlet may not be fit to be Publiſh'd, 


ments; yet if there is one Page in it, which 
may be of Service to my Prince and Coun- 


for ſome bold Truths are not convenient to 


be told at all Times, or any Time, ef 
cially in theſe later Ages of the World; 
but that, I humbly ſubmit to better Judg- 


try, *tis worth the Pains I have taken to 
write this Book. Tis a ſtrange Merce- 
nary way of Writing, fit for a timerous 
narrow Soul, or rather for a Sicophant, 
to employ all his Talent to Court the Par- 
ty uppermoſt, and ſcribble himſelf into a 


Place; with theſe Writers all are Saints 


that are in Power, and all Devils that are 


out: Let the Knave who is generally an 
Enemy to that which is call'd Good, not- 
withſtanding his Pretences to the contrary, 


be told of his Faults without fear of his 


_ Power, or Greatneſs. I have taken this 
Courſe, for the principal Perſons I point 
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at (if they ate not now, and 1 hope they 
are not) have been in great Poſts ; and f 
affirm, 'tis not with àny felfiſh ends I 
have done this, which I conceive every one 
will eaſily grant that reads this Treatiſe, 
it being in all likelihood ſo far from brings 
ing a Reward to the Author, that tis more 
than probable, *rwill make him a Mark of 
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Vengeance to all the Villains in the King- 


dom, who are no inconſiderable Party for 


Number and Power; and I muſt expect that 
they wil} raiſe all their Batteries againſt 
this Book, 


and pelt it with pretended An- 
ſwers: Pros Sons of Dafknefz cannot 
bear the Light; they hate all Advocates 
for the wrong'd and oppreſs'd, which des 
ſtroy their Frade. However, I would have 
theſe Gentlemen know, thatT do not write 
through any private 4 ob or Reſentment; 
but in pure Zeal to my Country, and relate 
nothing but what Tam throughly perſwaded 


are Facts; and if People Will not helieve 
me, I cannot help it, tho I have given nd 


Occafion in any Action of my Life, that T 
knoy of, for Men to think that I will ever 
play the Hy gr {nm 2] 


teſtant of the Church of England, a fincere 


Lover of King GEORGE becauſe he is a 


Proteflant;and our Sccond DELivEg ER, ant 
neither know, or own any other Ning 


vez 


As to Parties; I'thank God, I am a Pro⸗ 


. . em man — 
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have, and ever had a great Zeal for my 


Country, and the PROTESTANT. SUCGEss1- 
ON in particular, as inſeparable; with its 


Happineſs, and Charity for all honeſt Men 


of what Perſwaſion ſoever ; and let other 


People think as they pleaſe, I believe no 


Party, or Name, ſanctifies a Knave; and 
he that cheats, or ill ſerves his Prince, or 
Country, which is all one, I take to be the 
worſt of Men; for if all who ſerve the Go- 


vernment were of the wicked Principles be- 


fore ſpoken of, the Nation muſt be infalli- 
bly ruin'd: *Tis bad enough now, but ſtis 
not quite ſo bad, but there are ind als ma- 
ny good and valuable Men in Exgland; 

what is moſt of all for our Comfort is, that 
We have an Excellent Prizce given Us by 


but 


God, whoſe Providence in placing him here, 


and the defeating all the Deſigns of His, 
and Our Enemies, has been ſo.conſpicuous, 
that a Man muſt renounce common Senſe, 


and Reaſon, or at leaſt Religion, or that 


there is ſuch a Thing as a Providence that 


governs the World, who denies it. Toge- 


ther with this great Bleſſing of our King, 


and the Advantages that God and Nature 


has given Us, by the Scituation and Pro- 
ductions of our noble Iſland, let Us ſhow 
Our Thankfulneſs to the Giver of all good 


Gifts, for giving Us the Beſt, by making a 


right Uſe of them; and every Subject of 
i King 


\ 
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King GEORGE contribute what he can 
to enable his Majeſty, who is well enclia'd 
in his own Excellent Nature, to make all 


his People Happy, which can be done by 
no Ways but by God's; that is, by doing 
Juſtice, encouraging Religion, Vertue, and 
Merit, and particularly Publick Spirited 
Men, which generally includes all the o- 
ther Qualifications, making Trade flouriſh, 


which; employs the Poor; for Idleneſs is 


without queſtion a great Cauſe of uneaſi- 
neſs between Subjects and their Princes. 
Then ſee what di/contented Traytor, let him 


be ofgnever ſo great Quality, can find Tools 
to work with, if the meaner Sort of Peo- 


ple were made Happy by honeſt Labour: 


When the Father ſhall ſay to his Children, 


I have lived in many Reigns, but never ſaw 
ſo good Times; our Poor are employ'd, our 
Trade encreaſes, or Navy flouriſhes, which 
is the Glory and Safety of our Country; 
our  Seamen's Groans, which pierc'd Hea- 


ven by reaſon: of their Oppreſſi ons, 5 are 
ceas d; Wealth flows in upon Us; our Na- 


that are given to change. I 
Ik all Ferſons, eſpecially thoſe who have 
Places, or Poſts in the Government, aud 


make this their Rule, or Maxim to walk 
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dom in the World; my Son, Learn to bleſs 
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by, Firſt for the Publick, then for my Self, 
inſtead of preferring, or putting Self before 


1 


7 - 


the Publick,, which is of char tendency, 
that Self employs ſo much of our Care and 
Thoughts, that We have generally very 
little to ſpare for the Publick. Mo "Mich 
look only one Way, and few take caretolodk 
round them: I am confident” that were: our 
narrow Proſpects a little more extthded; 
it wou'd very much mend the Times, and 
reform the Age; but ſome People ate fo 
beſötted, and blinded by Self-Intereftz that 
they do not perceive the fatal Conſequentes 
that may attend the Publick, and at laſt 
themſelyes by this wretchediteſs of Spirit. 
What ſolid Satisfaction is there in this Lile, 
if this is not ſo, to have à moderate Com. 
etency, honeſtly and deſervedly got, ih 
He true Service of ones Coumtrv, Wirk the 
Pleaſure to 'behbld ohr Relations Folie 
Creatures, Fellow Subjects, and Chriftians, 
Happy is well as We, and that We have 
contributed on our part co make chem fo. 
To make our Country lo as if We were 
diſtinguiſh'4Frotn che reſt of Mankind, und 
made the Pecliliar, and Select People bf 
God, Favöurites of Heaven; hut alas 
when ſhall We ſee theſe Times p Undoubt- 
ly with" God's help, tis in gur Power 
'when We ipleaſe, for there is nothing 0b 
ſtrücts thieſe Golden Days hut Want 0 


V 


Publick Spirit: *Tis.a ſtrange Curſe 17 
wy 


f upon a Man, that when he has got Fifty | 
e Thouſand Pound, he wants to make it up 
7 a IR Thouſand, and then is not {a- 
d W tisfied but muſt make that up Two, tho? 
7 tis ten to one, whether he enjoys the 
) Comforts, ot has a Soul to enjoy even th 
R Neceſſaries of Life half ſo much as a Man 
it that has but Five Hundred Pound a Lear: 
q *Tis a curſed Pleaſure (if any Pleaſure at 
d all) to look on great heaps of Gold, that 
o one has no Power to do good with, or 
ar make uſe of, and this Wealth moſtly got 
e by the Ruin of our Neighbours, and our 
ft | Country. 4 „5 ie 
it. The ,Wiſe,Hollanders have not ſo Exorbi- 
ke, tant Rich Men as We, but have more, for 
f- their Wealth is more equally diſtributed. Our 
ih Noble Men and Houſe of Commons, whieh 
he repreſent Millions of People, the pooreſt as 
well as richeſt, are all Gentlemen of Eſtates, 
s, | wall'd in with Plenty and Pleaſures; they 
Ve ſeldom - give themſelves Leiſure, or , the 
ſo, Trouble, to look into the Caſe of the Poor 
re and Unfortunate, or can hardly have any 
ad Ideas of the Miſeries of thoſe, many; Thou- 
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ſhall be Degrees amongſt Men, for ſo Di- 
vine Writ tells us, the Angels are diſtin. 
guiſh'd; but if Gentlemen of Fortunes 
wou'd reflect, that without the help of 
the Poor, or meaner Sort of People, they 


cou'd not be mounted ſo much above the 


common Level. If their Tenants cou'd 
not pay their Rents, what wou'd they be 
th other Men; and if they wou'd 
have Humility, they might conſider, that 
perhaps, now they are of no more Account 
with God than the pooreſt Man, who the 
think ſo infinitely below them in this 
World: There is no Treaſure or Title of 
any Eſteem with God but Charity, Ver- 
tue, and Religion; but if God has given 


them ſo much a larger ſhare of Temporal 
Bleſſings, tis imparted to them by the 
Hands of the Poor, ſo that all the Care ima- 


Fi pinable ought to be taken of theſe neceſſary 


Jen; otherwiſe, inſtead of a Great Mans 
having a Coach and Six Horſes, a ſplendid 


_ Equipage, many Diſhes of Meat daily at 


his Table; He may chance at laſt go a 


Foot, be reduc'd to a Morſel of Bread, 
and in a worſe Condition than the mean- 
eſt Man, by Reaſon one can work, and 
the other not; ſuch is, and have been the 
Viciſſitudes of Humane Affairs, the Un- 
| * and Uncertainty of Temporal 


Men 


Of a Public Spirit. 
Men generally miſtake their true Inte- 
reſt here as well as hereafter; I cannot ſee 
in any Thing they are incompatible, they 
are certainly link d together; a Man may 


enjoy all the true Pleaſures of Life, with- 


out enfringing any Religious Duty; inno- 
cent Pleaſures are the only ſubſtantial 
Ones ; the Man of a little Soul, who pre- 
fers nothing but the Preſent, argues thus, 
1 matter not what becomes of the Nation 

or any Body elſe but my Self, the Nation 


will hold out longer than T ſhall live; 


my Buſineſs is only to conſider my Self, 
and pleaſe all my ſenſual Appetites, for I 
know, nor deſire to know not greater Fe- 
licity. Such Men muſt firſt be wholly a- 
bandon'd to all Religion and Honour, have 
no concern for the Preſent or Poſterity : 
And Secondly, to all Senſe of the greateſt 
and ſublimeſt Pleaſure, doing Good; tis 
an | infallible Argument of a groveling 
Brute, an Enemy to Mankind, and ſhou'd 
accordingly be baniſh'd humane Sociery, - 
The better part of Man, the Soul, one 
wou'd think, ſhou'd not have theſe ſcanty 


Views; this World is too little to fill its 
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Capaciouſneſs, it looks, and covets Things 


beyond this Globe; and Ambition well 


regulated is the nobleſt Paſſion of the | 


Mind, and ſeems to lift Men as much 
above their own Species, as they are a- 
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bove the other Creatures; tis a Divine. 
Godlike Paſſion to endeavour to reſemble 
that N Being, whoſe Image was 
ſtampt upon Us to that end; and how 


can that be, except We imitate him in 


his Univerſa! Beneficence. How truly 
great does that rich Man appear, whoſe. 
conſtant Attendants are numberleſs Bleſ. 
ſings of the poor People, to whom he 
hath been a common Protector and Fa- 
ther; to have the Heavenly Satisfaction 
fa think, that as the Divine Impulſe, or Spi- 
rit has prompted him to ſerve the Publick 
in General, and do good to many Families 
in Particular, ſo the Approbation of that 
bleſſed Spirit by his Conſcience bearing him 
Witneſs, that he has done the Work of God 
(which is every Man's Duty) is a continu- 
al Feaſt ; This is the Peace of God that paſ- 


ſes all Underſtanding, laſts to our Lives 


end, is the beſt Friend on a*Death-bed, 
and follows Us to Eternity. 

| Righteous Job was a very rich Man, the 

reateſt Man in the Eaſt, but let us hear 


In his own Words, his Sentiments and 


Conduct in this Matter. When the Ear 


heard me, then it bleſſed me, when the 


£ Eye ſaw me; it gave Witneſs to me:: 


. Becauſe I delivered the Poor that cried, 


* and the fatherleſs and him that had none 
K to help hp The Bleſſing of him that 
| TE: &« was 


1 Joy: T put on Righteouſneſs and it clo- 
„ thed me, my Judgment was as a Robe 


e and Diadem. I was Eyes to the blind, 
« and Feet was I to the lame. I was a Fa- 


ther to the poor, and the Cauſe which I 
© knew not, I ſearched out. And I brake 


„the Jays of the wicked, and \pluck?d the 


“ Spoil out of his Teeth, Thea I Taid, T 
i ſhall die in my Neſt, and I ſhall multiply 
(6 my Days as the Sand. — If I have with- 
&« held the poor from their -Deſire, or have 


_ &..catifed the Eyes of the Widow to fail: 


« or have eaten my Morſel my ſelf alone, 


« (for from my Youth he was brought wp 
guid 


5 with me as a Father, and J have 
« her from my Mother's Womb.) If I 
& have ſeen any periſh for Want of -clo- 


« .thing, or any poor without a Coveriag; 


e Tf his Loyns have not blefſed me, and if 
“ he were not armed with the Rleece of 
e my Sheep; if I have lift up my Hantl a- 
« gainſt the fatherleſs, when I ſaw my 
& Help in the Gate: Then let mine Arm 
c fall from my Shoulder! blade, and mine 
Arm be broken from the Bone. For 
4 Deſtruction from God was a Terror tag 
me, and by red ſon of his Highneſs L could 
Ednet endure, If T have made, Sold my 
f 1 Hope, 


4 was ready to periſh came upon me, and 
I caus'd the Widows Heart to fing for 


9 


. 
N 


and the fatherleſs hath not eaten thereof: 
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Hope, or ſaid to the fine Gold, thou art 
« my Confidence: If I rejoyced becauſe 


$ | 


« my Wealth was great, and becauſe my 
“ Hand had gotten much. The Stran- 
« ger did not lodge in the Street, but I 
cc opened my Doors to the Traveller, Cc. 
I have made this long Quotation, becauſe 
*tis a glorious Picture of a truly great and 
Publick Spirited Rich Man, and as God is 
the God of Wiſdom, as well as Goodneſs, 
Juſtice, and Mercy, ſo in the ordinary 
Way of Providence, he works by ſecond 
Cauſes, and gives his Bleſſing, and Succel; 
to true Policy, I mean juſt Prudence, tha 
is, for great Men to gain Love and Popula- 
rity amongſt the common People, which 
cannot be obtain'd, but by Jaſtneſe, Chari- 
ty, and Liberality,, doing what Good lies 
in their Power. Job found the Effect of 
this, for tho? God at the Inſtigation of the 
falſe Accuſer, the grand Enemy of Ma 
kind, ſuffer'd him to have ſuch ſevere Tri- 
als as never Man had, to confound the De- 
vil, who could not ſhake his Integrity, he 
afterwards rewarded him in this Life, and 
doubl'd all his former Bleſſings, by the 
Means of thoſe People who undoubtedly he 
„ , 
Inflanceof Io illuſtrate this by one Inſtance a- 
2 Popular mongſt us, of the Benefit, Safety, and Ad- 
Vea Man vantage tis to a great Man to be popular, 


and belov'd. - TOP 


| 
'Y 
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There was an antient Family in Torkſhire, 
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the Paternal Eſtate was near an hundred 


Years ago Eight Thouſand Pound per Annum, 


which according to the rife and improve- 
ment of Lands ſince, might have been 
doubled; the Gentleman who enjoy*d it 
was a very good and hoſpitable Man, 
and on his Death-bed gave in Charge to 
his Son, when-ever his Tenants Leaſes 
were expir'd, neither to raiſe their Rente, 


or take any Fines, for he ſaid Eight Thou- 
| ſand a Year was ſufficient for the neceſſary 


Grandeur and Pleaſures of Life; and to let 


page, His Son exactly perform'd his Fa- 
ther's Will, and ſo bequeath'd it to his 
Child, who prov'd one of the greateſt Men 


of the Age, but ſtill kept ſtrictly to his Fa- 


ther's and Grand- father's Inſtructions. 
Quickly after the Reſtoration of King 
Charles the ſecond, ſome hungry Courtiers, 
who long'd for ſo fine an Eſtate, which 


his Tenants thrive, and grow rich under 
him, would entail better Bleſſings and Ad- 
vantages on him, than to grind them to 
Death, for the Folly and Vanity of adding 
ſomething more to his Pomp and Equi- 


they thought they cou'd make a better Pen- 


* 


ny of, endea vour'd to pick ſuch Holes in 


his Coat, as might forfeit his Eſtate, if not 


his Life; which if done, they had great 
Hopes of begging it. Therefore they pre- 


vad 
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vail'd with the King ſo far, as to have an 
Order of him and the Gouncil, to bring 
him up to London, for dome Capital Crimes 
in the foe Rebellion. Accordingly Meſſen- 
|; co were ſent. down with the Warrant; 

ut knowing how well che was belowd: in 
the Country, t was thought neceſſary that 


2 Party of Guards fhould be ſent down to 


aſſiſt the Meſſengers in Caſe of any Diſtur- 
bance. When they oame to his Houſe they 
took him, and he very quietly went with 
them, but before he got two Miles from 
his Dwelling, the Country took the Alarm, 
and they . were overtook by at leaſt Five 
Hundred Horſe, who beat : Guards, .and 
reſcuꝭd him: this made him very, uneaſy, 


and inftead of thanking his Tenants and 
Friends, he told them they had ruin'd-him ; 

for if they had let him have gone, he hop dd 
that he might have defended himſelf againſt 
any Charge that could be brought againſt 


him, but now he ſhould be proclaim'd a 
Rebel. But they anſwerꝭd, that they would 
all die to a Man, rather than he ſhould be 
facrifie'd to any Courtier's Malice or Ava- 
rice, which was the Deſign. of apprehend- 
ing him. When this Matter came to be 

debated before the Council, almoſt all the 


Council was for the King immediately to 


:Mue out his Proclamation, and proclaim 


* Rebel, and all his Adherents, 5 he 
flore- 


* 
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foretold, and to ſend down a fuficien 


Force to reduce. them, and bring. im up. 
roſe 4 
and humbly beg d leave to diſſent from char 


Advics,.telling his Majeſty, that he was hut 


newly fertled in his Throne, and had ma- 
ny Enemies of the Old Lea ven in the King- 
dom: That be knew the Man perfectly 
well, and his 
try : Tha. if his Majeſty, went this Way to 


. works: that inſtead of Five Hundred Men, 


which'then reſiſted his Guards, 22 would 
find Five FThouſand, it may be Ten Thou- 
ſand: That it might be the Occaſion of 
kindling a new Hlame and Rebellion in the 
Kingdom, which might have as diſmal 
Confeqtences as the late, The Council 
-matutely conſider'd it, never troubled the 
Geritlomat farther, and ſo he died in 
Peace. 1 IS £ 3-88 

This Story 1 — | Foy credibly inform'd 


s Fact, but being before DP. Time, is not 
to my dyn Knowledge, 


I know ã Gentleman i in b a RY 


fous Proteſtant, but ef ſo: extenſive Good- 


is great Intereſt in hs Coun- 
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neſs and Charity, that in the late Rebelli- 


on there, when all the Butcheries and Bar- 
barities 


imaginable were us'd againſt, the 
Proteſtants by the Iriſb Papiſts, — Was 
ſo es 


dcs, they always par dl 5 


Per. 


d, that whatever the 2 5 
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Perſon, and 't was believed, that if any Man 
in that Kingdom would be ſav'd in a ge- 
neral Maſſacre, he would be the Man. 
Twas certain, his good Character more 
than once ſav'd him from being murderꝭd. 

We have a very bad Proverb amongſt 
us, or at leaſt a very ill Uſe is made of it, 
That is, Every Man for himſelf, and Gad 
for us all. So that when a Ship is in Dan- 
ger at Sea, he that has the chiefeſt Charge 
of her, is commonly the firſt that jumps in- 
to the Boat with his Treaſure, and leaves 
the reſt to ſhift as they can for themſel ves, 
when perhaps the Ship and Company 
might have been preſerv'd, had the Maſter, 
and the Crew he carry'd away with him, 
ftay'd aboard. St. Paul ſaw this, for when 
the Sailors had let do vn the Boat, and were 
about to flee out of the Ship, he told the 
Centurion and the Soldiers, 2 
' abide in the Ship, 'ye cannot be ſaved. 
A generous Commander is at the Head 
of his Men when they charge, and in the 
Rear if they are oblig'd to retreat; his 
greateſt Care is for his People, and leaft 
for himſelf, If the State, or Ship, is in 
Danger of ſinking by the many Leaks it 
| hath, let there be a noble Emulation who 

| - Shall firſt diſcoyer them, tho we run a 

Pl Found; to ſtop them; and if the Waters in- 

ereaſe 
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creaſe upon us, yet we are to ſtruggle to 
the laſt Gaſp, and ſhare the Danger with 
our Fellows; and if we cannot all, or the 
better Part be ſaved, periſh together, and 
not cowardly, and treacherouſly' be fo 
careful of our own Preſervation as to expoſe 
great Numbers to inevitable Ruin, as long 
as there is the leaſt Glimpſe of Hopes. If 
by ſtriking at the Root of our Corruptions, 
and Cauſe of our Misfortunes, I brought 
Ruin on my ſelf, yet if I did Service to 
my, Country, I ſhould think it the higheſt 
Pitch of Honour, and be infinitely better 
ſatisfied, than to gain and enjoy a great 
Eſtate, with the curſed Reflection, that 
*rwas got by contributing my Part to the 
Loſs and Deſtruction of Millions of other 
Fee, ' THEE T7 TIO OT, 
I his will all be call'd Romantick Flights, 

for few if any will believe me, it being in- 
credible in this Bleſſed Age, that there are 
ſuch ſelf . deny ing Men in being: For, ſay _ 
they, this is ſome poor Fellow who never 
was try'd, that makes theſe fine Profeſſions; 
Who never knew, or never taſted the Sweets 
of Riches, Power, and Voluptuous Living, 
but if he was once tempted with theſe de- 
licious Baits, tis Ten to One but he would 
roye as great a Rogue as any of us; Ido 
lieve there are many ſuch, who, like 
Sick-bed Sinners, make large Promiſes, A 
| they 
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they: recover. their Healths. 2 2 thenyi 95 | 
mediately forget. t ede But whocan fa 1 i 


that the Author of th FO not been trie 


with theſe, Temptations, and yet ke 


tegrity,. "Tis a hopeful pinion we 1 
of our own Times, that there is not now 


a truly honeſt Man 1 n Nature. The Fall 
of Adam corrupted the Race of Mankind, 
vet there were W all Ages of t oe World 

except ours, (as ſome it) 


man y cxcallent Perſans : gAbrabam the Far 
ther of the faichful and Friend of God; 


en will have 


Two F8, were ſo holy that they wer, 
excepted: out: a | the general Rule or. Sen- 


tence, one to die, for they were never tg 
ſee Death; and infinite others, Jews, Heas 
thens (eſpecially among the antient Greeks 


and Remass) and Chriſtians. But I am 


afraid that We ha vg had. Fall upon Fall, for 
if you will gredit ome modern Gentlemen, 


there's nothing now left- but a Race of De 


vils incarnate, ho inhabit the Earth ; fo 
that at this Rate, tis high Time for the”; 
neral Conflagration. Moſes and St. 
went ſo far in their Zeal, as to wiſh. ; 
ſelves accarſt for the Sake of their Brethren, 
ang Lam 2 3 ed that there's man 
Men alive, would ſacriſice all Tem: 
poral Intereh for the good of their Coyne 
1 and Kelle w- Creatufas. But whole 1 
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are in a State of Damnation, and doing the 
Devil's Prudgery daily, wou'd perſwadeyou - 
out of this Belief; *tis not for their Reputation 
and Intereſt any one ſhqu'd be better, or at 
leaſt thought better than themſelves, oy 
that this Doctrine ſhou'd ever 8 a 
pract is'd, or believ'd. e Tn 
_ Hiſtory gives Us many ſad Examples Hiſiry, 

of flouriſhing Kingdoms, and Common- u #4: 
wealths, by their Corruptians broughs en 
Deſtruction: And Sacred Hiſtory is more 


particular and full of theſe Examples; 4nd ad C. 


our own Memories might inform Us of , 
- wealths 


great Judgments inflicted upon Us for our z,cugze.ts 

Crimes; and it wou'd be very deplorable; Defrudi:, 
if We ſhou'd ſtill remain fo ice neither (%. 
to take Warning at the Puni 0. 
thers, nor our own Correct ions. We ought Fe ought 


not to tempt God's Patience and Forbear- 99972 . 


ance, by delaying to ſet about ſo good a God's 54. 

Work as Reforming our Corruptions; and — 

lying no longer under the Slavery of our ler ewes 

Vices and Oppreſſions, that We may not ae 
x. $40 


only become Happy our Selves, but leave a *** 
| ad grve od | 


* 


Relkng to our Poſterity, an 

Examples to the reſt of Mankinq, and{how 

the World that We are truly the Nation that 

may be term'd Libera Gent. ben 
Whoever hath: made Obſervations of the © | 


general Tranſactions and Affairs of he 
World, muſt of neceſſity be ſenſible that 
Kori. e e 


©" UV 


ments of 0- ons. ©; . 


t 


"I: Th Eve; like Weeds, will grow in erer 
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all the Ketwintions of Empires, King 


God bas and States, that have degenerated from bet. 
m4 2% ter to worſe, have derived their Misfortunes 


Thing to 


remain from the Decay of Religion, Vertue, and 


Permanent Common Juſtice, G God having made nothing 


* but. what 


i juſt and 0 remain Permanent but what 15 Jul and 
honeſt. 233g 

For *tis certain, Prophanetoſs,: Immora- 

„ lity, and Incorrigibleneſs by Reproof, con- 

fſounds the Councils of the greateſt Com- 

mon wealths, and retards the Progreſs and 

— | Ro” that might be — 5 from their 


Soil; they ſpting up and flouriſh in ever 


Sac vill Be over. run. Phyſicians of State 


5 ee to be skilful, to foreſee the Seeds of 


weeded State-Diſtempers time enough to prevent 


F —_— the Death of the Patient; and not let the 


Whole Nation lye longer at the Merey of 
thoſe Men, who have committed à Rap 
the Liberties and Properties of 


People, by their ill Examples, e and 


unuft Exa tions. [ 


| Chineſe Ihe Chineſe Oath when they -are admir- 


Oatbwhenged j into any Publick Employ, FL That they 
into ang Thall' faith, and carefully ſerve the 95 


Jai and the Publick in the Charges wherewwi 


— wy are ane. T hat they frall nor inte 


1: Govern Government; for Government is like a de. 
nent like Jitate Garden, which if not daily weeded, 


erciſe ther toks au „ge, fron a 
Perſor whatſoever, but ſhall content 2 
ſeluss with the Penſan or Salary the os 
Hall give them, ſulficient to erue their 
cefſities, and the ſplendor of Syn Digpities. 
There Lan be no diſtin . Inter eſt Fo Difiia- 
betwixt F rince and. People, with or he 1 atereſt : 
ruct ion qn one ſide or other; nay pgſſi- berwixs 
bly it may prove fatal to both, ee Fines end 


_ ſanding whatever Chimerical N 9 
Grandeur and Authority ſuch Seni 8 fatal Con« 
in Offioe may fill their Royal, wich. * ſequence, 


I have all along Mende 1s Diſcourſe No Man 
with Divinity, at Teaſt with ſuch TRY _— 
A8 I am capable of; for tis my Opinio NO liek 8 ic 1 
Man can truly be a Publick-Spirited ; 6 
that is not à Religious one; —— 1 7 or 
Morality will. not do in this Age, whatever giow one. 
it did in former Times; but the heſt, and 
moſt noted of the Heathens were Men of 
Religion, tho' not the true or pureſt Religi- 
on; but the only moral Man now, as un- 
derſtood. — Atheiſt, or Deiſt, not- 
withſtanding all Pretences to the,contrary, 
cannot be any longer honeſt or juſt, than 10 5 
it ſuits with his preſent Conveniency. 1 
Alas What is this ſhort. ſpan of Lise? big red 
ſublſtract the Miſeries of it from the little 
Comſorts it affonds, and ſee. what remains 
to che moſt Happy of Us. Sleep, the elder 
\Brother: of Death Pain, Diloales Diſap- — 
point» 


pointments, Vexations at Home and A- 
broad, taken out of the Sum, the Remain- 
der is a poor Recompence for the trouble We 
give our ſelves, and the World; and yet ſome 

ate ſo be-devil'd, as to endeavour to over- 
turn Kingdoms, and deſtroy Millions of 
better Men than themſelves; form Plots 
and Confſpiracies at the unequal Hazard, and 
too oſten the Loſs of their Lives, Eſtates, 

And total Ruin of their Families, fooliſhly 

venturing Fortune, Honour, and Life in a 

Lottery, where there are a hundred Blaue 
to one Prize; which if got, adds little or 
nothing, except it be in Fancy, or Imagi- 
nation, to what they had before. Wat 
Damnation here and hereafter do Men 
heap on themſelves to gratifie the ſordid, 
and curſed' Pa ſſions of wild Ambition, Ava- 
rice, Envy, and Revenge; Furies, that the 
more they are glutted, the more they prey 
on the Intrails of thoſe Who nouriſh them; 
and when all is done, if they cou'd graſp in 
their Arms this earthly Globe, nothing but 
Vertue, that Summum Bonum, does, or can, 
give any ſolid and laſting Peace, 


* 


The anci- O ſhame to Exgliſmen! that Pagan 
_ . Greece,” and Rome, and other Heathen Na- 
ret tions, who had not the Advantage of thoſe 
ame to Lights We have, ſhowd ſo infinitely out=d 
W. Us in Zeal and Love for their Country; 
they deſpis'd Wealth, Pleaſures, and 47 


Life it ſelf for the fake of the Publick, 

bounding their Ambition to a Glorious E- 

mulation of who ſhou'd. ſerve. the Com- 

mon wealth beſt; and yet theſe honeſt Hea - 

thens had but very imperfect Ideas of Re- 

_ wards for Vertuous Actions after this Life; 

they did good Actions for their own ſakes, 

and We will not do them for that, and Hea- 

vens ſake. Bluſh Exgliſimen, when the Tic Turks 

Turks have brought it into a Proverb, that = mn 

if you queſtion their Honeſty, they ask you 5% vert 

if you take them for Chriſtians. How of Jufiice 

much the Unbelievers of this, and paſt A- Cd. 

ges, ſurpaſs Us in Morality ? So that our ans. 

pure Religion ſerves. only for our greater 

Condemnation, when theſe more Vertuous 

Heathens will riſe up in Judgment agaioſt 

Us; but if We ſhou'd ſet all Conſiderations 

of Religion aſide, I do not ſee what true 

Policy there is in ſuffering Corruptions to 

get 010 head, till they poiſon the Whole 

Ma "ISABELLE TT TREES 5 77 "133 i a 

I remember We were brought to the 

brink of Ruin by the Abuſe of our Coia, be- 

fore t Was regulated ; no falſe Trade, Bri- 

bery, Selling and Buying of Places in the 

Government, Corruptions of the Lam, Ops 

preſſions of Gaaters, and all the afaremen- 

tion'd- Cheats, are like falſe Coin, or falſe | _ 

Dice, put upon the People; and if this dia. 
dice! Traffck is N on till the Nation 


ſt} . 


7 


"3 


8 


nies, Banks, Funds; to an àbus'd De 
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is  ithdone what ſignifies your Miſers 
Hundred Thovſtad Pound, your Coinpa- 


rate, and enrag'd Populace. 1 don't 75 

or believe, t will ever come to any dange-' 
rous Experiment, eſpecially while We are 
bleſt with our preſent Gratious Sovereign 
(whoſe Wiſdom T queſtion not will precent 


it) but to ſhow every Rogue who'ls an E. 


nemy to his Country, How much be — 


butes, by bringing in Poverty and Opp 


ons; to bring Us 10 this paſs, and to Dk 


him to All 1 end of the Sener Good, that 
they may ſhun bim as they ou the 


Plague. 

55 the Eaws of Portign Nations, he hat 
makes falſe Money is boil'd in Ki by the 
Laws of our own Contiry Drawn 1 
Hang a, and Quartef' d. ehe Queſts, 
on is, Whether he that Abuſes; or Coins 
falſe Trade, is not as pernicious; and don 
deſerve the ſame Puniſhment as Coirters 


bk falſe Money; büt this is 1 to the ſeri- 


ons Confideration of the Worth 3+ ane 
Stock-jobber-s, and their Frite 4 * 


All'the tolerable Pretence ou hte MI. 
niktry had for? 7 we the Fruſts of our 
Viltories, an ing fo Fatal, and Diſho- 
nourable a Peace, was, that: "the Nation 

was ſo exhaüſted r Treuſüfe, and d'fr 
in Debt, that was not ina Capatify th 
CON» 


«Mt 


Nati 


which, together with the help of Banks, 


s, Lawyers, Goalers, 
m 


” 


Projetars, Stock-jobbe: 
en e ps 0 
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late and deficient Funds, extravagant In- 
' tereſt, and other . clandeſtine Ways and 
leans at home, have weakn'd the King- 
dom more than the War, and have been 
the true Cauſe, of entailing upon Us and 
Our Poſterity the preſent De Ss. Mc 
The Parliament has enlarg'd the Time 
of their Sitting, and ſo effectually difap- 
pointed the Deſigns of our inveterate Ene- 
mies at home and abroad, to Divide and Em- 
barraſs Us. But thoſe worthy Patriots, 


* 


with humble Submiſſion, may. eaſe to 
conſider, that tho? of two Evils they have 
choſe the leaſt ; yet by the many Petitions. 
againſt the Bill, and many more that wou'd 
have been given, if there had been time, 
ſhows what Heart-burnings this Bill has 
pccafion'd, tho? the Honourable Houſe does 
not delign to enlarge the Time for them. 
ſelves, or for their own Benefit, but only 
for the good of the People, that they may 
have ſufficient Time to allay the Ferment 
in the Nation, and eaſe thoſe whoſe Depn: | 
ties, or Repreſentatives they are, of ſome - 


and nothing can obſtruc them. And to 


Spirit; and notwithſtanding the Difficuls 
| wt ES] | * TT CS . | bs | ty 


2 a Puklict Spirit. 


ty of the Work, yet if they ſincerely go a. 
bout it, God that has done ſo much for Us 
already, will enable them to conquer it; 
which if they do, all furure Generitions' 
will have cauſe to bleſs them ; the worſt of 
their Enemies be for ever put to ſilence, and 
all other miſtaken Perſons, or Malecon- 
tents throughly convinc'd, contrary to 
their former Opinions, and Endeavours, 
that th have en made Happy agalaff i 
their Wills, and ſhow their Electors that 
they have gone beyond their Expectation, 
and give juſt Reaſon to chooſe them again, 
and even render themſelves perpetul. 
T am exceeding glad to hear, and I be-. 
lieve it to be very true, that ſince the Happy 
Acceſſion of King G EORGEtotheCrown,' 
the Trade of the Nation, which before 
had receiv'd ſome very deſperate wounds, 
is beyond all Expectation recover'd and re- 
upon Us, with a fair Proſpect of its encrea- 
all this, the moral Certainty of the Secyri- 
ty of our Religion and Liberties, together 
with the ancient Glory of the Nation, of 
I holding the Ballance of Europe; therefore 
FDB 
- | writ, when, if We are not altogether at 
ö preſent, We are very near, and ſhall be 
ſoon the moſt wealthy and powerful People 
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in the World. I muſt confeſs I think every 
Thing looks very well Abroad, in Relation; 
to the Intereſt of Great Britain. But not- 
withſtanding this vaſt Affluence of Riches, 
to the Nation, who 8, generally the bet · 
ter for it? Why, the Rieh is ſtill richer. 
What poor Priſoner, that is Starving in a 
Goal, and his Wife and Children our of it, 
is the better for it? Tradeſmen break e- 
very Day, Bankrupts in abundance, every 
Haur ſome or other are thrown into Goal, 
who have nothing to pay, nor perhaps owe 
nothing ; beſides Millions of other poor and 
diſtreſſed People. Can We imagine, that 
God wha loves all his Creatures, gave theſe 
Bleffings to be monopaliz'd by a few Men, 
in reſpect of the whale Body af the People. 
A poor Man has a Soul and Body as well as 


a fich; and God ordains none to be Miſe- 


rahle, tho others make them ſo. Our Bx- 
cellent Prince yeou'd not, if he cau'd help it, 
ha ve ane wretched in his Dominions, except 
by their own Faults they make themſelves 
Unhappy. If he has been the Inſtrument 
under God to do ſo much for Us, let Us de- 
ſerve theſe Mercies and Fayours of God and 
him, by doing our Parts al; by ſhewing 
more of aP ublick Spirit, beſtow ing not al 
our Care and Fondneſs on our Sglyes, hut 
have à little Love for other People; and if 
tis in our Power, help them in their D 
N 3 ſtreſſes, 


ſtreſſes, which wou'd ſoon be done univer- 
ſally, if we firſt ſubdued our own Corrup- 
tions, and remedied the Evils and Oppreſſ 
ons ſpoke of in this Book. This is the 
chief Thing wanting, and ſill remains to be 

done; this vou d entitle Us to the Fa vour 
of Heaven and our good King; make Us 
acceptable to God and Man, and truly com- 
pleat our Happineſs, by making this Nati 
on the Terror and Admiration of the Uni- 


verſe. bun 4 


I ob conclude, I love my C 

hate its Oppreſſors; and if We muſt be 
_uw ſuch a fatal Neceſſity, I had rather 

ave my Prince Tyrannize over me than 
my Fellow Subject. But if I have done 
Wrong to any Man, Boyer Men, and 
miſtook the Sto bets, Projectors, and 
Marſbal e. Court. D bly Knaves, 
when they hene Men, fair Dealers, 
and contrivet6wothePablick Good ; I ſay, 
if T have mae aug Miſtaken part, or in 
the whole, IhamblybegPardon, and will 
retract my Error, wed I am ſhow'd it; 
for I freely! own that I have ſtudied their 
Arts and Myfteries very little, my Talent 
lying quite another Way, and have writ ' 
this Piece at a very ſhort Warning, But 
the Fhings I have here treated of, appear 
very obvious toa common Capacity, for no 
higher J pretend to; yet if theſe L 
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Hints rouſe ſome other Genius (hege 5 
his Ning and Country as well as I do, hut 
has anger Abilities to ſerve them) to — 
with Ady ntage what I have 2 will 
be an infinite Satisfaction to me, that 1 
ſtruck one ſpark of Light this Way in King 
GEORGE's Reign, in whom, next the 
Truſt We have in God, the Ruler of the 
World, our greateſt Confidence ought to 
be in this Excellent Prince, fam'd for his 
Wiſdom and Juſtice, a faithful Miniſtry, and 
a * Lewe now alle N * 
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une); the Diſproportion between the . 
Captain's Share and an Able Sailors is prodigigus 
and unreaſonable, conſidering the Captain's Poſt 
and Pay is fo large and advantagious. The Cap- 
rains get vaſt Eſtates; and let the Bravery and 
good Conduct of the Sailors be never. ſo Conſpi- 
cuous, of the Number jof* Prizes never ſo greats 
when did any of theſe poor Wretches, if they 
had their due, which is very rare, get a — 
rate Competency out of it? But beſides the 
Wrong done them Aboard, the Tediouſneſs of 
their waiting, and Tricks play d with them A- 
ſhoar, they ſeldom have à Moiety of the ſmall 
Morſel 1 them; but the Fruits 
of the Sweat of their Brows, Hardſhips, and 
Hazard of their Lives, are generally ſwallow'd 
up between Agents, Dathors-Commons-Men, and 
other Land Sharks, that never ſtept one Foot, 
or ventur'd the leaſt Mite in Defence of their 
Country, However, tho' this is not a Grievance | 
now, becauſe tis a Time of Peace, yet *twas a 
-Hardſliip, and a great Diſcouragement of the 
Sailors in che Time of the late War; and We 
being not certam̃ how long We may continue in 
Peace, this Wrong to the Brave Sailors (whoſe 
Uſefulneſs and Service to the Nation cannot be 


Is very unequal the Diſtribution of | Prix Prize . 


a0 


of to prevent it, ſhou'd another War break out. 


APPENDIX 
too much encourag d) ought to be taken Notice 
2 back to 92977 3 9. 
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# Obſeroati- Whena Commiſſion of Bankrupt i is 1 a 


ent upon 
 #he Com- 


miſſon 


Bank- 
Twpcy. 


Effedts, has ſwallow 
ant his Family, and the Creditors, after paying 


gainſt a Man who muſt be a Trader, there are ſe- 


veral. Commiſſioners appointed to execute the 


by "Commiſſion, Theſe Meet many Times, having 


Twenty Shillings a Man allow'd. foro every Da 
ſit. This exceſſive Charge, together with 
the Coſt of the Commiſſion, and other Fees 


which muft be firſt — out of the Bankrupt's 


whole Eſtates, ſtrippꝰd and ſtarwd the Bankrupt 


their Contribution Money, have not got a Shilling. 
n very late Times there were certain Clans, 


"ns they call'd them, of theſe Commiſſioners, : 
comp oa moſtly of knaviſh Attornies, who pur. 


had this Büpiepmenk, and whoſe chief Buſi- 


neſs was, if the Bankrupt had any Effects of con- 


ſiderable Value, to put him in the Way, for a 
good Corifideration, fafely to Forſwear himſelf, 
and cheat all his Creditors ; or otherwiſe, if he 


was a poor Fellow, to take to themſelves what 


be kad, and let the Creditors ſhift as they cou'd, 
EN Tarn back to Page 54. - 


| | 
Ne. "Page 101. 


Tbe Kee of N gives for this Place 


35 5001, This cannot 'be' for the Reputation of 
the City, and Publick Authority. This muſt be 
gien upon his being permit 70 Exact on the 


en — to Rob the very 


W 


up many poor Bankrupts 


co Dee 
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nnd what Complaints will be Heard, or tedre(F4, 
_ ſince he has paid fo large a Purchaſe for his Em- 


ployment? And what is more Notorious, this 
Place is made an Aham, or rather a Garriſbn 


for Thieves, from whence they fally forth, being 
ler out at certain Seaſons to make ti 
and bring in che Plunder to this Soal, as che 
Store, or Warehduſe, to be diſposd off eo 'the 
beft Advantage; and where ſhall a Man tttat las 
Bis Pocket pi t. or fobhd, repair to hear of hip 
Goods ? but to an Officer they haye umon err. 
callda Thief-Gatebir, Where for fuch a" 
fition he nity have his Goods again. This is is all 
by the Gonnivance of che Gomer, ho has His 
Profit out of it; ſo that chig 'Prifon, inſtead of 
being a PuniſhMetit, | is a Sanctuary, and great 
Encouragement to Felons. Theſe Enormities 
have been ſo often prov'd, that. I believe few 
queſtions chem, with ande of tote curſed 
Villanies practis d chere, i might eafilybe 
redreſs'd, if this, and all other Prifons were at 
the Charge of the State; the Keepers of them 
paid their Safaries by the Government, and fd: 
vere Penalties upon them if they eracttd a 
Thing from the Priſoners, or made any 
more — was: allow'd- them; for tis 1 


Law, und Reaſon, for the Gba to ; 


have aj other Power over the 'Priſoner, let him 
greateſt Malefattor,'than to keep him in 
dy till he is deliverid by due Courſe of 
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Law; for che Law. has arne d the Punfſhment 
to tlie Crime; it being a Maxim in the Law, 
that a Goal is oſtly intended s a Place bf fafe'Dii- 
rance, and not aer dle Puniſhment; and if 
eaking Priſon, or attempt 
ing 


ir wave Ca of B 


ing it, (che common eee —_ er true 
or falſe, of Fettering Debtors) yet according 

Law or Reaſon they cannot, nor ough cgi wt 

made ſtrong, or ſecure. enough. to detam a 


þ ag Irons upon a .Debtor, for the Priſon qug 
2 2 3 and ye 5 Goalers Ape _— o 


— on, Fog ee wy 0 hs 
nete. e 05 rise 
Ne. 1 * wy $05: 15 e a 
The A Catolick d es bey 

12555 'Murderers, . — work. of Crimi 
ſhy goo pales. 88 dne „or Privileges. 2 
— Chur 8 e great fault; 
—- I NE Ob ire. not ſo Ty Places gf 
i Protection * tors, who 
Churches may be hal'd outenthe Sabbath, 1 Jays. even in th 
ars * 1 Ringing 1 1 5 3 ry 
Yaytors with an Eſcape Warrant, which, may be .obtaing 
and tor on the ſingle. Oath of a hir d profligate, ogue; 
by Devils in the ſhape of Men, to ſuch, a Goal, 
is the lively Emblem of Hell, and there, — 
and Pan 4 without Redemption. This ſavours 
ſo much of Barbarity, and wicked Prophanation 
of that Holy Place, that for any Thing We 
. tis an Extreme more abominable in 5 he 
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Fi, 71 ter this eee 

uu any FE ple, F rag Lawyoblig'd th 
* pay brought 5 8 E 
22 Be. "gainft any Men, ta give Fx N. 
| to the Perſon 2 ee 


* and Damages 
272 ping his De bt. For is 


Dor '©o 
bed, i rh 


es. 

ove bis and juſt, 1 25 if L wilt bring, an, Adion Again a | 
Mm ' -nother Perſon, for a real or preten ech Debt, An 

1 Hold him to Bail, or: elf ke 1 85080 te 

e that 1 fhou'd give likew) equal Secùri 
ud ce Defendant, either to make good my 
9e pay all bis Coſts; not e the 171950 | 
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